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Miscellaneous

6. Which was the port town of the Indus Valley Civilization?
 (TNPSC 2007)
 (a) Lothal   (b) Kalibangan
 (c) Ropar   (d) Mohenjodaro

Ans. (a) Lothal was the port town of the Indus Valley 
Civilization. It is located between the Bhogavo and Sabarmati 
rivers near the Gulf of Khambhat in Gujarat. Rectangular basin 
has been found at Lothal that was said to be the dockyard. It is 
218 m long and 37 m wide and is bound on all sides by baked 
bricks.

7. The Indus Valley people built their house using
 (TNPSC 2009)
 (a) Stone    (b) Wood
 (c) Bricks   (d) All of these

Ans. (c) Houses of Indus Valley Civilization were one or two 
stories high, made of baked (Pucca) bricks. Wealthy families 
lived in comfortable houses built around courtyards. Stairs led 
to a flat roof where there was extra space.

8. The people of Indus Valley civilization worshipped?
 (TNPSC 2009)
 (a) Pashupati   (b) Indra and Varuna
 (c) Brahma    (d) Vishnu

Ans. (a) The people of Indus Valley civilization worshipped 
Pashupati.  It was based on the  most finding of  a seal identified 
as the Pashupati . It  depicts a human figure seated cross-legged. 
An elephant and a tiger are depicted to the right side of the 
seated figure, while on the left a rhinoceros and a buffalo are 
seen. Seals such as these date from between 2500 and 1900 
BCE and were found in considerable numbers in sites such as 
the ancient city of Mohenjodaro in the Indus Valley.

9. The Indus Valley civilization was discovered in the year
 (TNPSC 2009)
 (a) 1922 (b) 1910 (c) 1822  (d) 1824

Ans. (a) The Indus Valley civilization was first identified in 
1921 at Harappa and then in 1922 at Mohenjo-daro near the 
Indus River in the Sindh region.

10. One of the following sites from where the famous Bull-
seal of Indus Valley Civilization was found—

 (RPSC 2009)
 (a) Harappa    (b) Chanhudaro
 (c) Lothal   (d) Mohenjodaro 

Ans. (a) The famous and renowned Bull seal was found in 
Harappa. The figure is a proof of the fine artistic skills acquired 
by the people of ancient time. Seals are mainly in square or 
rectangular.

1. Which one of the following is not known to Mesopotamian 
civilization? (TNPSC 2007)

 (c) Gold and Silver (b) Copper
 (c) Bronze   (d) Iron

Ans. (d) Iron was not known to Mesopotamian civilization. 
Mesopotamian civilizations formed on the banks of the Tigris and 
Euphrates rivers in what is today Iraq and Kuwait. Early civilizations 
began to form around the time of the Neolithic Revolution—12000 
BCE. Some of the major Mesopotamian civilizations include the 
Sumerian, Assyrian, Akkadian, and Babylonian civilizations.

2. Iron was first introduced in India by (TNPSC 2007)
 (a) Aryans   (b) Dravidians
 (c) Persians   (d) Sumerians

Ans. (a) Iron was first introduced in India by Aryans. In the 
Rig Vedic Period Aryans thrived and extended their territory. 
There are different theory/hypothesis regarding the origin of the 
Aryans in India. Iron is one of the most important metals. It is 
the basis of the modern civilization. 

3. The indus valley Civilization was specialised in
 (TNPSC 2007)
 (a) Town planning (b) Architecture
 (c) Craftsmanship (d) All of these

Ans. (d) The Indus Valley Civilization (IVC) was specialised 
in town planning, architecture and craftsmanship. In IVC, town 
planning was done on the scientific basis. Different unique 
structurea such as granaries, Great bath etc were constructed. 
It flourished between 2600 BC and 1900 BC (Mature Indus 
Valley Civilization). It started declining around 1900 BC and 
disappeared around 1400 BC.

4. Which God was worshipped by the Indus Valley people?
 (a) India   (b) Varuna (TNPSC 2007)
 (c) Vishnu   (d) None of them

Ans. (d) None of the given gods were worshipped by the Indus 
Valley people. Statue of both male and female deity have been 
excavated from different sites. Numerous symbols of the phallus 
and female sex organs made of stone have been found. The 
people of the Indus region also worshipped trees and Animals.

5. The basic social organization of the Rigvedic people was
 (a) Matriarchal family (TNPSC 2007)
 (b) Patriarchal family
 (c) Both Matriarchal and Patriarchal families
 (d) None of these

Ans. (b) The basic social organisation of the Rigvedic people was 
patriarchal family. However, Women enjoyed a respectable position. 
They were allowed to take part in Sabhas and Samitis. There were 
women poets too (Apala, Lopamudra, Viswavara and Ghosa).
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11. Which one among the following sites is located in the 
valley of Gaggar and its associated rivers? (RPSC 2010) 

 (a) Alamgirpur  (b) Lothal
 (c) Mohanjodaro  (d) Banwali 

Ans. (d) Banwali site is located in the valley of Gaggar and its 
associated rivers.

12. The proof of burying the dog with human body at which 
of the following places? (UKPSC 2011)

 (a) Burjhom   (b) Koldihava
 (c) Chaupani  (d) Mando

Ans. (a) The proof of burying the dog with human body 
is found at Burjhom (present day Kashmir). Apart from this, 
grains like wheat and lentil are also found from here. Bones of 
cattle, sheep, goat and buffalo are also found from Burjhom.

13. Where is Lothal situated? (UKPSC 2011)
 (a) Gujarat   (b) Rajasthan
 (c) Pakistan   (d) Haryana

Ans. (a) Lothal, an ancient Indus Valley Civilization port city, 
is located on the banks of the Bhogava River, a tributary of the 
Sabarmati River, in Gujarat, India. The city is also close to the 
Gulf of Khambhat.

14. Which of the following dates was assigned to the Indus 
civilization by Sir John Marshall? (TNPSC 2011)

 (a) 3250 - 2750 B.C. (b) 3500 - 3000 B.C.
 (c) 3000 - 2550 B.C. (d) 3000 - 2000 B.C.

Ans.(a) When the 18th century Europeans started studying 
Indian history they found that the culture was ancient and it was 
accepted at face value. According to A. L. Basham, their goal was 
to link Indians with descendants of Noah and vanished empires 
of the Bible. Father Johann Ernst Hanxleden who worked in 
Kerala from 1699 – 1732 compiled the first Sanskrit grammar in 
European tongue. But it was Father Coeurdox who recognized 
in 1767 that Sanskrit was related to European languages and 
suggested that Brahmans of India were descended from one of 
the sons of Japhet.

15. Which of the following is a Harappan port?
(53rd-55th BPSC 2011)

 (a) Alexandria  (b) Lothal
 (c) Mahasthangarh (d) Nagapattanam

Ans. (b) Lothal was the largest port of Harappan Civilisation. 
It is situated in Gujarat. The Indusvalley civilisation is also 
called the Harappan culture. The artefacts from Harappan 
civilisation can be found from areas as far apart as Afghanistan, 
Jammu, Baluchistan (Pakistan) and Gujarat. There was another 
great city by the name, Mohenjo-Daro (mound of the dead), 
both emerged around 2600 BC along the Indus River valley in 
Punjab and Sindh.

16. The Indus Valley Civilization belongs to the (APSC 2011)
 (a) Palaeolithic Age (b) Mesolithic Age 
 (c) Neolithic Age (d) Chalcolithic Age

Ans. (d) The Chalcolithic period, or Copper Age, was an era of 
transition between the stone tool-using farmers of the Neolithic 
and the metal-obsessed civilizations of the Bronze Age. In India, 
it spanned around 2000 BC to 700 BC. This culture was mainly 
seen in Pre-Harappan phase, but at many places it extended to 
Post-Harappan phase too.

The cities of the ancient Indus were noted for their urban 
planning, baked brick houses, elaborate drainage systems, water 
supply systems, clusters of large non-residential buildings, and 
techniques of handicraft and metallurgy.

17. Kalibangan was located on the river bank of:
 (a) Indus   (b) Sutlej (OPSC 2011)
 (c) Chenab   (d) Ghaggar

Ans. (d) Kalibangan is one of the important Harappan cities 
situated on the southern bank of the river Ghaggar. Kalibangan 
is a town located in Hanumangarh District of Rajasthan. 
The Kalibangan pre-historic site was discovered by Luigi 
PioTessitori, an Italian Indologist (1887–1919).

18. From where the copper chariot of Harappan times was 
found ? (CGPSC 2012)

 (a) Kunal   (b) Rakhigarhi
 (c) Daimabad  (d) Banawali
 (e) Ropar

Ans. (c) The copper chariot of Harappan culture was 
unearthed at Daimabad. Daimabad is a Harappan site located in 
Maharashtra. Many other objects of bronze have been recovered 
from this site.

19. Which of the following is not a Indus Valley Civilization 
site?  (MPPSC 2013)

 (a) Kalibangan  (b) Ropar 
 (c) Patliputra  (d) Lothal 

Ans. (c) Patliputra is not one of the Indus Valley Civilization 
sites. Places related to Indus Valley Civilization are Kalibangan 
(RPSC), Ropar (PPSC), Lothal(GPSC). The Indus Valley 
Civilization ( is one of the major civilizations of the ancient 
river valley civilizations of the world.

20. The great Bath was found in — (WBPSC 2013)
 (a) Lothal   (b) Harappa
 (c) Mohen-jo-daro (d) Kalibangan

Ans. (c) The Great Bath is one of the best-known structures 
among the ruins of the Harappan Civilization excavated at 
Mohenjo-daro in Sindh, Pakistan. Archaeological evidence 
indicates that the Great Bath was built in the 3rd millennium 
BCE, soon after the raising of the “citadel” mound on which it 
is located.

21. Which of the following Indus city has provided evidence 
for extensive water storage system? (KPSC 2014)

 (a) Mohenjodaro  (b) Lothal
 (c) Dholavira  (d) Kalibangan

Ans. (c) Planners in the ancient city of Dholavira had 
conceptualised an amazing system of drains, dams and tanks 
to manage water. A wide range of water structures like bathing 
platforms and house drains are found in Dholavira, both within 
and outside the walls of the city.

22. Which was a major port of the Indus valley ?
 (WBPSC 2014)
 (a) Lothal   (b) Kalibangan
 (c) Chanhudaro  (d) Mehargarh

Ans. (a) Lothal was a major port of the Indus valley.  Lothal is 
believed to be 3,700 years old and is the only major port-town 
of the Indus Valley Civiization, discovered so far.
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23. The important site of Harappa was excavated by 
(TNPSC 2014)

 (a) R.D. Banerjee  (b) Sir John Marshall
 (c) Dayaram Sahini  (d) R.S. Sharma

Ans. (c) The important site of Harappa was excavated by Daya 
Ram Sahni. He was an Indian archaeologist who supervised the 
excavation of the Indus valley site at Harappa in 1921-22. 

24. The figure of a dancing girl made of bronze is excavated 
in the place of ____  (TNPSC 2014)

 (a) Dilly   (b) Lothal
 (c) Mohenjodaro  (d) Rupar

Ans. (c) The ‘Dancing Girl’ is a sculpture made of bronze. It 
belongs to the Indus Valley Civilization and dates back to circa 
2500 BCE. 

25. Which of the following toilet and cosmetic objects were 
not likely known to Indus valley people?  (PPSC 2015)

 (a) Bronze mirrors  (b) Ivory combs 
 (e) Antimony rods  (d) Hair dyes 

Ans. (d) Archaeological evidence from the Indus Valley 
Civilization, indicates that the people of this civilization has 
well-designed public and private bathing facilities including 
copper or bronze razors and mirrors made of polished metal.
Combs made from bone, ivory, and shell were common. Stone 
palettes used for grinding and mixing cosmetics have been 
found.

26. In which of the following site remnat of three townships 
have been revealed? (CGPSC 2015)

 (a) Mohenjodaro  (b) Sanghol
 (c) Kali Bangan  (d) Dhoulavira
 (e) None of the above

Ans. (d) The ancient city of Dholavira is the southern centre of 
the Harappan Civilization. Located in the arid island of Khadir 
in Gujarat,it is the most spectacular Indus Valley site in India. 
Remnants of three townships have been revealed at Harappa. 

27. Which was the ancient port of Indus Civilization ?
 (WBPSC 2015)
 (a) Harappa   (b) Lothal
 (c) Dholavira  (d) Surkotada

Ans. (b) Lothal was the ancient port of Indus Civilization. It 
was one of the southernmost sites of the ancient Indus Valley 
Civilisation, located in the Bhal region of the modern state of 
Gujarat. Apart from the dockyard, the seals found at Lothal make 
it an important maritime trade centre of ancient times.

28. Which of the following were among the main exports of 
Indus valley people. Select the correct answer from the 
codes given below : (TNPSC 2015)

 I. Wheat   III. Barley
 III. Cotton   IV. Gold
 (a) I, II and III  (b) II and III
 (c) I and II   (d) III and IV

Ans.	(a/c) Wheat and barley were mostly exported during the 
Indus valley civilization. The Indus Valley Civilization was one 
of the earliest to cultivate and weave cotton, with evidence of 
textile production dating back to 3250-2750 BCE. Cotton was a 
significant export in their trade.

29. Who among the following was not associated with the 
excavation of Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro? 

 (BPSC 2015)
 (a) R.D. Banerjee  (b) K.N. Dikshit 
 (c) M.S.Vats   (d) V.A. Smith

Ans. (d) Mohenjo-daro was discovered in 1922 by R. D. 
Banerji, an officer of the Archaeological Survey of India, two 
years after major excavations had begun at Harappa, some 590 
km to the north. Large-scale excavations were carried out at the 
site under the direction of John Marshall, K. N. The Harappa 
site was first briefly excavated by Sir Alexander Cunningham in 
1872-73, two decades after brick robbers carried off the visible 
remains of the city. He found an Indus seal of unknown origin. 
The first extensive excavations at Harappa were started by Rai 
Bahadur Daya Ram Sahni in 1920. Vincent Arthur Smith was 
a British Indologist and historian. He was employed in Indian 
Civil Service during 1871-1990 and after retirement, he devoted 
himself to writing.

30. Where have the remains of a highly advanced water 
management system of Indus Valley Civilisation been 
discovered?  (OPSC 2015)

 (a) Kalibangan  (b) Lothal
 (c) Ropar   (d) Dholavira

Ans. (d) (Official Key is B but correct answer is d) The 
ancient city of Dholavira is an archaeological Indus Valley site 
at Kachchh District, in the state of Gujarat, which dates from 
the 3rd to mid-2nd millennium BCE. It is known for highly 
advanced water management system.  UNESCO has announced 
it as India’s 40th world heritage site. It is the first site of Indus 
Valley Civilisation (IVC) in India to be included on the coveted 
list.

31. Rice cultivation is associated with the Harappan site of
 (WBPSC 2016)
 (a) Kalibangan  (b) Lothal
 (c) Kot Diji   (d) Ropar

Ans. (b) Rice cultivation is associated with the Harappan site 
of Lothal. It is famous for the discovery of several ruins of the 
Indus Valley Civilization. It is located between the Sabarmati 
River and its tributary Bhogavo.

32. In ___ however, the Iron Age immediately succeeded 
the Stone Age, and we find no traces of the intermediate 
Copper Age.  (MPSC 2016)

 (a) Northern India (b) Western India
 (c) Southern India (d) Eastern India

Ans. (c) The use of metals in the different parts of India was not 
uniform. In Northern India, copper replaced stone for making 
tools and weapons. A number of tools and weapons made of 
copper have been discovered in different parts of Northern India. 
It was only after many centuries that the people in Northern 
India learnt of iron and started using it as a substitute for copper. 
In Southern India however, the iron age immediately succeeded 
the Stone age and the Copper Age did not intervene in between.

33. What is the most significant feature of the Indus Valley 
civilization? (Sikkim 2017)

 (a) Religious buildings (b) Wall paintings
 (c) Town planning (d) Agriculture
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Ans. (c)
 • The Indus Valley Civilization (IVC), also known as the 

Harappan Civilization, was one of the world’s earliest urban 
civilizations, flourishing in the north western regions of 
South Asia from approximately 2600 BCE to 1900 BCE. 

 • Most resounding feature of this civilization was Urban 
Planning as:

 • The cities of Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro, among others, 
were characterized by a high level of urban planning.

 • Streets were laid out in a grid pattern, with a sophisticated 
drainage system.

 • Buildings were constructed using standardized baked bricks.
34. Which of the following is a Harappan site located in 

Rajasthan? (WBPSC 2017)
 (a) Mohenjo Daro
 (b) Suktagen Dor
 (c) Kalibangan 
 (d) Lothal

Ans. (c)
 • Kalibangan is one of the ancient sites of the Indus valley 

civilization in northern Rajasthan.
 • The site contains both pre-Harappan and Harappan remains, 

and therein can be seen the transition between the two 
cultures.

35. Match the following explorers of Sindhu civilization with 
cities discovered by them : (MPSC 2017)

 1. Harappa   I. Rakhaldas Banerji
 2. Mohenjodaro  II. Ranganath Rao
 3. Chanhudaro  III. Dayaram Sahni
 4. Lothal   IV. Gopal Majumdar
  1 2 3 4  1 2 3 4
 (a) III I IV II (b) II III I IV
 (c) IV II III I (d) I IV II III

Ans. (a) Dayaram Sahni discovered the city named Harappa. 
It is situated on the bank of river Ravi.  Rakhaldas Bnerjii 
discovered the city named Mohenjodaro. It is situated on the 
bank of river Indus.  Gopal Majumdar discovered the city 
named Chanhudaro. The place is famous for bead-making 
shops. Ranganath Rao discovered the city named Lothal. It is 
situated on the bank of river Bhogva. 

36. Which of the following soft stones was used to make the 
seals in Sindhu civilization ? (MPSC 2017)

 (a) Haematite  (b) Magnetite
 (c) Limonite   (d) Steatite

Ans. (d) Steatite was the soft stone material used to make seals. 
Steatite seals and boss were cut into shape utilizing a saw from 
one stone. There were two shapes in which seals were made. 
One is square with carved animals and inscriptions on it and the 
second one is a rectangle in shape with inscriptions only. 

37. During the Neolithic Age the earliest evidence of the 
origin of agriculture has been found at which of the 
following place in the North-Western region of Indian 
sub-continent ? (CGPSC 2017)

 (a) Mundigak  (b) Mehargarh
 (c) Damb Sadat  (d) Balakot
 (e) Amri

Ans. (b) Mehargarh is a Neolithic site located near the Bolan 
Pass on the Kacchi plains in Baluchistan (Pakistan).  Mehrgarh 
is probably the earliest known center of agriculture in South 
Asia. The earliest evidence of farming on this site has been 
suggesting that a civilization existed in the site of Mehrgarh as 
early as 7000 BCE. 

38. Which among the following Harappan site terracotta of 
‘plough’ was found? (BPSC 2017)

 (a) Dholavira   (b) Banawali 
 (c) Kalibangan   (d) Lothal 
 (e) None of the above/More than one of the above

Ans. (b) Banawali is an archaeological site belonging to Indus 
Valley Civilization period in Fatehabad district, Haryana, India. 
This site was excavated by R.S. Bisht (ASI). Through the 
excavation several small stone weights and terracotta plough 
model was also found along with S-shaped jars, cooking vessels, 
ovens, tandoors, painted earthen pots ,painted motifs, etc.

39. Point out the correct statement in the following:
 (TNPSC 2017)
 (a) Indus people Worshiped Lord Indra
 (b) Indus civilization was a rural civilization
 (c) Iron was unknown to the Indus people
 (d) The ‘Great bath’ was located at Harappa

Ans. (c) Iron was not know to Indus Valley Civilization people. 
The first evidence of Iron is found about 1000 B.C. from 
Ataranjikhera in Etah district.
 • Indus civilization was a Bronze age civilization hence they 

were unaware about of Iron.
 • Gold, Silver, Copper, Bronze and Tin are some of the metals 

that were known to the Indus valley people.
 • Iron was discovered in the post Vedic period.
 • The Indus Valley Civilization was spread from present-day 

North-East Afghanistan to Pakistan and North-West India. 
The civilization flourished in the river basins of the Ghaggar-
Hakra river and the Indus. Indus valley civilization is one of 
the four oldest civilizations in the world. It is also known 
as Harappan Civilization and is well-known for its 
organized planning based on the grid system. Important 
facts to be remembered.

40. Which of these sites of Indus Valley Civilization is located 
in present day Pakistan? (NPSC 2017)

 (a) Lothal
 (b) Dholavira
 (c) Mohenjo-Daro
 (d) Kalibangan

Ans. (c) Among the listed Indus Valley sites:
 • Lothal is located in Gujarat, India.
 • Dholavira is located in Gujarat, India.
 • Mohenjo-Daro is located in Sindh, Pakistan.
 • Kalibangan is located in Rajasthan, India.

41. A Bronze statue of 'a dancing girl' was found at:
 (NPSC 2018)
 (a) Binjor   (b) Dholavira
 (c) Mohenjodaro  (d) Harappa
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Ans. (c) A Bronze statue of ‘a dancing girl’ was found at 
Mohenjodaro. Other Artefcats that were exacavated from 
Mohanjodaro are
 • The Great Bath 
 • Mother Goddess Idol
 • Priest-King
 • Pashupati seal
 • Seven-stranded necklace

42. Which among the following Harappan sites is not located 
in Gujrat? (WBPSC 2018)

 (a) Surkotada  (b) Lothal
 (c) Dholavira  (d) Banwali

Ans. (d) Banawali is located in Haryana. This Harappan site 
was excavated by R S Bisht in the year 1974 and there was 
found was evidence of Harappan culture. The excavations 
yielded signs of Pre-Harappan, Harappan and Post Harappan 
culture. The Banawali village is located in the Fatehabad district 
of Haryana.

43. Which of the following statement(s) regarding the 
Harappan Civilisation is (are) correct?  (GPSC 2018)

 1. The Dholavira is the largest Harappan site in Gujarat.
 2. The evidence of ‘dual’ interment, the so-called ‘Sati’ 

burial, are found from Lothal.
 3. Lustrous Red Ware is a hallmark of mature phase of 

Sorath Harappan.
 (a) 1, 2 and 3  (b) Only 1
 (c) Only 1 and 2  (d) Only 1 and 3

Ans. (c)
 • Indus Valley Civilisation: Indus civilization, also called 

Indus valley civilization or Harappan civilization, the 
earliest known urban culture of the Indian subcontinent. 
The nuclear dates of the civilization appear to be about 
2500–1700 bce, though the southern sites may have lasted 
later into the 2nd millennium bce.

 • Dholavira is the largest of all the Harappan settlements and 
one of the two largest indus settlements in India, the other 
being Rakhigarhi in Haryana.

 • The first joint burial was found at Lothal. There was a 
speculation that the burial was a result of an ancient practice 
of Sati or self-sacrifice by the widow to demonstrate 
grief over husband’s death; these are however merely 
assumptions.

 • Lustrous Red Ware is a hallmark of the mature phase of 
Rangpur culture of Gujarat.

 Hence, option (c) is correct.
44. Which of the following deity is depicted in Yogasana 

posture on Indus Seal?  (GPSC 2018)
 (a) Tirthankara  (b) Buddha
 (c) Pashupathi  (d) None of the above

Ans. (c) The Pashupati seal, found during the excavation of 
the ancient city of Mohenjo-Daro in Indus valley is one such 
relic, with many different and contradicting interpretations by 
different historians that shed a light on the religious practices of 
the civilization.
 Hence, option (c) is correct.

45. Consider the following statements and choose the correct 
answer option: (MPSC 2018)

 1. The relics of Chalcolithic civilization were found 
at Jorwe, Nevasa, Daimabad, Chandoli, Songaon, 
Inamgaon, Prakashe, Nasik, etc. in Maharashtra.

 2. The relics of Chalcolithic civilization were found at 
Ahar and Gilund in Rajasthan and Malwa, Kayatha, 
Eran, etc. in Madhya Pradesh.

 (a) Both the statements are correct
 (b) Both the statements are incorrect
 (c) Statement 1 is correct but statement 2 is incorrect
 (d) Statement 2 is correct but statement 1 is incorrect

Ans. (a) After the Neothilic period, it was seen that metals are 
being used. The very first metal used is copper. The Chalcolithic 
period is a stone copper phase. Ahar culture is the oldest one. 
Ahar and Gilund lie between the Banas valley. Malwa culture 
was from 1700 BC to 1200 BC. Navdatoli is the largest 
settlement of Malwa.

46. Harappan seals were made mostly of (PPSC 2018)
 (a) Steatite   (b) Red sandstone
 (c) Terracotta  (d) Ivory

Ans. (a)
 • Harappan seals, dating back to the ancient civilization of the 

Indus Valley, were primarily made from a material known 
as steatite, which is a type of soft stone also referred to as 
soapstone. 

 • These seals were used for various purposes such as marking 
ownership, indicating trade goods, or possibly as amulets 
or tokens of authority.

47. What is the most significant feature of the Indus Valley 
Civilization? (63rd BPSC 2018)

 (a) Burnt brick buildings (b) First true arches
 (c) Buildings of worship (d) Art and architecture
 (e) None of the above/More than one of the above

Ans. (a) Burnt brick buildings the most significant feature of 
the Indus Valley Civilization. The Indus Valley Civilisation, or 
Harappan Civilisation, was a Bronze Age civilisation mainly 
in the north western regions of South Asia, extending from 
what today is northeast Afghanistan to Pakistan and northwest 
India. he main towns of Indus valley civilization were Harappa, 
Mohenjo-Daro, Kalibangan, Lothal.

48. According to the report of IIT, Kharagpur study group, 
continuous low rainfall for how many years was the cause 
of fall of the Indus Valley Civilization?

(64th BPSC 2018)
 (a) 600 years  (b) 700 years
 (c) 800 years  (d) 900 years
 (e) None of the above/More than one of the above

Ans. (d) An IIT Kharagpur study claims that a drought-like 
phase that lasted for over 900 years ended the Indus Valley 
Civilization. Therefore, the correct answer is option –D.

49. The earliest evidence of animal domestication and 
agriculture in India has come from (64th BPSC 2018)

 (a) Anjira   (b) Damb Sadat
 (c) Kili Gul Muhammad (d) Mehrgarh
 (e) None of the above/More than one of the above
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Ans. (d) Research indicates two early stages of agricultural 
development in South Asia. In the earlier stage, dating roughly 
from 9500 to 7500 BP, agriculture was being established in 
parts of Pakistan. At the ancient site of Mehrgarh, the earliest 
evidence has been found; barley was the dominant crop and 
was apparently supplemented with some wheat. Therefore, the 
correct answer is option- (d).

50. Which of the following centres related to Indus Valley are 
situated in Uttar Pradesh?  (UPPSC 2018)

 Select the correct answer from the codes given below:
 I. Kalibanga  II. Lothal
 III. Alamgirpur  IV. Hulas
 Codes:
 (a) I, II, III, IV  (b) I, II
 (c) II, III   (d) III, IV

Ans. (d) Hulas, located in the Saharanpur district of Uttar 
Pradesh, India, and Alamgirpur is an archaeological site of 
the Indus Valley Civilization located in Meerut district Uttar 
Pradesh is a late Indus Valley Civilization archaeological 
site. Indus civilization, also called Indus valley civilization or 
Harappan civilization, the earliest known urban culture of the 
Indian subcontinent.

51. Which of the following statements is/are correct about 
Indus Valley civilization?  (GPSC 2019)

 1. The civilization was first identified in 1921 at 
Harappa and then in 1922 at Mohenjo-Daro.

 2. The outstanding magnitude of both the cities 
suggests political centralization, either in two large 
states or in a single empire with alternative capitals.

 3. The southern region of the civilization, on the 
Kathiawar Peninsula and beyond, appears to be of 
later origin than the major Indus sites.

 (a) 1 and 2 only  (b) 1 and 3 only
 (c) 2 and 3 only  (d) 1, 2 and 3

Ans. (d) The civilization was first identified in 1921 at 
Harappa in the Punjab region and then in 1922 at Mohenjo-
daro (Mohenjodaro), near the Indus River in the Sindh (Sind) 
region.
 • The government in the Indus Valley was a monarchy. 

The Priest King is the iconic representation of Indus 
civilization. Monarchy is a form of government in which 
supreme authority is vested in a single and usually hereditary 
figure, such as a king.

 • The Indus Valley people called their kings, rajahs; Citadel: 
a barrier of a civilization to protect it from invasions and 
natural disasters.

 • The southern region of the civilization, on the Kathiawar 
Peninsula and beyond, appears to be of later origin than the 
major Indus sites.

52. Which of the following statements are correct regarding 
excavated sites in Gujarat? Site On the River/Or Esle

 1. Lothal    Saraswati (GPSC 2019)
 2. Rojadi    Bhadar
 3. Dholavira   In the Desert of Kutch
 4. Malvan    Tapi
 (a) 1 and 2 only  (b) 1, 2 and 3 only
 (c) 2, 3 and 4 only (d) 2 and 3 only

Ans. (c) The archaeological remains of the Harappan port-
town of Lothal is located along the Bhogava river, a tributary 
of Sabarmati, in the Gulf of Khambat.
 • Rojdi is an archaeological site belonging to the Indus 

valley civilization. It is located on the northern bank of the 
Bhadar River in Gondal taluka of Rajkot district in central 
Saurashtra peninsula of Gujarat

 • Dholavira is located in the Khadir Bet Island in Kutch 
district of Gujarat. 

 • Malvan is a small Indus Valley Civilisation site, located at 
Valsad district in Gujarat. This site is, sometimes, considered 
one of the southernmost limits of Indus Valley Civilisation, 
the other one being Daimabad which is located further south. 
It lies on the lower courses of the Narmada and Tapi rivers.

53. The writing method of Iudus Script was (TNPSC 2019)
 (a) From left to right only
 (b) From right to left only
 (c) From left to right and right to left
 (d) From right to left and left to right

Ans. (d) The Indus Script was generally written from right to 
left. This is the case in most examples found, but there are some 
exceptions where the writing is bidirectional, which means that 
the direction of the writing is in one direction on one line but in 
the opposite direction on the next line.

54. Which one of the following is not a Harappan Site?
 (UPSC 2019)
 (a) Chanhudaro  (b) Kot Diji
 (c) Sohagaura  (d) Desalpur

Ans. (c) Nitin ch1: Sohgaura Copper Plate: The earliest known 
copper-plate, known as the Sohgaura copper-plate, is a Mauryan 
record that mentions famine relief efforts. So it can’t be a 
Harappan site, answer is (c).

55. Which among the following ports were associated with 
the Indo-Roman trade during the early centuries of the 
Current Era (Christian Era) ? (KPSC 2020)

 A. Bharuch   B. Arikamedu
 C. Muziris   D. Tamluk
 Choose the correct answer from the options given below:
 (a) A and D only  (b) B and C only 
 (c) A, B and C only (d) A, B, C and D

Ans. (d) All of the listed ports were associated with Indo-
Roman trade during the early centuries of the Common Era:
 • Bharuch: An important port on the west coast of India that 

was a hub for Indo-Roman trade.
 • B. Arikamedu: A port near present-day Puducherry, known 

for its Roman connections and trade activities.
 • C. Muziris: A significant port on the Malabar Coast (modern-

day Kerala) that was a major center of Indo-Roman trade.
 • D. Tamluk: An ancient port in Bengal that was also involved 

in trade with the Romans.
Hence, all four ports were significant in the context of Indo-
Roman trade. So, the correct answer is (d).

56. Who opined that ‘Indus Valley cities  received gold from 
Kolar and Hatti gold mines’ ? (KPSC 2020)

 (a) S.R. Rao   (b) A. Sundara
 (c) D.D. Kosambi (d) B.R. Gopal
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Ans. (a)  Dr. Shikaripur Ranganatha Rao (1st July, 
1922-January 3, 2013) was a scientist and a former Director of 
the Archaeological Survey of India. He opined that ‘Indus Valley 
cities received the gold from Kolar and Hatti gold mines’.  So, 
the correct answer is (a).

57. In which of the following Harappan cities, furrows of 
ploughed fields have been found? (66th BPSC 2020)

 (a) Kalibangan  (b) Dholavira
 (c) Mohenjo-daro (d) Lothal
 (e) None of the above/More than one of the above

Ans. (a) Kalibangan (literally black bangles) is located 
at Pilibangān, between Suratgarh and Hanumāngarh in 
Hanumangarh district of Rajasthan. It was one of the main sites 
of the Indus Valley Civilization and most scholars agree that 
it was located on the bank of River Saraswati which dried up 
by 2000 BC.  Kalibangan has given the evidence of both Pre-
harappan culture in the lower layer and harappan civilization 
in the upper layer. “Kalibangan in Rajasthan has given the 
evidence of the earliest (2800 BC) ploughed agricultural field 
ever revealed through an excavation” Kalibangan is also a site 
which has given an evidence of earliest recorded “Earthquake”. 
The earthquake is dated back to 2600 BC and is considered to 
have contributed to the end of this remarkable site of the Indus 
Valley Civilization.

58. Which of the following is/are seen as seated yogi on the 
Harrapan seal?  (GPSC 2020)

 I. Buddha   II. Pashupati
 III. Varuna   IV. Indra
 (a) Only I   (b) Only III and IV
 (c) Only II   (d) Only I and II

Ans. (c) The seal was an early prototype of the Hindu god 
Shiva who also was known by the title Pashupati.

59. The bust of bearded man which was found in Mohenjo-
Daro is made of _________.  (GPSC 2020)

 (a) Terracotta  (b) Sandstone
 (c) Steatite   (d) Redstone

Ans. (c) The bust of a bearded man was found in Mohenjo-
Daro and its figure was made of Steatite.
Larkana district, formed in 1901, occupies a fertile plain known 
as the “Garden of Sindh,” except for its mountainous western 
portion (Kirthar Range).

60. Match List - I with List - II and select the correct answer 
using the codes given below the lists : (UPPSC 2020)

List - I (Harappan Site) List - II (UT/State of India)
A. Balu 1. Uttar Pradesh
B. Manda 2. Jammu and Kashmir
C. Padri 3. Haryana
D. Hulas 4. Gujarat

 Codes :
  A B C D  A B C D
 (a) 3 2 1 4 (b) 2 3 4 1
 (c) 2 4 3 1 (d) 3 2 4 1 

Ans. (d) Balu is a small archaeological site ascribed to the 
Indus Valley Civilization. It is located some 22 kilometres south 
of Kaithal, a city in Haryana.

Manda is a village and an archaeological site in the union 
territory of Jammu and Kashmir. The site comprises ruins of an 
ancient Indus Valley Civilization. 
Padri is in Gujarat. The pottery found in Padri is from the Early 
Harappan ceramics. It continued till the mature phase of the 
Harappan Civilization.
Hulas is one of the many sites belonging to Chalcolithic 
Culture Phase in Doab of Uttar Pradesh. Hulas belong to the 
late Harappan phase. It goes back to 2000 BC and it seems it 
continued up to 1000 BCE.

61. Which Indus Valley sites are in India? (HPPSC 2021)
 1. Dholavira  2. Rakhigarhi
 3. Mohen-jo-Daro 4. Ganweriwala
 (a) 1 and 2    (b) 2 and 3 
 (c) 3 and 4    (d) 2 and 4

Ans. (a) Dholavira: It is one of the five largest Harappan sites 
and is situated in the Kutch district of Gujarat, India. Dholavira is 
renowned for its sophisticated urban planning, water conservation 
systems, and remarkable architecture, including a large fortified 
citadel, reservoirs, and streets laid out in a grid pattern.
Rakhigarhi: Located in the Hisar district of Haryana, India, 
Rakhigarhi is one of the largest Indus Valley Civilization sites 
discovered in the Indian subcontinent. It is believed to have been 
a prominent center of the Indus Valley Civilization, featuring 
well-planned streets, drainage systems, and evidence of craft 
production and trade.

62. The chief source of material to study the Harappan culture, is
 (a) Inscriptions (NPSC 2021)
 (b) Literature
 (c) Earthly material or broken instruments remains of 

city planning found at sites.
 (d) Numismatics

Ans. (c) The main sources of our information of Harappan 
civilisation are earthly material or broken instruments remains 
of city planning found at sites i.e. Archaeological materials. 
During the excavation of Indus sites, many tools, pottery, seals, 
household objects, etc. have excavated.

63. 'The shop of Bead-makers' was discovered during the 
excavations at: (NPSC 2021)

 (a) Lothal   (b) Kalibangan
 (c) Chanhudaro  (d) Ropar

Ans. (c)   The shop of bead-makers was discovered during the 
excavations at Chanhudaro. This site is known for its bead-
making industry and other artifacts related to craft production 
from the Indus Valley Civilization.

64. Which of the following statements are correct regarding 
Indus Valley Civilization? (GPSC 2021)

 1. Mohenjodaro is on the right bank of the Indus river 
in Larkana District of Sind

 2. Lothal is situated on the Sabarmati river at the head 
of the gulf of Cambay on the west coast of India

 3. Kalibangan lies in North-West of Delhi along the left 
bank of the now-dry Ghaggar

 4. Harappa, usually identified with Hariyupiya of the 
Rigveda, is situated on an old bed of the Beas river

 (a) 1, 2, 3 and 4  (b) 2, 3 and 4 only
 (c) 1, 2 and 3 only (d) 1 and 4 only
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Ans. (c) Mohenjodaro is on the right bank of the Indus River 
in Larkana District of Sind. Lothal is located between the 
Sabarmati river and its tributary Bhogavo, in the Saurashtra 
region. Kalibangan, literally black bangles, from the sight of 
the countless fragments of weather-stained terracotta bangles 
strewn over the surface of the site, lies some 310 kilometres 
northwest of Delhi, along the left bank of the now-dry river 
Ghaggar in the northern part of Rajasthan.

65. The Bronze figurines that were produced in the Harappan 
Civilisation were made through a process known as ___.

 (a) Lost Wax Process (GPSC 2021)
 (b) Hot Wax Process
 (c) Bronze Wax Process
 (d) Black and Red Wax Process

Ans. (a) Metal casting by the Indus Valley Civilization began 
around 3500 BC in the Mohenjodaro area, which produced one 
of the earliest known examples of lost-wax casting, an Indian 
bronze figurine named the “dancing girl” that dates back nearly 
5,000 years to the Harappan period. Lost-wax casting is the 
process by which a duplicate metal sculpture (often silver, gold, 
brass or bronze) is cast from an original sculpture. Intricate 
works can be achieved by this method.

66. Which of the following was/were found in Mohenjodaro?
 1. Bronze Image of a dancing girl (PPSC 2021)
 2. Steatite image of a bearded man
 3. Terracotta figurine of Mother Goddess
 Select the correct answer using the code given below :
 (a) Only 1   (b) Only 2
 (c) Only 1 and 3  (d) 1, 2 and 3

Ans. (d) The archaeological excavations at Mohenjodaro found 
some notable objects as:
 • A famous bronze statuette depicting a young woman in a 

confident pose.
 • A limestone bust of a bearded man wearing a patterned 

robe, believed to represent a high-ranking figure or priest.
 • Various terracotta figures of animals, humans, and deities, 

reflecting daily life and religious practices.
67. The shape of which tree is found in the seals from the 

Indus Civilization ?  (MPPSC 2021)
 (a) Mango   (b) Pipal
 (c) Parijat   (d) Sal

Ans. (b) The Peepal tree. The Peepal tree was considered most 
sacred. One of the seals shows a God standing between the 
branches of a Peepal tree and the God was being worshipped by 
a devotee on his knees.

68. This place is located 12 km South East of Madurai. 
It proves the fact that an urban civilization existed 
in Tamilnadu in the Sangam era on the banks of the 
river Vaigai. A researcher and retired civil servant  
Thiru R. Balakrishnan points to the similarities between 
this civilization and Indus valley civilization.

 Which of the following places is described in the 
paragraph above?  (TNPSC 2021)

 (a) Azhagankulam (b) Porunthal
 (c) Keeladi   (d) Kodumanal
 (e) None of these

Ans. (c) Excavations in the tiny hamlet of Keeladi prove that 
an urban civilisation existed in Tamil Nadu in the Sangam era 
on the banks of the river Vaigai.
Many antiquities have been unearthed that provide crucial 
evidence to understanding the missing links of the Iron Age 
[12th century BCE to 6th century BCE] to the Early Historic 
Period [6th century BCE to 4th century BCE] and subsequent 
cultural developments.

69. Who was the Director General of Archaeological survey 
of India at the time of Indus Valley excavation?

 (TNPSC 2021)
 (a) Dr. R.D. Banerjee (b) Sir John Marshall
 (c) D.R. Sahani  (d) Max Muller
 (e) None of these

Ans. (b) Sir John Hubert Marshall was the Director-General of 
the Archaeological Survey of India from 1902 to 1928. 
He oversaw the excavations of Harappa and Mohenjodaro of 
the Indus Valley Civilization.

70. More than 500 seals have been discovered in Indus Valley 
civilization which are all  (TNPSC 2021)

 (a) Gold   (b) Silver
 (c) Terracottas  (d) Copper
 (e) None of these

Ans. (c) Archaeologists have found numerous seals of different 
shapes and sizes all across the excavation sites. 
While most of the seals are square, it was found that triangular, 
rectangular and circular seals were also being used. 
Steatite, a soft stone found in the river beds, was although the 
most common material used to make seals, yet agate, chert, 
copper, faience and terracotta seals have also been found.
Most of the seals have inscriptions in a pictographic script 
which is yet to be deciphered.

71. What is name of the material with which the Harappan 
Seal is made of? (JKPSC 2021)

 (a) Copper   (b) Bronze
 (c) Steatite   (d) Iron

Ans. (c) Thousands of seals have been discovered by 
archaeologists from the Harappan sites. Most of the seals were 
made of steatite, which is a kind of soft stone. A few of them 
were also made of terracotta, gold, agate, chert, ivory and 
faience. The standard Harappan seal was square in shape with a 
2X2 dimension.

72. Which one of the following sites contains the evidence of 
cemetery ‘H’ culture? (Arunachal Pradesh 2021)

 (a) Kalibangan  (b) Mohenjo-daro
 (c) Harappa   (d) Chanhudaro

Ans. (c) The Cemetery H culture was located in and around the 
Punjab region in present-day India and Pakistan. It was named 
after a cemetery found in "area H" at Harappa. So the correct 
option is option (c).

73. The structure known as the ‘Great Bath’ is associated with 
which of the ancient civilizations?

 (a) Greek civilization (Arunachal Pradesh 2021)
 (b) Egyptian civilization
 (c) Roman civilization
 (d) Indus Valley Civilization
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Ans. (d) The Great Bath is associated with the ancient Indus 
Valley Civilization, also known as the Harappan Civilization. 
So the correct option is option (d).

74. In which State of India is the Harappan Civilization site 
Mandi situated ? (UPPSC 2021)

 (a) Gujarat   (b) Haryana
 (c) Rajasthan  (d) Uttar Pradesh

Ans. (d) Mandi is situated in about 200 km northeast of Delhi 
in Uttar pradesh. It is notable for the discovery and looting of an 
ancient treasure trove by villagers in June 2000. The treasure is 
believed to have been from the Indus Valley Civilisation period.

75. Which one of the following ancient towns is well-
known for its elaborate system of water harvesting and 
management by building a series of dams and channelizing 
water into connected reservoirs? (UPSC 2021)

 (a) Dholavira  (b) Kalibangan
 (c) Rakhigarhi  (d) Ropar

Ans. (a)
 • Dholavira was known for the Water Management
 • Surrounded by 2 channels, the natives had built dam, 

reservoir, step well and canal for effective water management.
SOURCE : NCERT- Class 12- Themes in Indian History Part 1

76. Earliest evidence of settled agriculture in the subcontinent 
comes from (WBPSC 2022)

 (a) Utnur   (b) Burzahom
 (c) Mehrgarh  (d) Bagor

Ans. (c) The earliest evidence of settled agriculture in the 
subcontinent comes from Mehrgarh. It  is located on the 
Bolan River, a tributary of the Indus, at the eastern edge of the 
Baluchistan (Pakistan) plateau overlooking the Indus plain. The 
Mehrgarh culture has been divided into 8 sub periods

77. Match the following: (WBPSC 2022)
 (A) Kot Diji   1. Luigi Pio Tessitori
 (B) Harappa    2.  F. A. Khan, G. S. 

Ghurye
 (C) Kalibangan  3. Daya Ram Sahani
 (D) Mohenjodaro  4.  Rakhal Das 

Bandyopadhyay
 (a) A-2, B-3, C-1, D-4 (b) A-1, B-3, C-2, D-4
 (c) A-4, B-1, C-2, D-3 (d) A-3, B-2, C-4, D-1

Ans. (a) 
Place Excavator
Kot Diji F. A. Khan and G. S. Ghurye
Harappa Daya Ram Sahani
 Kalibangan Luigi Pio Tessitori
Mohenjodaro Rakhal Das Bandyopadhyay

78. Research was done at __________ with reference to the 
Middle Age and Copper Age in terms of human settlement 
in Maharashtra. (MPSC 2022)

 (a) Patne (Jalgaon)
 (b) Hatkahamba (Ratnagiri)
 (c) Inamgaon (Pune)
 (d) All of the above

Ans. (d) The study of the mesolithic and Chalcolithic periods 
in Maharashtra is based on the Mesolithic culture in Gujrat and 
Neolithic culture in Andhra Pradesh.
 • The Mesolithic period existed 10,000B.P. to 4,000B.C.
 • During this period black soil was formed in Maharashtra 

due to dense forest.
 • Compared to the earlier period, human life was happier in 

this period because of the abundance of plants and animal 
food.

 • This contributed to the increase in population, which is 
corroborated by research at Patne, Pachand, Hathakamba, 
and Inamgaon and a large number of Mesolithic Chalcolithic 
sites.

 • The tools of this period small and geometric form.
79. Which of the following is a large Mesolithic site in 

Rajasthan ? (MPSC 2022)
 (a) Bagor   (b) Adamgarh
 (c) Pratapgarh  (d) Chopni-Mando

Ans. (a) Bagor is a large Mesolithic site in Rajasthan. It is 
located on the river Kothari is the largest Mesolithic site in India 
and has been horizontally excavated. Bagor has three cultural 
phases

80.  Based on findings of excavation of Harappan Civilization, 
what are not true? (CGPSC 2022)

 (i) For all kinds of constructions, same size of bricks 
were used.

 (ii) Mostly all the houses were single storey.
 (iii) Main roads were on average ten meters in width.
 (a) (i) and (ii)  (b) (ii) and (iii)
 (c) (i) and (iii)  (d) (i), (ii) and (iii)

Ans. (a) Roads in Harrapan civilization were fully lined and 
ranged in width from 13 to 34 feet. Mostly all houses were of 
single storey and for construction same size of bricks were used.

81. Which one of the following statement(s) is not correct 
about the Indus Valley People? (TNPSC 2022)

 (i) The Indus Valley People worshipped trees and 
animals

 (ii) The principal deity of Indus Valley People was 
Krishna

 (iii) The Indus Valley People worshipped fire and water
 (iv) The principal deity of Indus Valley People was 

mother goddess
 (a) (i) and (iii) only
 (b) (ii) only
 (c) (i) and (ii) only
 (d) (ii) and (iii) only
 (e) Answer not known

Ans. (d) Statement (ii)  Krishna, was not worshipped by the 
Indus Valley Civilization; their principal deity was likely a 
mother goddess.
Statement (iii)  The Indus Valley Civilization did not have 
substantial evidence for the specific worship of fire and 
water. Such worship is more closely associated with the 
Vedic period that followed.
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82. Which are the main cradles of civilizations which have 
shaped the destinies of mankind? (GPSC 2022)

 1. China
 2. Indian Sub-continent
 3. The Fertile Crescent (Egypt and Mesopotamia)
 4. The Mediterranean (Greece and Rome)
 Select the correct answer using the code below:
 (a) 1, 2 and 3 only (b) 2 only
 (c) 2 and 3 only  (d) All of the above

Ans. (d) Most scholars place the earliest cradles of civilizations 
in modern-day Iraq, Egypt, India, China, Peru and Mexico, 
beginning between approximately 4000 and 3000 B.C.

83. A male-god on one Seal of Indus, seated in the yogi 
posture, surrounded by animals is identified as a prototype 
of (GPSC 2022)

 (a) God Vishnu  (b) God Siva
 (c) God Brahma  (d) None of the above

Ans. (b) Male-god on one Seal of Indus, seated in the yogi 
posture, surrounded by animals is identified as a prototype of 
God Siva

84. Who excavated Surkotada site of Indus? (GPSC 2022)
 (a) Sir Daya Ram Sahani (b) Sri Jagat Pati Joshi
 (c) Sri S. R. Rao  (d) Mortimer Wheeler

Ans. (b) Surkotada is a small, 3.5 acre site northeast of Bhuj, in 
Gujarat, approximately 50 kms from Rapar. It was discovered 
and excavated by Shri Jagat Pati Joshi of ASI in 1964-1968. 
“The mound has an average height of five-to-eight metres (east-
to-west) at the time of its discovery.

85. Which of the following were the port towns of the Indus 
Valley Civilization?  (GPSC 2022)

 1. Balakot  
 2. Khirasa
 3. Kuntasi
 Select the correct answer code:
 (a) 1, 2 (b) 1, 3 (c) 2, 3 (d) 1, 2, 3

Ans. (*) Commission has cancelled this question.
The correct answer is (d) 1, 2, 3. All three – Balakot, Khirasa, 
and Kuntasi – are believed to have been port towns of the Indus 
Valley Civilization. But officially question has been deleted by 
GPSC.

86. What is “Chahar Taslim”?  (Telangana 2022)
 (a) A book written by Abul Fazal.
 (b) A poetry collection of Nur jahan.
 (c) It is a form of a dance.
 (d) It is a mode of salutation.

Ans. (d) Chahartaslim (literally means submission) is a mode 
of salutation which begins with placing the back of the right 
hand on the ground, and raising it gently till the person stands 
erect, when he puts the palm of his hand upon the crown of his 
head. It is done four (chahar) times.

87. From which archaeological site of Indus Valley 
Civilization, the figure or models of boat are found?

 (a) Kalibangan and Ropar (UPPSC 2022)
 (b) Harappa and Kotdiji
 (c) Mohenjodaro and Lothal
 (d) Dhaulabira and Bhagatrav

Ans. (c) Ship or a boat, with a stick-impressed socket for the 
mast, has been found from Lothal.
An unfired steatite seal and sealing of a boat has been found at 
Mohenjo-daro.

88. Match List-I with List-II in connection with the 
commercial items imported by the "Indus Valley 
Civilization. (Manipur 2023)

  List-I    List-II
  (Metal)    (Source)
 (A) Lapis lazuli   (i) Khetri
 (B) Jade   (ii) Afghanistan
 (C) Copper    (iii) Kolar
 (D) Gold   (iv) Pamir
 Select the correct answer :
 (a) (A)-(i), (B)-(ii), (C)-(iii), (D)-(iv)
 (b) (A)-(iii), (B)-(i), (C)-(ii), (D)-(iv)
 (c) (A)-(i), (B)-(iv), (C)-(iii), (D)-(ii)
 (d) (A)-(ii), (B)-(iv), (C)-(i), (D)-(iii)

Ans. (d) (A)-(ii), (B)-(iv), (C)-(i), (D)-(iii)
 (A) Lapis lazuli - (ii) Afghanistan
 (B) Jade - (iv) Pamir
 (C) Copper - (i) Khetri
 (D) Gold- (iii) Kolar
 So, the correct answer is option (d).

89. Rakhigarhi, which was seen in the news recently, is a 
Harappan site located in which State ? (Tripura 2023)

 (a) Haryana   (b) Gujarat
 (c) Madhya Pradesh (d) Punjab

Ans. (a) Rakhigarhi is an archaeological site in the Haryana 
district of Hisar, about 150 km northwest of Delhi. It’s 
considered the largest Harappan site in the Indian subcontinent, 
covering 350 acres. The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) 
and Deccan College Pune have been excavating the site.

90. With reference to the prevalence of agricultural 
technologies in the Indus Valley Civilization, consider the 
following statements. (JKPSC 2023) 

 1. The terracotta models of the plough have been found 
at the site of Banawali.

 2. The evidence of the ploughed field was found at 
Kalibangan. 

 3. Traces of canals for irrigation have been found at the 
site of Shortughai in Afghanistan.

 Choose the correct answer.
 (a) 2 and 3 only  (b) 2 only 
 (c) 1 and 3 only  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans. (d) All three statements are correct. Terracotta models 
of ploughs have been found at Banawali, indicating the use 
of plough-based agriculture. Evidence of a ploughed field has 
been discovered at Kalibangan, marking an important feature 
of agricultural practices in the Indus Valley Civilization. 
Traces of canals for irrigation have been found at Shortughai in 
Afghanistan, a site linked to the Indus Valley Civilization, which 
shows their knowledge of advanced irrigation techniques. These 
findings highlight the civilization’s engagement with advanced 
agricultural technologies.
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91. One of the largest and most spectacular rock shelters 
is located in the Vindhya hills, full of Paleolithic and 
Mesolithic remains. It consists of the richest paintings 
of daily life events from hunting, dancing, and music 
to animal fighting, honey collection etc. Which of the 
following site is referred to above? (JKPSC 2023)

 (a) Lakhudiyar caves (b) Pachmarhi caves 
 (c) Bhimbetka caves (d) Raigarh caves

Ans. (c) The Bhimbetka caves, located in the Vindhya hills, are 
one of India’s largest and most significant rock shelters. These 
caves are known for their Paleolithic and Mesolithic remains 
and feature some of the richest ancient paintings depicting daily 
life activities such as hunting, dancing, and music, providing a 
glimpse into early human life. Bhimbetka is a UNESCO World 
Heritage site.

92. Who was the main male God worshipped by Indus people?
 (GPSC 2023)

 (a) Lord Vishnu  (b) Lord Shiva
 (c) Brahma   (d) Indra

Ans. (b) The Indus valley people worshiped Lord Shiva as the 
main male god. The erect male phallus or the male reproductive 
power of the god Shiva.

93. Which of the following sites of Indus Valley Civilization 
are located in India?  (GPSC 2023)

 1. Mohenjo-Daro 2. Rakhigarhi
 3. Ganweriwala  4. Dholavira
 Select the correct answer code:
 (a) 1, 2, 3   (b) 2, 4
 (c) 2, 3, 4   (d) 1, 2, 4

Ans. (b) Major sites of Indus Valley Civilization are located in:
India Dholavira, Kalibangan, Rakhigarhi, Rupar, 

and Lothal 
Pakistan Harappa, Ganeriwala, and Mohenjo-daro 

94. Which of the following animals was not known to the people 
of the Indus Valley Civilization?  (69th BPSC 2023)

 (a) Bull   (b) Horse
 (c) Elephant   (d) None of the above

Ans. (b) Horse was the animal not known to the people of 
Indus Valley Civilisation.

95. Who among the following discovered 'Surkotda', a site of 
Harappan culture? (RPSC 2023)

 (a) B.B. Lal   (b) S.R. Rao
 (c) Y.D. Sharma  (d) Jagatpati Joshi
 (e) Question not attempted

Ans. (d) JagatPati Joshi is an Indian archaeologist who 
discovered the Indus Valley sites of Dholavira and Surkotada. 
Joshi served as the Director General of the Archaeological 
Survey of India from 1987 to 1990. 

96. In the excavation of which of the following ancient site 
the huge collection of iron materials is found related to 
Malava Republic? (RPSC 2023)

 (a) Nagar (Nainwan)
 (b) Nagari (Madhyamika)
 (c) Sambhar
 (d) Rairh (Tonk)
 (e) Question not attempted

Ans. (d) In the excavation of Rairh (Tonk) in Rajasthan, a 
huge collection of iron materials is found which is related to the 
Malava Republic.

97. During the Indus Valley Civilization, the beads 
manufacturing industry was located at (APPSC 2023)

 (a) Dholavira  (b) Suktagendor
 (c) Chanhundaro  (d) Daimabad

Ans. (c) Chanhudaro, located in the Sindh region of modern-
day Pakistan, was a major center for bead manufacturing during 
the Indus Valley Civilization (3300-1300 BCE).
Archaeological excavations have uncovered evidence of bead-
making workshops, including materials like carnelian, lapis 
lazuli, and turquoise.

98. Match list-I with list-II and choose the correct answer 
using the code given below the lists - (UPPSC 2023)

  List-I    List-II 
  (Archaeological site)  (Present location)
 (A) Nevasa   (1) Rajasthan
 (B) Isamour   (2) Tamil Nadu
 (C) Didwana   (3) Maharashtra
 (D) Gudiyam cave (4) Karnataka
 Code-
 (a) A-(3), B-(2), C-(4), D-(1)
 (b) A-(4), B-(3), C-(1), D-(2)
 (c) A-(3), B-(4), C-(1), D-(2)
 (d) A-(3), B-(4), C-(2), D-(1)

Ans. (c) 
List 1 
(Archaeological sites) 

List 2 
(Present Location)

Nevasa Maharashtra
Isampur Karnataka
Didwana Rajasthan
Gudiyam Cave Tamil Nadu

99. Eastern boundary of the Harappa culture is indicated by 
which of the following? (UPPSC 2023)

 (a) Manda   (b) Alamgirpur
 (c) Rakhigarhi  (d) Harappa

Ans. (b) The eastern boundary was till Alamgirpur in Western 
UP. The Southern boundary reached Daimabad in Maharashtra. 
The Northern boundary was till Manda Akhnoor in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

100. Consider the following statements on the late Harappan 
cultures: (APPSC 2024)

 I. The late Harappan cultures are primarily Chalcolithic 
in which tools of stone  and copper are used.

 II. They do not show metal objects requiring 
complicated casting.

 III. The Chalcolithic people in the later Harappan phase 
lived in villages.

 IV. In the late Harappan phase at Bhagwanpura in 
Haryana, burnt bricks were not found.

 Which of the above statements are correct?
 (a) I, II and IV  (b) I, II and III
 (c) II, III and IV  (d) I, II, III and IV
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Ans. (b) Statement I is correct: The Chalcolithic period is 
characterized by the use of both stone and copper tools. This 
aligns with the late Harappan period where the use of copper, 
along with stone tools, was prevalent. 
Statement II is correct: The late Harappan period did see a 
decline in the complexity of metal objects. There were fewer 
intricate castings compared to the earlier phases of the Harappan 
civilization. 
Statement III is correct: During the late Harappan phase, there 
was a shift towards rural settlements and smaller villages as 
compared to the earlier urban centers. 
Statement IV is incorrect: Archaeological findings at 
Bhagwanpura have shown the use of both mud bricks and burnt 
bricks.

101. At which of the following Indus Valley sites was a 
terracotta replica relating to exploration of a plough 
discovered? (JPSC 2024)

 (a) Dholavira
 (b) Kalibangan
 (c) Rakhigarhi
 (d) Banawali

Ans. (d) The plough of terracotta was found in the Harappan 
site of Banawali. It is an archaeological site located in the 
Fatehabad district of Haryana, which is related to the Indus 
Valley Civilization. It is 120 km from Kalibanga and 14 km 
from Fatehabad. The city was situated on the banks of the 
Sarasvati River. The archaeologist R. S. Bisht evacuated this 
site. The following sequence of cultures was revealed after the 
evacuations. The first is the pre-Harappan culture which existed 
between 2500 to 2300 BCE, the second is mature Harappan 
which existed from 2300 to 1700 BCE and the third was post-
Harappan which existed from 1700 to 1500/1450 BC.
Dholavira:- This is an archaeological site which is located in 
Bhachau Taluka of Kachchh district of Gujarat state, India. It 
gets its name from a village located 1km south of here, which 
is 165 km from Radhanpur.  It discovered by archaeologist J. P. 
Joshi in 1956. 
Kalibangan:-This is an ancient and historical site of the 
Hanumangarh district of Rajasthan. Important relics of the 
Indus Valley Civilization have been found here. Kalibangan site 
was discovered by Luigi Pio Tessitori, an Italian Indologist and 
linguist. Lothal:- This is one of the most important cities of the 
ancient Indus Valley Civilization. This old city is located in the 
Bhal region of the Indian state of Gujarat and was discovered in 
1954. Lothal was discovered by S. R. Rao in 1955.



Ans. (d) When Humayun, the second Mughal emperor, 
returned from his exile, he brought along with him two eminent 
Persian artists – Mir Sayyid Ali and Abd al-Samad. Based on 
Humayun’s instructions, these Persian artists created many 
famous paintings, including the ‘Khamsa of Nizami.’ These 
paintings deviated from the traditional style of Persian art and 
hence a new style of art form called ‘Mughal Painting’ was 
born. Mughal paintings were further developed by subsequent 
Mughal emperors. [As per the official anwer key, (d) is given 
but Humayun in is right.]

6. Who of the following Muslim rulers abolished the 
pilgrimage tax? (53rd-55th BPSC 2011)

 (a) Bahalol Lodi  (b) Sher Shah
 (c) Humayun  (d) Akbar

Ans. (d) Akbar was a Mughal emperor who is known for his 
tolerant nature toward all religions and his work in the interest 
of general public. Like
• He prohibited slavery
• Allowed widow remarriage
• Prostitution was regulated
• Sati of Hindu women was prohibited
• Prostitution was regulated
• Abolishing Jizya (a tax on non-Muslims) and pilgrimage 

tax, etc.
7. Who is the writer of “Humayun-Nama”? (UKPSC 2011)
 (a) Zebunnisa  (b) Jahanara
 (c) Gulbadan Begum (d) Roshanara

Ans. (c) Humayun Narma was written by Gulbadan Begum 
Gulbadan was the daughter of Babur, Humayun's sister and 
Akbar's aunt. Gulbadan could write fluently in Turkish and 
Persian.

8. Who was defeated in the battle of Khanva?
 (a) Rana Pratap  (b) Hemu (UKPSC 2011)
 (c) Rana Sanga  (d) Allauddin Khilji

Ans. (c) Battle of Khanwa was fought between the Mughal 
forces under the leadership of Babur and Rajput alliance led 
by Rana Sanga The victory in the battle consolidated the new 
Mughal dynasty in India.

9. The Battle of Haldighati was fought in (UKPSC 2011)
 (a) 1756 AD   (b) 1576 AD
 (c) 1756 BC   (d) 1576 BC

Ans. (d) The Battle of Haldighati was fought on 18 June, 1576 
between the armies of Maharana Pratap, the Rana of Mewar 
and the Mughal emperor Akbar's forces, led by Man Singh I of 
Amber.

1. During the Mughal period, which one of the following 
were the first to come to India as traders?  (APSC 2007) 

 (a) Portuguese 
 (b) English 
 (c) Dutch  
 (d) Danish

Ans. (a) The first Europeans to come to India and the last ones 
to leave were Portuguese. They were the first to come to India 
as traders during the Mughal period. Portuguese colonialism 
began in earnest when Vasco da Gama reached Calicut on the 
Malabar Coast on 20 May 1498. He met the Zamorin, ruler of 
Calicut and despite objections from the Arab traders, obtained 
permission from the Zamorin to trade in Calicut. In India, 
Portugal established her trading settlements at Cochin, Goa, 
Diu, and Daman. In course of time, they converted themselves 
into a territorial power in India.

2. The British received permission to establish their company 
in India from (TNPSC 2007)

 (a) Akbar   (b) Jahangir
 (b) Shahjahan  (d) Aurangzeb

Ans. (b) The British received permission to establish their 
company in India from Jahangir. They established their first 
factory in Surat. The trade between India and England was 
carried out through this company. Thomas Roe visited the 
court of the Mughal emperor Jahangir in 1615 CE and obtained 
permission to trade in Surat. Later trade centers were established 
at Agra, Ahmedabad and Broch. 

3. The tomb at Sasaram was built by (TNPSC 2010)
 (a) Humayun  (b) Sher Shah
 (c) Akbar   (d) Babar

Ans. (b) The tomb at Sasaram was built by Sher Shah Suri.It  
was designed by the architect Mir Muhammad Aliwal Khan and 
built between 1540 and 1545. The tomb was built during the 
lifetime of Sher Shah as well as the reign of his son Islam Shah. 

4. Which Mughal emperor was defeated by Sher Shah?
 (TNPSC 2011)
 (a) Babur   (b) Humayun
 (c) Jahangir   (d) Aurangzeb

Ans. (b) Humayun was the second emperor of the Mughal 
Empire who ruled over Afghanistan, Pakistan, Northern India 
and Bangladesh. He was defeated by the famous ruler who 
constructed G.T Karnal Road.

5. The first Mughal Emperor to show interest in painting 
was (TNPSC 2011)

 (a) Akbar   (b) Humayun
 (c) Shah Jahan  (d) Babur

The Mughal EmpireChapter
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10. Which Rajput ruler continued his struggle for 
independence against Mughals and did not surrender?

 (a) Raja Raisingh of Bikaner  (RPSC 2012)
 (b) Rao Chandrasen of Marwar 
 (c) Raja Bharmal of Amber
 (d) Maharana Amar Singh of Mewar 

Ans. (b) Maharaja Chandrasen of Marwar continued his 
struggle for independence against Mughals and did not 
surrender. He consistently defended his kingdom for nearly 
two decades against relentless attacks from the Mughal Empire. 
The Mughals were not able to establish their direct rule in his 
kingdom till his death.

11. Mansur,  the court painter of Jahangir, was most famous 
for painting which of the following? (PPSC 2013)

 (a) Historical monuments (b) Human portraits 
 (c) Landscapes  (d) Plants, birds and animals 

Ans. (d) Ustad Mansur was a masterful court painter in the 
Mughal Empire during the reign of Emperor Jahangir. His 
paintings of exotic birds, animals, and plants are highly valued 
for their artistic excellence and scientific accuracy, securing his 
legacy as one of the great artists of his time.

12. Emperor Akbar classified the lands in various categories 
and fixed different revenue to be paid by each. In this 
context, examine which of the following defines Polaj 
land? (PPSC 2013)

 (a) Land which is annually cultivated for each crop in 
succession and is never allowed to lie fallow.

 (b) Land left out of cultivation for a time that it may 
recover its strength.

 (c) Land that has lain fallow for three or four years. 
 (d) Land uncultivated for five years and more.

Ans. (a) Akbar, the Mughal Emperor, implemented an efficient 
land revenue system known as the Zabt system or the Dahsala 
system. These systems were developed by his finance minister, 
Raja Todar Mal. Polaj was the best type of land that was 
annually cultivated and yielded the most crops.

13. Which of the following statements about ‘Babur’ are 
True? (TNPSC 2013)

 I. He was the fourth descendant of Timur from the 
side of his father, and fifteenth descendant of 
Changizkhan through his mother

 II. He was the fifth descendant of Timour from the 
side of his father and fourteenth descendant of 
Changizkhan through his mother

 III. He was the fifteenth descendant of Timour from 
the side of his father and fourth descendant of 
Changizkhan through his mother

 IV. His family belonged to the Chaghatai section of the 
Turkish race

 (a) I and II are correct (b) II and IV are correct
 (c) III and IV are correct (d) I and IV are correct

Ans. (b) As far as Genghis Khan is concerned, Babur’s mother 
had descended from Chagatai Khan, son of Genghis Khan. But 
it is more complicated than that and we need to understand the 
son-in-law system of the Mongols. 

In Timur’s time, the power of the Khans had declined but their 
prestige remained. Timur was a noble (not a Khan) who married 
multiple Chagatai and Jochi queens to build his legitimacy and 
get a boost in his career. 
Timur called himself Gurgeniya (son-in-law of Genghis Khan’s 
family). But this did not end with Timur. Timur’s children, 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren continue to marry Khanums 
as did Umar Sheik Mirza, Babur’s father who married Qutlugh 
Khanum, his mother.

14. Who was known as ‘Nakati Rani’ in the history of 
Garhwal? (UKPSC 2013)

 (a) Guleria Rani  (b) Karnavati Rani
 (c) Nepalia Rani  (d) Kamlendumati Rani

Ans. (b) Rani Karnavati, also known as Nakati-Rani, was the 
queen of the Garhwal kingdom who ruled after her husband's 
death in 1631. She earned the nickname "Nak-Kati-Rani" (the 
queen who cuts noses) during an attack on the kingdom by 
Mughal ruler Shah Jahan in 1640, when she was known to cut off 
the noses of invaders. She was a fearless ruler who successfully 
defended the kingdom from invaders for many years, including 
the Mughal army.

15. Who invited Babur to invade India ? (WBPSC 2013)
 (a) Ibrahim Lodi 
 (b) Sikandar Lodi
 (c) Daulat Khan Lodi
 (d) Sher Khan

Ans. (c) Daulat Khan Lodi was the governor of Lahore 
during the reign of Ibrahim Lodi and the last ruler of the Lodi 
dynasty. He invited Babur to Invade India and defeated the Lodi 
Empire of Northern India. Babur was a Central Asian ruler and 
a descendant of the Mongol conqueror Genghis Khan

16. Who of the following became a member of the ‘Din-i-
Ilahi ? (WBPSC 2013)

 (a) Raja Man Singh (b) Todarmal
 (c) Tansen   (d) Raja Birbal

Ans. (d) The correct answer is Birbal. 
The theory of Din-i-Ilahi was introduced by Mughal Emperor 
Akbar. It is based on Monotheism, which means belief in 
one God. The first initiated disciples of Din-i-Ilahi during 
Emperor Akbar included Birbal, Prince Salim, and Abul-Fazl 
ibn Mubarak.

17. What was the ‘Dam’ ? (WBPSC 2013)
 (a) Copper coin introduced by Sher Shah
 (b) Copper coin introduced by Akbar
 (c) Copper coin introduced by Shah Jahan
 (d) Copper coin introduced by Aurangzeb

Ans. (a) A dam was a small Indian copper coin. The coin was 
first introduced by Sher Shah Suri during his rule of India 
between 1540 and 1545, along with Mohur, the gold coin and 
Rupiya the silver coin.

18. Which Mughal emperor subdued the Portuguese in Bengal ?
 (WBPSC 2013)
 (a) Akbar   (b) Jahangir
 (c) Shah Jahan  (d) Aurangzeb
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Ans. (c) It was Emperor Shah Jahan who subdued the 
Portuguese in Bengal. 
 • In 1537, after the collapse of Satgaon, the main mercantile 

center of Lower Bengal, the Portuguese established the city 
of Hooghly (now Hugli).

 • The Portuguese were banished and expelled out from 
Hooghly in the year 1632 by the likes of Mughal forces 
commanded and lead by none other than Shah Jahan.

 • The first British settlement (1651) was Hooghly in the Lower 
part of Bengal and in 1690 it had been deserted for Calcutta 
(now the Kolkata region).

19. Where is the tomb of Jahangir situated ? (WBPSC 2014)
 (a) Agra   (b) Delhi
 (c) Lahore   (d) Srinagar

Ans. (c) The Tomb of Jahangir is in Lahore. It was built in 
17th-century for the Mughal Emperor Jahangir. The mausoleum 
dates from 1637, and is located in Shahdara Bagh near city of 
Lahore.

20. Which of the following Mughal Emperors introduced 
educational reforms? (MPPSC 2014)

 (a) Jahangir   (b) Shahjahan
 (c) Humayun  (d) Akbar

Ans. (d) The Mughal emperor Akbar made improvements in 
education sector.

21. The Ain-i-Akbari was written by  (APSC 2014)
 (a) Farisha   (b) Ibn Batura 
 (c) Abul Fazl  (d) Birbal 

Ans. (c) The Ain-i-Akbari was written by Abul Fazl. The main 
purpose of Ain-i-Akbari was to record information about the 
people and society during the Mughal regime and to give detailed 
accounts of the organisation of the court, administration and 
army. The Book written in Persian language dealt with Akbar’s 
administration, household, army, the revenues and geography 
of his empire. It provides rich details about the traditions and 
culture of the people living in India. It also got statistical details 
about crops, yields, prices, wages, and revenues.

22. The most outstanding Rajput ruler in the post Aurangzeb 
period was Sawai Raja Jai Singh of Amber. He built the 
beautiful city of Jaipur. He also erected astronomical 
observatories at five places. At how many of the following 
places he did not erect these?  (MPSC 2014)

 (1) Banaras   (2) Ujjain
 (3) Mathura   (4) Udaipur
 (5) Allahabad
 (a) One   (b) Two
 (c) Three   (d) Four

Ans. (b) Sawai Jai Singh II, Maharaja of Amber and Jaipur, 
constructed five observatories in the second quarter of the 
eighteenth century in the north Indian cities of Shahjahanabad 
(Delhi), Jaipur, Ujjain, Mathura, and Varanasi.

23. To whom Aurengzeb bestowed upon the title of ‘Sahibat-
uz-Zamani’? (UPPSC 2014)

 (a) Shaista Khan  (b) Amin Khan
 (c) Jahan Ara  (d) Roshan Ara

Ans. (c) Jahan Ara was the eldest child of Shah Jahan born 
from Mumtaz Mahal.And was Shah Jahan’s favorite daughter 
and wielded major political influence during her father’s reign, 
having been described as “the most powerful woman in the 
empire”  During the war of succession which took place after 
Shah Jahan’s illness in 1657, Jahan ara sided with the heir-
apparent Dara and ultimately joined her father in Agra Fort, 
where he had been placed under house arrest by Aurangzeb. A 
devoted daughter, she took care of Shah Jahan until his death 
in 1666. Later, Jahan ara reconciled with Aurangzeb who gave 
her the title Empress of Princesses and she replaced her younger 
sister, Princess Roshan ara Begum, as First Lady. Jahan ara died 
unmarried during Aurangzeb’s reign at the time she designed the 
famous Chandni chowk market of old Delhi and took active part 
in politics of the court. The tile of ‘Sahibat al Zamani’ (Lady of 
the age) was bestowed upon her by her brother.

24. Hemchandra Vikramaditya is famous in Indian history as
 (a) Puran Mal  (b) Maldev (JPSC 2015)
 (c) Rana Sanga  (d) Hemu

Ans. (d) From being a vegetable seller on the streets to 
crowning himself the independent king of Delhi, Hemchandra 
Vikramaditya or Hemu, as he is more popularly known lived a 
great and happening life full of achievements. After his 22 nd 
victory on 7 th October, 1556, in which he defeated Tardi Beg 
Khan of Humayun’s army, he crowned himself as the emperor 
of Delhi breaking the rhetoric of establishing the Islamic rule 
in Delhi under the Flag of Suri Dynasty. He adopted the name 
“Samrat Hemchandra Vikramaditya”.

25. Which revenue system among the following is also known 
as the Bandobast System? (JPSC 2015)

 (a) Zabti (b) Dahsala (c) Nasaq (d) Kankut

Ans. (a) The zabti system, originally, is associated with Raja 
Todar Mal (one of the nobles of Akbar), therefore, sometimes, 
it is called as Todar Mal’s bandobast. Todar Mal was a brilliant 
revenue officer of his time. He first served on Sher Shah’s 
court, but later joined Akbar. The Permanent Settlement, 
Sthayi Bandobast in Hindi, and also known as the Permanent 
Settlement of Bengal, was an agreement between the East India 
Company and Bengali landlords.

26. Abul Fazl's death was caused by (JPSC 2015)
 (a) Prince Salim
 (b) Abdur Rahim Khan-i-Khanan
 (c) Prince Murad 
 (d) Prince Daniyal

Ans. (a) Abul Fazl was murdered on the orders of Prince Salim 
in 1602 because Prince Salim considered him an obstruction in 
his path of becoming the emperor. Vir Singh Bundela was hired 
by Prince Salim to accomplish this task. He later became the 
ruler of Orchha. He was the younger brother of Faizi and one 
of the Navratnas in the court of Akbar. Fazl’s severed head was 
sent to the prince. Apart from the Akbarnama, Abu'l Fazl is also 
remembered for his other works such as the Ruqa'at, which is a 
collection of private correspondence to Murad, Daniyal, Akbar, 
Mariam Makani and Salim.

27. Which Mughal Emperor prohibited the use of tobacco?
 (JPSC 2015)
 (a) Babur   (b) Jahangir
 (c) Aurangzeb  (d) Muhammad Shah
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Ans. (b) Jahangir is the Mughal emperor who prohibited 
smoking and use of tobacco in 1617 AD. Jahangir ruled from 
1605 to 1627. During the reign of Emperor Akbar, tobacco 
was introduced by the Portuguese in the late 16th century. The 
intake of tobacco became so popular that Jahangir had to pass 
a decree around 1617 to ban it. His original name was Nur-ud 
din Muhammad Salim. He was the eldest son of Akbar and the 
fourth ruler of the Mughal Dynasty who ruled from 1605-1627.

28. During the reign of which of the following Mughal 
emperors was the Sikh leader Banda Singh Bahadur 
captured and executed?  (PPSC 2015)

 (a) Aurangzeb  (b) Bahadur Shah 
 (c) Jahandar Shah (d) Farukhsiyar 

Ans. (d) Banda Singh Bahadur led the Khalsa, a Sikh army, in 
several successful military campaigns against the Mughals in 
the early 18th century.
  In 1715, Farrukhsiyar, fearing Banda Singh’s 
challenge to his authority, launched a military campaign against 
him. Banda Singh Bahadur and his forces were eventually 
besieged and captured in 1716 and he was executed.

29. Consider the following relating to Babur.
 (TNPSC 2015)
 I. The Autobiography of Babur is ‘Babur Namah’
 II. It was originally written in Persian
 (a) Only I is true  (b) Only II is true
 (c) Both I and II are true (d) Both I and II are false

Ans. (a) The “Memoirs of Babur” or Baburnama are the 
work of the great-great-great-grandson of Timur (Tamerlane), 
Zahiruddin Muhammad Babur (1483-1530). It was originally 
written in Chagatai language.

30. Who did introduce the system of land measurement in 
India?  (OPSC 2015)

 (a) Alauddin Khilji (b) Sikandar Lodi
 (c) Sher Shah Suri (d) Akbar

Ans. (c)  Sher Shah started the land measurement system in 
India. He started the application of ‘Zarib’ for land measurement. 
He fixed the area of a bigha 360 square yards. On the basis 
of yield and category, the land was divided into three parts - 
good, middling, and low. During the reign of Akbar, Todarmal 
improved the land revenue system.

31. Who among the following kings was credited with 
establishing the equivalent of a modern postal delivery 
system in India?  (APSC 2015)

 (a) Humayun  (b) Ashoka 
 (c) Quli Qutub Shah (d) Sher Shah Suri 

Ans. (d) Sher Shah Suri was credited with establishing the 
equivalent of a modern postal delivery system in India. The Suri 
dynasty proved to be a boon for the postal history of medieval 
India. In the short span of a 5 years rule from 1540 to 1545, 
Sher Shah Suri established the foundations of a mounted post or 
horse courier system. This is the first known record of the Postal 
system of a kingdom being used for non-state purposes, i.e. for 
trade and business communication.

32. Who is the author of Shahjahannama? (CGPSC 2015)
 (a) Gulbadan Begum (b) Shahjahan
 (c) Abdul Hamid Lahori (d) Inayat Khan
 (e) None of the above

Ans. (d) The Shahjahannama is the Chronicle of Emperor 
Shah Jahan. It was written by historian Inayat Khan in the 17th 
century. The first complete English translation from Persian 
appeared in the 19th century by A. R. Fuller.

33. In which of the following place Akbar was enthroned on 
getting the information of Humayuns death?

 (a) Kabul   (b) Lahor (CGPSC 2015)
 (c) Sarhind   (d) Kalanour
 (e) None of the above

Ans. (d) Humayun died on 7th January 1556, Delhi. After 
Humayun death Akbar was enthroned at Kalanour on 14th Feb, 
1556.

34. During whose rule was the Zabt system of revenue 
settlement introduced ?   (WBPSC 2015)

 (a) Ala-ud-din Khilji (b) Sher Shah
 (c) Akbar   (d) Shah Jahan

Ans. (c) The Zabt system of revenue settlement introduced 
during the reign of Akbar under the supervision of Todar 
Mal. Under this system the revenue was fixed according to 
the continuity of cultivation and quality of soil. It ranged from 
one-third to one-half of production value and was payable 
in copper coin (dams). This system, of zabt, was applied in 
northern India and in Malwa and parts of Gujarat.

35. Consider the following: (UPSC 2015)
 The arrival of Babur into India led to the
 1. introduction of gunpowder in the subcontinent 
 2. introduction of the arch and dome in the region’s 

architecture 
 3. establishment of Timurid dynasty in the region
 Select the correct answer using the code given below.
 (a) 1 and 2 only  (b) 3 only
 (c) 1 and 3 only  (d) 1, 2 and 3

Ans. (b) In the fourteenth and fifteenth century gun powder 
was used for military purpose in India and even artillery in its 
rudimentary form was known. The Babur’s first real expedition 
took place in India in 1519 when he captured Bhera. The Delhi 
Sultanate’s greatest contribution to Indian fine arts was the 
introduction of Islamic architectural features, including true 
domes and arches, and the integration of Indian and Islamic 
styles of architecture. The Timurid dynasty was a Sunni Muslim 
dynasty. Members of the Timurid dynasty were strongly 
influenced by the Persian culture and had established two well-
known empires in history, namely the Timurid Empire (1370-
1507) in Persia and Central Asia and the Mughal Empire (1526-
1857) in the Indian subcontinent.
Source : History of Medieval India by Satish Chandra, Chapter 
17-Cultural and Religious Developments, Page Number 333. 
Struggle for Empire in North India—II Mughals and Afghans, 
Page Number 217.

36. Who introduced the Dul-Aspah Sih-Aspah system?
 (a) Shah Jahan  (b) Akbar (WBPSC 2016)
 (c) Jahangir   (d) Aurangzeb

Ans. (c) Du-Aspah Sih-Aspah (literally, trooper with 2 or 3 
horses) was introduced by the Mughal ruler Jahamgir. Du-Aspah 
Sih-Aspah was introduced as a reform in the Mansabdari system 
of Mughal adminidtration.  Under this, selected nobles could be 
allowed to maintain a larger quota of troopers, without raising their 
zat rank. Mansabdari system was introduced by the Akbar.
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37. Who of the following became a member of the Din-i-
Ilahi? (WBPSC 2016)

 (a) Raja Man Singh (b) Todarmal
 (c) Tansen   (d) Raja Birbal

Ans. (d) The correct answer is Birbal. The theory of Din-i-
Ilahi was introduced by Mughal Emperor Akbar. It is based on 
Monotheism, which means belief in one God. 
The first initiated disciples of Din-i-Ilahi during Emperor 
Akbar included Birbal, Prince Salim, and Abul-Fazl ibn 
Mubarak.

38. The official language of the Mughal empire was
 (a) Urdu (WBPSC 2016)
 (b) Persian
 (c) Persian and the local language
 (d) Turkish

Ans. (b) The official language of the Mughal Empire was 
Persian. The Akbar period was popularly known as The 
Renaissance of Persian literature. At the court of Akbar, several 
Sanskrit texts were rendered into Persian.

39. Todarmal is associated with the Revenue system known 
as    (WBPSC 2016)

 (a) Nasaq   (b) Ghalla Bakshi
 (c) Zabti   (d) Kankut

Ans. (c) Raja Todar Mal was the Finance Minister of the Mughal 
Empire during Akbar’s reign. He was one of the Navaratnas 
in Akbar’s durbar (court). Raja Todar Mal, introduced a new 
system of revenue known as zabt and a system of taxation called 
dahshala.

40. The pure silver "rupiya" was issued by (JPSC 2016)
 (a) Akbar   (b) Shershah
 (c) Jahangir   (d) Aurangzeb

Ans. (b) The terms “Rupiya” and “Paisa” were first introduced 
in the 16th century CE. The weight of one silver Rupiya was 
178 grains (approx. 11.66 grams). The term “Rupiya” was 
introduced by Sher Shah Suri, its origin is connected to the 
Sanskrit word “rupya” meaning wrought silver or a silver coin. 
The term 'Rupiya' is connected to the Sanskrit word “rupiya” 
meaning wrought silver or a silver coin. He introduced issued 
a silver coin, weighing 178 grains, termed as Rupiya. he also 
divided 'Rupiya' into 40 copper pieces or paisa.

41. Which of the following Mughal buildings is said to 
possess the unique feature of being exactly equal in length 
and breadth? (APSC 2016)

 (a) Agra Fort  (b) Red Fort 
 (c) Buland Darwaja (d) Taj Mahal  

Ans. (d) Taj Mahal is the Mughal buildings which is said to 
possess the unique feature of being exactly equal in length and 
breadth. Taj Mahal was built by Mughal Emperor Shahjahan 
in memory of his beloved wife Mumtaz. It was designed by 
Ustad Ahmad Lahauri. The dome of Taj Mahal has exactly same 
height and the length of base i.e. 35 metres.

42. Which one of the following buildings is known as ‘Shan-
i-Fatehpur’ ?  (UKPSC 2016)

 (a) Buland Darwazah 
 (b) Turky Sultana ka Mahal 
 (c) Jama Masjid  
 (d) Shahjadi Umber ka Mahal 

Ans. (c) Jama Masjid of Fatehpur Sikri is also known as 'Shan-
i-Fatehpur'. Jama Masjid is one of the largest mosque in India. 
It is also known as Friday Mosque.

43. Who wrote Tabaqat-i-Akbari? (UKPSC 2016)
 (a) Abul Fazal  (b) Abdul Qadir Badauni
 (c) Akbar Khan Sarwani (d) Nizam-ud-din Ahmed

Ans. (d) The author of the book Tabaqat-i-Akbari is Nizam-
ud-din Ahmed. The Tabaqat-i-Akbari is history of India from 
the early Muslim invasions to the thirty-eight years of Akbar's 
reign. Nizam-ud-dim Ahmed had been in the service of Emperor 
Akba throughout his life.

44. Jahangir mainly patronised, Which of the following arts?
(UPPSC 2016)

 (a) Painting   (b) Architecture
 (c) Sculpture  (d) Music

Ans. (a) Jahangir had an artistic inclination and during his reign 
Mughal painting developed further. Brushwork became finer 
and the colours lighter. He was deeply influenced by European 
painting. He particularly encouraged paintings depicting 
events of his own life, individual portraits, and studies of birds, 
flowers and animals. ’Govardhan’ was noted painter during 
reign of Jahangir. Also, Jahangirnama (biography of Jahangir) 
has several paintings, including some unusual subjects such as 
the union of a saint with a tigress, and fights between spiders.

45. Which Mughal ruler out of the following learnt Hindu 
Music from Lal Kalavant?  (UPPSC 2016)

 (a) Humayun  (b) Jahangir
 (c) Akbar   (d) Shahjehan

Ans. (c) Akbar was fond of Music and was a learned musician. 
He studied Hindu vocalization under Lala Kalawant, who 
taught him “every breathing and sound that appertains to the 
Hindi language.”
Also the ‘Ain-i-Akbari’ written by Abul Fazal tells about great 
musicians in the Mughal court of Akbar.

46. During the Mughal Period, the Madarsa which was 
specialized in the teaching of ‘Muslim Jurisprudence’, 
was located in  (UPPSC 2016)

 (a) Lucknow   (b) Delhi
 (c) Sialkot   (d) Hyderabad (India)

Ans. (a) Coming of Mughals to India marked a new phase 
in Islamic education. Several rulers were personally inclined 
towards learned art and literature. A great deal was made by 
Akbar, who himself was uneducated but made greats efforts for 
educational uplift. He even allowed Hindu to learn at Madrasas 
and thus good number of Hindu scholars learned Persian and 
Islamic text. During the Mughal Period, the Lucknow, Madarsa 
was specialized in the teaching of ‘Muslim Jurisprudence’.

47. In which year, did Babar defeat Sultan Ibrahim Lodi at the 
battle of Panipat?  (UPPSC 2016)

 (a) 1527 AD   (b) 1526 AD 
 (c) 1525 AD   (d) 1524 AD

Ans. (b) The First Battle of Panipat hold as a watershed in 
Indian history. Babur was invited to fight the erstwhile sultan 
of Delhi, Ibrahim Lodi by his own governors. After losing his 
ground in Samarkand Babur saw this as an opportunity to gain 
new territory. 
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A great war was fought in 1526 AD at Panipat in Punjab region 
resulting in victory of Babur and thus establishing Mughal rule 
in Delhi which later on extended to various parts of Indian 
subcontinent.
The first battle of Panipat is also remembered to have introduced 
Gunpowder in Indian warfare.

48. Which one of the following is authored by Dara Shikoha ?
(CGPSC 2017)

 (a) Tabkati Nasiri (b) Kitabul Hind
 (c) Tahakika ye Hind (d) Mazzmaul Bahnain
 (e) Sirr ye Akabar

Ans. (d) Majma-ul-Bahrainis a book on comparative religion 
authored by Mughal Shahzada Dara Shukoh as a short treatise 
in Persian, c. 1655.It was devoted to a revelation of the mystical 
and pluralistic affinities between Sufi and Vedantic speculation.

49. ‘Jaswant and Dasawan’ famous painters were courtier of 
Mughal emperor: (BPSC 2017)

 (a) Akbar   (b) Jehangir 
 (c) Shahjahan  (d) Aurangzeb 
 (e) None of the above/More than one of the above

Ans. (a) Famous painters Jaswant and Dasawan were courtiers 
of Akbar.  These painters were involved in illustrating Persian 
books of fables (Hamzanama), Razamnama (Mahabaratha) and 
Akbarnama.

50. During which of the following Mughal emperor’s time 
did Nadir Shah attack and loot Delhi and take the Peacock 
Throne with himself ?   (KPSC 2017)

 (a) Ahmed Shah  (b) Mohammad Shah 
 (c) Jahandar Shah (d) Shah Alam

Ans. (b)
• Muhammad shah who reigned Mughal Empire from 1719 

to 1748. During his reign Nadir shah sacked Delhi in 1739 
and took away peacock throne as war trophy. So, the correct 
answer is (b).

51. Which of the following ladies wrote a historical account 
Humanyunama during the Mughal Period?  (KPSC 2017)

 (a) Gulbadan Begum (b) Noor Begum
 (c) Zebunnissah Begum (d) Jahanara 

Ans. (a) Gulbadan Begum was a Mughal princess and the 
youngest daughter of Emperor Babur. She is mostly known as 
the author of Humayun Nama, the account of the life of her 
brother, Humayun. Gulbadan wrote in simple Persian. So, the 
correct answer is (a).

52. Which historian is famous for his research on Mughal 
History ? (WBPSC 2017)

 (a) Sumit Sarkar
 (b) Jadunath Sarkar
 (c) Sushobhan Chandra Sarkar
 (d) S. Gopal

Ans. (b) Sir Jadunath Sarkar was a prominent Indian historian 
especially of the Mughal history.

53. ‘Sulh-i-Kul’ was a policy introduced by (WBPSC 2017)
 (a) Akbar   (b) Aurangzeb
 (c) Jahandar Shah (d) Mohammad Shah

Ans. (a) The third Mughal Emperor of India Akbar described a 
peaceful and harmonious relationship among different religions.
In keeping with efforts to mesh the diverse populations of his 
realm, he proposed unity and peace among all human beings 
– Sulh-i kul.

54. The Satnami rebellion took place during the regin of 
Mughal emperor   (WBPSC 2017)

 (a) Akbar   (b) Jahangir
 (c) Shah Jahan  (d) Aurangzeb

Ans. (d)
• The Satnami revolt, led by the Sadh people was a major 

rebellion against Aurangzeb which occurred in Narnaul 
and the surrounding localities in 1672.

• The revolt was caused by the oppression led by the revenue 
officials of the Mughal Emperor.

55. The title ‘Raja’ was conferred on Ram Mohun Roy by the 
Mughal emperor  (WBPSC 2017)

 (a) Jahandar Shah (b) Mohammad Shah
 (c) Akbar II   (d) Bahadur Shah Zafar

Ans. (c)
• In 1831, the Mughal Emperor Akbar II conferred the title 

‘Raja’ on Ram Mohan Roy.
• In 1828, Roy set up the Brahmo Samaj, a reformist 

movement of the Hindu religion that aimed at fighting 
social evils that were prevalent in the society.

56. Which among the following system of levying land 
revenue in Deccan was prevalent during the reign of 
Akbar? (UPPSC 2017)

 (a) Kankut   (b) Number of ploughs
 (c) Zabt   (d) Ghallabakshi

Ans. (b) Zabt levying land revenue system was developed 
during the period of Mughals and was prevalent in Deccan 
during the reign of Akbar (1556-1605). This system included 
taking account the survey of crop yields. On this basis the tax 
was fixed on each crop in cash. Each province was divided into 
revenue circles with their own rates of revenue and a schedule 
of individual crops. This revenue system was also formed in 
northern India, Malwa and parts of Gujarat.

57. Who among the following foreign travellers visited India 
during the reign of Jahangir? (UPPSC 2017)

 (a) Father Anthony Monserate
 (b) Francisco Pelsaert
 (c) Niccolo Manucci
 (d) Francois Bernier

Ans. (b) Francisco Pelsaert visited India during the reign of 
Jahangir between the period of 1620-1627 AD. He was anofficer 
of Dutch East India Company and was appointed as a junior 
merchant and posted to India. He reached at Surat and was sent 
to Agra where he remained and served till 1627.The Dutch East 
India Company, called the Verenigde Oostindische Compagnie 
or VOC in Dutch, was a company whose main purpose was 
trade, exploration, and colonization throughout the 17th and 
18th centuries. It was created in 1602 and lasted until 1800.

58. Which Rajput ruler was not a contemporary of Akbar?
     (WBPSC 2018)
 (a) Man Singh  (b) Amar Singh
 (c) Udai Singh  (d) Jaswant Singh
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Ans. (d) Rajput ruler Jaswant Singh was not a contemporary 
of Akbar. Maharaja Jaswant Singh was a ruler of Marwar in 
the present-day Indian state of Rajasthan. He was granted the 
personal title of Maharaja by Emperor Shah Jahan.
Other Rulers Mentioned
Udai Singh II was the Maharana of Mewar and the founder of 
the city of Udaipur in the Rajasthan state of India.
Maharana Amar Singh I, the Maharana of Mewar was the eldest 
son and successor of Maharana Pratap of Mewar. Man Singh, 
I was a trusted general of the Mughal emperor Akbar, who 
included him among the Navaratnas, of the royal court of Akbar.

59. Who among the following Hindus first joined Din-i-Ilahi 
/ Tauhid-i-Ilahi? (WBPSC 2018)

 (a) Man Singh  (b) Todarmal
 (c) Bhagwant Das (d) Birbal

Ans. (d) Akbar proclaimed a new religion, Din-i-Ilahi, in 1581 
AD. Birbal was the only Hindu who followed this new religion 
Din-i-Ilahi. However, it did not become popular. It was based 
on Monotheism (belief in one God). The first initiated disciples 
of Din-i-Elahi during Emperor Akbar included Birbal, Prince 
Salim and Abu’l-Fazl ibn Mubarak.

60. Sati’ of Hindu women was prohibited during the reign of 
which Mughal emperor? (WBPSC 2018)

 (a) Jahangir   (b) Shah Jahan
 (c) Akbar   (d) Aurangzeb

Ans. (c) In 1582, Akbar banned “forced” Sati after the incident 
with his wife’s cousin Rani Damayanti. She was being forced to 
commit sati by her sons on the death of her husband. Akbar got 
this news from his harem and rode from Agra to Ranthambore 
to save Rani Damayanti. Rani Damayanti had already been 
drugged and dragged to the funeral spot by her relatives when 
Akbar arrived just in time to stop the sati and save her life. Akbar 
wanted to execute the people who forced the lady to funeral 
pyre but later granted them reprive and merely imprisoned them 
for a short while. Jahangir enforced strict orders and gave the 
death penalty to whoever followed the sati practice of burning 
brides. Aurangzeb tried to end it again in 1663 but the law 
wasn’t strict due to lack of interest. This practice was noted even 
by Alexander the great’s generals at the time he invaded India.

61. Who among the following introduced Mansabdari 
system?  (NPSC 2018)

 (a) Akbar   (b) Jahangir
 (c) Shajahan   (d) Aurangazeb

Ans. (a) The Mansabdari system was the administrative system 
introduced by Akbar in Mughal Empire during 1571. The word 
‘Mansab’ is of Arabic origin meaning rank or position. Hence, 
Mansabdari was a system of ranking the government officials and 
determined their civil & military duties, along with their renumerations.

62. Which Moghul Ruler built Moti Masjid at Agra?
  (NPSC 2018)
 (a) Jahangir   (b) Shah Jahan
 (c) Bahadurshah  (d) Farooq Siyar

Ans. (b) The Moti Masjid in Agra was built by Mughal 
Emperor Shah Jahan. This 17th-century mosque is situated 
within the Agra Fort, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, and is 
constructed entirely of white marble. Shah Jahan constructed 
the Moti Masjid for his members of the royal court.

63. Consider the following statements about the agrarian 
system under the Delhi Sultanate and Mughal empire :

 (PPSC 2018)
 1. Alauddin Khilji imposed taxes called charai and ghari.
 2. Muhammad bin Tughlaq imposed additional cesses 

called abwabs on the peasants.
 3. Under Akbar, dahsala system of land revenue existed.
 4. Jahangir introduced the nasq system of assessment.
 Which of the above statements are correct ?
 (a) 1, 2, 3 and 4  (b) 1, 2 and 3 only
 (c) 2 and 3 only  (d) 1 and 4 only

Ans. (b)
• Alauddin Khilji imposed taxes called charai and ghari.
• The Dahsala system, also known as the Zabt system, 

was a significant land revenue system introduced by the 
Mughal Emperor Akbar. 

• Muhammad bin Tughlaq imposed various abwabs (cesses) 
on peasants as additional taxes. 

• Akbar introduced the nasq system of assessment.
64. Who among the following was the French explorer who 

visited the court of emperor Shah Jahan and left a detailed 
account of Takht-i-Taus (Peacock Throne)? (PPSC 2018)

 (a) Jean Baptiste Tavernier (b) Geronimo Verroneo
 (c) Pierre-Jean  (d) Jean-Paul Dubois

Ans. (a)
 • Jean-Baptiste Tavernier, a French jeweler and traveler, 

visited India during the reign of Shah Jahan, the Mughal 
emperor who ruled from 1628 to 1658. 

 • He is famous for his accounts of the diamond trade, as he 
visited the Golconda mines, which were the world’s primary 
source of diamonds at the time.

65. The successor of Sher Shah was- (MPPSC 2018)
 (a) Shujaat Khan  (b) Islam Shah
 (c) Feroz Shah  (d) Muhammad Shah Adil

Ans. (b) Sher Shah Suri  was the founder of the Suri Empire 
with its capital in Sasaram.  An ethnic Pashtun, Sher Shah took 
control of the Mughal Empire in 1538.  After his accidental 
death in 1545, his son Islam Shah became his successor.

66. European paintings were introduced in the court of?
 (63rd BPSC 2018)
 (a) Humayun  (b) Akbar
 (c) Jahangir   (d) Shah Jahan
 (e) None of the above/More than one of the above

Ans. (b) European  paintings were introduced in the court of 
Akbar through Portuguese  priests who got contact with him for 
religious discussion.

67. Who stated that five thousand to twenty thousand men 
worked for forty years to build the palace of forty pillars 
at Allahabad in Akbar’s time? (64th BPSC 2018)

 (a) Manucci   (b) Tavernier
 (c) William Finch (d) Abdul Hamid Lahori
 (e) None of the above/More than one of the above

Ans. (c) William Finch stated that five thousand to twenty 
thousand men worked for forty years to build the palace of 
forty pillars at Allahabad in Akbar’s time. Therefore, the correct 
answer is option- (c).
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68. Which name amongst the following was dropped by Abul 
Fazl while listing musicians of Akbar’s Court?

 (a) Surdas   (b) Ramdas (OPSC 2018)
 (c) Tansen   (d) Baiju Bawra

Ans. (c) (Ofiicial Ans key is d)
The Tansen was already a mature musician of court of the 
Mughal emperor Akbar. Tansen became one of the navratnas 
(“nine gems”) in the court. His skill was honoured with the title 
Mian (“Master”). Miya Tansen was a name dropped by Abul 
Fazal while listing musicians of Akbar’s court. Hence, option 
c is correct.

69. In Mughal period, who translated Atharvaveda in Persian 
Language? (OPSC 2018)

 (a) Abdul Hamid Nagori (b) Haji Ibrahim Sarhindi
 (c) Khafi Khan  (d) Malik Mohd. Jayasi

Ans. (b) Akbar had a committee of scholars with cross lingual 
expertise. During that period, Atharvaveda was translated into 
Persion by Haji Ibrahim Sarhindi. Hence, option b is correct.

70. During the Mughals Muhtasib was an officer in charge of 
 (JKPSC 2018)
 (a) Horses   (b) Public morality 
 (c) Land grants  (d) Royal Armoury 

Ans. (b) The Muhtasib was an official appointed by the Mughal 
rulers to oversee public morality and enforce Islamic laws and 
customs in society. Their duties included ensuring fair trade 
practices, maintaining public order, and preventing immoral 
activities. This position was vital in maintaining the social and 
religious norms of the time.

71. The term ‘chakla’ has been used in Medieval Indian 
History sources. This was  (UPPSC 2018)

 (a) Identical to Paragnah
 (b) Identical to Sarkar
 (c) Territorial unit between Subah and Paragnah, but not 

identical to Sarkar
 (d) More of the above

Ans. (c) The term chakla is an administrative unit between 
Subah and Paragnas. It was used in the Mughal period. Subah 
is the name of bigger administrative regions. They were divided 
into Chaklas. Chaklas were divided into Parganas. It was in use 
in Bengal and Awadh regions.  
The Chakla system was introduced by Murshid Quli Knnhan 
of Bengal. The Chakladar was in charge of a chakla unit.

72. The mosque-the Khayr-ul-manzil opposite to the Purana 
Qila in Delhi was constituted by whom? (UPPSC 2018)

 (a) Hamida Banu Begum (b) Salima Sultan
 (c) Jiji Anga   (d) Maham Anaga

Ans. (d) The Khairul Manzil Masjid is located opposite the 
Purana Qila and was built in 1561 by Maham Anga, a powerful 
wet nurse of Emperor Akbar. Anga was the foster mother of 
Akbar and briefly ruled the Mughal Emperor when Akbar was a 
young boy.

73. Which Premier Port of the Mughals was attacked and 
looted by Shivaji in 1664 ? (NPSC 2019)

 (a) Dabhol   (b) Bhiwandi
 (c) Surat   (d) Kalyan

Ans. (c) Battle of Surat, also known as the Sack of Surat, was 
a land battle that took place on 5 January 1664, near the city of 
Surat, Gujarat between Shivaji, leader of the fledgling Maratha 
State and Inayat Khan, a Mughal commander. The Marathas 
defeated the Mughal military unit posted at Surat and ransacked 
the city.

74. Who among the following Mughal emperors, after his 
recovery from illness, wore pearl earring as a token of 
thanks to the Sufi Saint Khawaja Moin-ud-din Chisti?

 (a) Humayun  (b) Akbar (OPSC 2019)
 (c) Jahangir   (d) Shah Jahan

Ans. (c) (Official answer key is Both b & c)
Mugal Jahangir after his recovery from illness wore pearl 
earrings as a token of thanks to the Sufi Saint Khwaja Moin-
ud-din Chisti. Jahangir has his ears pierced as a sign that he is a 
‘ear-bored slave’ of his patron, and wears pearl earrings. Hence, 
option c is correct. 

75. Yousuf Shah Chak, the last Muslim ruler of Kashmir 
valley, who was exiled to Bihar by the Mughal emperor 
Akbar, was buried in (65th BPSC 2019)

 (a) Patliputra  (b) Rajgir
 (c) Munger   (d) Nalanda
 (e) None of the above/More than one of the above

Ans. (d) Yusuf Shah Chak was the last independent Muslim 
ruler of the Kashmir Valley. Chaks successfully resisted the 
attempts of Babur and Humayun to annex Kashmir. He was 
successor of his father Ali Shah Chak and ruled Kashmir from 
1579 to 1586 AD. They were formidable and ferocious fighters 
of huge structure and soundly defeated the great Mughal 
Emperor Akbar twice and that too with a much smaller army. 
Some disgruntled Kashmiri nobles were often pushing Akbar to 
annex Kashmir. Akbar’s forces tricked him to talks with Akbar 
and betrayed Yousuf, and imprisoned him for the rest of his life. 
Yousuf was exiled to Bengal and later shifted to Bihar where 
he died and was buried in Nalanda. Tomb of Kashmir’s last 
Muslim ruler lies in ruins at Nalanda.

76. In medieval India, why was Mansabdari system 
introduced? (65th BPSC 2019)

 (a) For revenue collection
 (b) Facilitating recruitment to the army
 (c) To establish religious harmony
 (d) Ensuring clean administration
 (e) None of the above/More than one of the above

Ans. (b) Mansabdari was the administrative system 
implemented by Mughal Emperor Akbar in 1571. The Mansabdar 
was a military unit within the administrative system of the 
Mughal Empire introduced by Akbar. The word mansab is of 
Arabic origin meaning rank or position. The system determined 
the rank and status of government official and military generals. 
Every civil and military officer was given a mansab, which 
determined their salaries and allowances. The term mansabadar 
means a person having a mansab. In the mansabdari system 
founded by Akbar, the mansabdars were military commanders, 
high civil and military officers, and provincial governors. The  
mansabdars whose rank were s one thousand or below were 
called Amir, while those above 1,000 were called Amir-al Kabir. 
Some great Amirs whose ranks were above 5,000 were also 
given the title of Amir-al Umara.
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77. Who amongst the following is a land record officer?
 (65th BPSC 2019)
 (a) Patwari   (b) Lambardar
 (c) Zamindar  (d) Zaildar
 (e) None of the above/More than one of the above

Ans. (a) Patwari: A term used largely in North & Central 
India. The term refers to an individual in the local authority who 
maintains the ownership records for a specific area as well as to 
undertake the collection of land taxes. Numbardar or Lambardar is 
a title in the Indian subcontinent which applies to powerful families 
of zamindars of the village revenue estate, a state-privileged status 
which is hereditary and has wide-ranging governmental powers: 
mainly revenue collection and a share in it, the collaboration with 
the police for maintaining law and order in the village, and it comes 
with the associated social prestige. In contrast, the Zaildar who was 
the grand jagirdar and usually had the power over 40 to 100 villages 
(gaon). The Zail and Zaildar system of British Raj was abolished in 
1952 in India but the lambardar system still continues in Pakistan 
and in some places in India. The export market percentage amounts 
to 3.4 percent.

78. Consider the following statements and choose the correct 
answer options.  (MPSC 2019)

 1. Mughal architecture is of Indian style.
 2. Mughal architecture was influenced by both, the 

Persian and Hindu arts.
 3. There is an impact of foreigners on Mughal 

architecture.
 4. Mughal architecture was influenced by no one.
 (a) Statement 1 is correct, but 2, 3 and 4 are incorrect.
 (b) 2 and 4 are incorrect, but 1 and 3 are correct.
 (c) 1, 2 and 3 are correct, but 4 is incorrect.
 (d) 4 is correct, but 1, 2 and 3 are incorrect

Ans. (c) From the mid-16th to the late 17th-centuryMughal’s 
architecture, building style flourished in northern and central 
India under the patronage of the Mughal emperors. This 
period displayed Islamic architecture in northern India. It is a 
remarkably symmetrical and decorative amalgam of Persian, 
Turkish, and Indian architecture.

79. Which of the following are the contributions of Amir 
Khusrao to cultural development of India? (GPSC 2019)

 1. He introduced many new ragas such as ghora and sanam.
 2. He evolved a new style of music known as qawwali.
 3. He invented sarangi and rabab.
 4. He created a new style of Persian poetry called 

Sabaq-i-hind
 (a) 2 and 3 only  (b) 1, 2 and 4 only
 (c) 2, 3 and 4 only (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

Ans. (b) Amir Khusrao is regarded as the “father of qawwali”. 
He is also credited with enriching Indian classical music by 
introducing Persian and Arabic elements in it, and was the 
originator of the khayal and tarana styles of music.
• Amir Khusro created a new literary style in Persian, which 

came to be known as Sabaq-i-Hind.
• Amir Khusrao is credited for the invention of the sitar. At 

the time, there were many versions of the Veena in India. 
• Amir Khusrau introduced many new ragas such as ghora 

and sanam. He evolved a new style of light music known 
as Qawwaalis by blending the Hindu and Iranian systems.

80. Who among the following kings had given patronage of 
Tansen before Akbar? (UPPSC 2019)

 (a) Raja Ramchandra Singh of Bhata
 (b) Rajbahadur of Malwa
 (c) Uday Singh of Mewar
 (d) Muzaffar Shah of Gujarat

Ans. (a) Tansen was a prominent musician belonging to North 
Indian classical music style and also one of the Navaratnas 
(Nine Gems) in the court of Mughal Emperor Akbar. Before 
coming to Akbars court he was working for Ramchandra Singh.

81. With reference of Mansabdari system, which of the 
statements is/are correct? (UPPSC 2019)

 1. Mansabdari system was the official nobility of the 
state, started by Akbar.

 2. A Mansabdari was hereditary
 Select the correct answer using the codes given below:
 Codes:
 (a) 1 only   (b) Both 1 and 2
 (c) 2 only   (d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans. (a) Akbar introduced a new system for regulating 
imperial services which was called Mansabdari system. It was 
introduced in 1570 AD. All the gazette imperial officers of the 
state were styled as Mansabdars.The Mansabdars belonged to 
both Civil and Military departments. Originally No portion of a 
mansab was hereditary, and a mansabdar’s children had to begin 
afresh.

82. Given below are two statements, one labelled as Assertion 
(A) and the other as Reason (R).

 Assertion (A): Akbar, like Shershah, tried to regulate the 
currency of the state.

 Reason (R): As in Shershah’s currency, the chief copper 
coin of Akbar’s time was the Dam.

 Select the correct answer from the codes given below:
 Codes: (UPPSC 2019)
 (a) Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is the correct 

explanation of (A)
 (b) Both (A) and (R) are true, but (R) is not the correct 

explanation of (A)
 (c) (A) is true, but (R) is false
 (d) (A) is false, but (R) is true

Ans. (b) Sher Shah assured prosperous trade in territory by 
the measures he took for law and order. To further support 
trade and commerce, he removed vexatious transit duties and 
tried to reform the coinage. A standard weight and uniform 
fitness were adopted for all coins so that they could be readily 
accepted. After sher Shah, during the reign of Akbar another 
set of measures were taken to boost trade and commerce. Like 
sher shah, Akabar too tried too tried to regulate the currency of 
the state and as a result transaction of mechants was carried in 
round gold mohars, ruppes and Dams.

83. With reference to Mughal India, what is/are the difference/
differences between Jagirdar and Zamindar?  (UPSC 2019)

 1. Jagirdars were holders of land assignments in lieu 
of judicial and police duties, whereas Zamindars 
were holders of revenue rights without obligation to 
perform any duty other than revenue collection.

 2. Land assignments to Jagirdars were hereditary and 
revenue rights of Zamindars were not hereditary.
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 Select the correct answer using the code given below.
 (a) 1 only   (b) 2 only
 (c) Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans. (d) Two classes shared power of the State with Mughal 
emperor: zamindars and the nobles. The zamindars were 
hereditary owners of their lands who enjoyed certain privileges 
on hereditary basis. They occupied an important place in the 
empire because they helped in the collection of revenue and in 
local administration, for which they maintained soldiers. 
The nobility comprised people who were either assigned large 
jagirs / Mansabs or appointed Subahdars. 
Thus, both 1 and 2 are wrong

84. Who among the following Mughal Emperors Shifted 
emphasis from illustrated manuscripts to album and 
individual portrait? (UPSC 2019)

 (a) Humayun  (b) Akbar
 (c) Jahangir   (d) Shah Jahan

Ans. (c) - Under Akbar, painting appears to have been confined 
only to manuscript illustration. So (b) is wrong. Portrait reached 
great heights during Jahangir’s reign. The portrait were painted 
with great care of details and finesse of drawing and modeling.

85. In reference to Mughal period’s revenue collection 
system, ‘Zabti’ means   (WBPSC 2020)

 (a) Estimate   (b) Yield per unit area
 (c) Based on yield of crops (d) 1/3 rd of total yield

Ans. (b) The system, called “Zabti”, was implemented in 
northern India and in Malwa and some parts of Gujarat. It meant 
yield per unit area The earlier practices (e.g., crop sharing), 
however, also followed in the empire. Moneylenders and grain 
dealers became increasingly active in the countryside.

86. Music maestro, Tansen, was an expert player of which 
musical instrument? (GPSC 2020)

 (a) Sitar (b) Mrudang (c) Santoor (d) Rawab

Ans. (d) Mian Tansen was a prominent composer, vocalist, 
instrumentalist and musician. He is considered as one of the 
greatest music figures in the history of Indian music. He was 
one of the nine jewels or “navaratnas” at the court of the Mughal 
emperor Jalal ud-din Akbar.
He is known to reorient the fame of the Asian music instrument 
Rubab. He used to sing and play Rubab at the court.

87. Who from the following persons were the court painters 
of Shahajahan?  (MPSC 2020)

 l. Mir, Hasham
 2. Chitramani, Anupchitra
 3. Muhammad Hassan 4. Fakir Ulla
 (a) 1 and 2 only  (b) 2 and 3 only
 (c) 3 and 4 only  (d) 1, 2 and 4 only

Ans. (d) In the court of Shajahan, the painters were Mir, 
Hasham, Chitramani, Anupchitra, and Fakir Ulla. The paintings 
achieved a new delicacy and romantic flavour during the reign 
of Shah Jahan. Some of the common themes for the paintings 
were love, romance and portraits. The artists portrayed the 
romances of eternal lovers, such as Laila-Majnu, Shirin-Farhad, 
Kamrup- Kamlata and Baz Bahadur-Rupmati. 

88. Who is the creator of the Mughal Text ‘Masir-A-
Alamgiri’? (MPPSC 2020)

 (a) Saqi Mustaid Khan (b) Hatim Khan
 (c) Kazim Shiraji (d) Khafi Khan

Ans. (a) Saqi Mustaid Khan’s Maasir-I-Alamgiri is an annal 
of the events which occurred during the reign of Aurangzib- 
Alamgir, the last great Mughal Emperor of India. The work is 
based upon certain types of documentary evidence, which has 
been noted by Sir Jadunath Sarkar, who has translated this work 
in a condensed form, in the Introduction. Saqi Must’ad Khan 
describes in this work the wars waged by Aurangzib.

89. In what context does ‘Panahi’ and ‘Upanah’ mention in 
the medieval Indian History? (MPPSC 2020)

 (a) Cloth   (b) Jewellery
 (c) Accommodation (d) Shoes

Ans. (d) ‘Panahi’ or ‘Upanah’ is an ancient form of footwear 
from India. The term is used to refer to several types of strapped 
sandals and shoes emploed by common people, in contrast to 
monks and mendicants who would use paduka instead. The word 
comes from the Sanskrit root nah, meaning ‘to tie’, ‘to bind’, to 
‘fasten’, as well as pad, and meaning ‘foot’. Combinated words 
like charan-upanah might have originated modern words like 
‘chappal’.

90. Consider the following statements related to the mughal 
emperor Akbar and choose the correct answer : 

(CGPSC 2020)
 Statement I : 'Tansen' was the title given to Rambali 

Pandey by the Mughal emperor Akbar
 Statement II : Akbar was married with the sister of Raja 

Man Singh
 Statement III : Abul Fazl was the author of 'Ain-i-Akbari'
 Statement IV : Raja Todarmal was the commander-in-

chief of Akbar's army
 (a) Only Statement I and II are correct.
 (b) Only Statement III and IV are correct.
 (c) Only Statement III is correct.
 (d) Only Statement IV is correct.

Ans. (c) Tansen was a court musician in the darbar of Raja 
Ramachandra of Bandavagarh (Rewa). Tansen was born 
as Ramatanu. The title Tansen was given to him by Raja 
Vikramjit of Gwalior.Muhammad Bairam Khan served 
as commander-in-chief of the Mughal army during the 
reign of Humayun and Akbar.Abul Fazl was the author of  
‘Ain-i-Akbari’. 

91. Pietra dura is related to which of the following?
 (66th BPSC 2020)
 (a) Decorating the walls with floral designs made of 

semi-precious stones
 (b) Buiding sloping walls in Minars
 (c) Use of arch in construction
 (d) Use of marble in buildings
 (e) None of the above/More than one of the above

Ans. (a) Pietra dura or pietre dure called parchin kari or 
parchinkari in the Indian Subcontinent, is a term for the inlay 
technique of using cut and fitted, highly polished colored 
stones to create images like wood inlay wall art and marble 
wall panels etc. It is considered a decorative art.
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92. Which Mughal ruler established Karkhanas for painting?
 (66th BPSC 2020)
 (a) Humayun  (b) Akbar
 (c) Jahangir   (d) Shah Jahan
 (e) None of the above/More than one of the above

Ans. (b) The first major project undertaken during Akbar’s 
regime was that of illustrating the Hamza- Nama. It began 
in 1562 for which several artists were employed at the court. 
The place where the painters worked was known as Tasvir 
Khana. Although Abul Fazal enumerates the names of only 
seventeen artists, we now know that the number was very 
large. S.P. Verma (Art, Material Culture m the Paintings 
of Akbar’s Court 1978) has prepared a list of 225 artists 
who worked at Akbar’s atelier. These artists belonged to, 
different places, but among them the majority were Hindus. 
Interestingly, several low caste people, due primarily to their 
artistic skill, were also raised to the status of royal artist. The 
case of Daswant, who was the son of a Kahar (palki-bearer), 
may be especially cited. The painters were assisted by a set 
of gilders, line-drawers and pagers.

93. Which of the following statement/s is/are correct?
 (UPPSC 2020)
 1. Akbar tried to fix the age of marriage for boys and 

girls.
 2. Akbar gave freedom to girls to marry at their own 

will and not under parental pressure.
 Select the correct answer using the codes given below.
 Codes :
 (a) Only 1   (b) Only 2
 (c) Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans. (c) Akbar introduced many social reforms to rid Indian 
society from some cruel practices, such as he discouraged child 
marriage. He raised the minimum age of marriage of girls to 
fourteen years and of boys to sixteen years. Akbar gave freedom 
to girls to marry at their own will and not out of parental 
influence.

94. Match List - I with List - II and select the correct answer 
using the codes given below the lists : (UPPSC 2020)

List - I (Officer) List - II (Assign Duty)
A. Diwan-i-Tan 1. Look after the office

B. Mustarfi 2. Maintained a proper list of
main events and  firmans

C. Mushrif 3. Look after the Jagir and Salaries

D. Vakianvis 4. Examine the income
expenditure of State

 Codes :
  A B C D  A B C D
 (a) 2 4 1 3 (b) 3 4 1 2
 (c) 1 3 2 4 (d) 4 1 2 3

Ans. (b) The administration of Diwan-i-Tan looked after Jagir 
and salaries.
The role of Mustarfi was to examine the income and expenditure 
of the state.
The role of Mushrif was looking after the office.
The function of Vakianvis was to maintain a proper list of main 
events and firmans.

95. Which of the following Mughal period canals, was 
constructed by restoring the Rajabwah of Firuz Shah?

 (UPPSC 2020)
 (a) Shekhnu-Ni  (b) Shahab Nahr
 (c) Nahr-i-Bihisht (d) Nahr-i-Agra

Ans. (b) The canal Rajabwah constructed by Firuz Shah 
Tughlaq was restored as Shahab Nahr by the Mughal Emperor 
Akbar.

96. In the times of Mughals the region of  Jharkhand was 
known as (JPSC 2021)

 (a) Kukra   (b) Atavi
 (c) Aranya   (d) Vananchal

Ans. (a) In ancient times, the northern portion of Jharkhand 
state was a tributary to Magadha (ancient Bihar) Empire and 
the southern part was a tributary to Kalinga (ancient Orissa) 
Empire. During the Mughal period, the Jharkhand area was 
known as Kukra. In Akbarnama, the region of Chota Nagpur 
is described as Jharkhand. In 1765, Emperor Shah Alam II 
granted the Diwani of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa to the East India 
Company. After the year 1765, it came under the control of the 
British Empire and became formally known under its present 
title, “Jharkhand” - the Land of “Jungles” (forests) and “Jharis” 
(bushes).

97. Which among the following statements(s) is/are true 
about the Mughal rule under Akbar ? (PPSC 2021)

 1. Akbar opened the Ibadat Khana to people of all 
religions; Sufis, Shias, Christians, Jains and atheists.

 2. Akbar issued the Mahzar-nama to take all religious 
matters in his own hands.

 Select the correct answer using the code given below :
 (a) Only 1   (b) Only 2
 (c) Both 1 and 2  (d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans. (c)
 • Ibadat Khana (House of Worship) was a place established 

by Emperor Akbar in 1575 at his capital Fatehpur Sikri. 
 • Mahzar-nama (Act of Faith) was a document issued by 

Akbar in 1579. 
 • It sought to centralize religious authority in the person of 

the Emperor, who was seen as a just and impartial ruler.
98. With reference to the medieval history of India, the terms 

‘Dahsala’, ‘Batai’ and ‘Nasaq’ are related to (PPSC 2021)
 (a) branding of horses with imperial marks by 

Samudragupta
 (b) rituals conducted during coronation of a new Gupta 

king
 (c) land revenue systems during Tughlaq dynasty
 (d) land revenue systems during Akbar’s reign

Ans. (d) Dahsala, Batai, and Nasaq are terms related to the land 
revenue systems during the Akbar period.

99. Alamgir nama was written by whom? (TNPSC 2021)
 (a) Jafar Khan  (b) Muhammad Qazim
 (c) Aurangazeb  (d) Mukhtiar khan

Ans. (b) Aurangzeb was the third son of Shah Jahan. 
He was crowned as king in 1659 at Delhi. 
The first ten years of his rule are chronicled in Alamgir Nama 
written by Muhammad Kazim.
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100. Who served as British Ambassador to the Mughal Court?
 (TNPSC 2021)
 (a) Bernier   (b) Edward Terry
 (c) Thomas Roe  (d) William Hawkins
 (e) None of these

Ans. (c) On 18th September 1615, Sir Thomas Roe arrived in 
Surat as the first English Ambassador to the Mughal Court in 
India.

101. What was the term used for the religious officer in Mughal 
Administration? (OPSC 2021)

 (a) Mir Saman  (b) Muhtasib
 (c) Mir I Atish  (d) Mir I Bahr

Ans. (b) Muhtasib was appointed by the sultan and he was 
charged with overseeing the cleanliness of public spaces as 
well as the conduct of people within them, a responsibility 
that often extended beyond the market to schools and the 
medical sector.

102. Who was the author of a famous book entitled 'Agrarian 
System of Mughal India' ?  (NPSC 2021)

 (a) K.S. Lal   (b) J.L. Mehta
 (c) Moorland  (d) Irfan Habib

Ans. (d) The book titled “Agrarian System of Mughal India’: 
1556-1707” by Irfan Habib offers a comprehensive account of 
various aspects related to land revenue, administration, agrarian 
economy, and social structure during the Mughal period.

103. Who designed the famous bazaar of Chandni Chowk for 
Shah Jahan’s new capital, Shahjahanabad (Delhi)?

 (JKPSC 2021)
 (a) Gulbadan Begum (b) Roshan Ara
 (c) Jehanara   (d) Nur Jahan

Ans. (c) The Chandni Chowk is one of the oldest and busiest 
markets in Old Delhi, India. It was built in the 17th century 
by the Mughal Emperor, Shah Jahan, and designed by his 
daughter, Jahanara. The market’s history dates to the founding 
of the capital city of Shahjahanabad when Emperor Shah Jahan 
established the Red Fort on the banks of the Yamuna River 
besides his new capital.

104. Name the commander of the Ahom Army who defeated 
the Mughal Army at the Battle of Saraighat in 1671 on the 
Bank of the Brahmaputra River. (JKPSC 2021)

 (a) Rajaram Singh (b) Suhungmung
 (c) Tirot Singh  (d) Lachit Borphukan

Ans. (d) The Battle of Saraighat was a naval battle fought 
in 1671 between the Mughal Empire (led by the Kachwaha 
raja, Ram Singh I) and the Ahom Kingdom (led by Lachit 
Borphukan) on the Brahmaputra River at Saraighat, now in 
Guwahati, Assam, India. The Battle of Saraighat resulted in a 
decisive victory for the Ahom Kingdom.

105. Babur, who established Mughal Empire in India, comes 
from the dynasty (Arunachal Pradesh 2021)

 (a) Kabul Shahi  (b) Sayyid
 (c) Timurid   (d) Ottoman

Ans. (c) Babur is the founder of the Mughal Empire in India. 
He was a descendant of Timur (on his father's side) and Genghis 
Khan (on his Mother's side). His original name was Zahiruddin 
Muhammad. So the correct option is option (c).

106. The famous historical book, "Travels in the Mughal 
empire" was written by (Meghalaya 2021)

 (a) Ibn Batuta  (b) Francois Bernier a
 (c) Al-Biruni  (d) Thomas Row

Ans. (b) Francois Bernier
 • Travels in the Mughal Empire was written by Francois 

Bernier.
 • He was a French physician who spent over a decade in 

Mughal India during the 17th century. 
 • His book, published in 1671, offers a detailed account of the 

Mughal Empire, including its politics, society, economics, 
and culture.

 • Bernier's unique position as a physician gave him access 
to the Mughal court and everyday life in India, making his 
observations particularly valuable.

 • Travels in the Mughal Empire is considered a classic of 
travel writing and an important source of information about 
Mughal India.

107. Which of the following terms does not indicate land 
during the Mughal days ? (Kerala 2021)

 (a) Karori (b) Jagir (c) Parati (d) Inam

Ans. (a)
• Karori: This term does not refer to land. Instead, it was an 

administrative position or title during the Mughal era. A 
"Karori" was a revenue official responsible for collecting 
a revenue of one crore (10 million) dams from a specific 
area.

• Jagir: This term indicates a type of land grant given to a 
noble or official by the Mughal emperor as a reward, in 
lieu of a salary, or to maintain soldiers. The holder of the 
jagir, known as a jagirdar, had the right to collect revenue 
from that land.

• Parati: Refers to a type of land under cultivation during the 
Mughal period.

• Inam: Indicates land given as a reward or gift, often tax-
free, to individuals, especially religious figures or scholars, 
during the Mughal period.

• So the correct answer is option (a).
108. Which Medieval ruler introduced Ain-i-Dahsala?
 (WBPSC 2021)
 (a) Balban   (b) Feroz Tughlaq
 (c) Sher Singh  (d) Akbar

Ans. (d) Raja Todar Mal, as finance minister of Akbar, brought 
a new system of revenue collection known as zabti system and 
dahshala system which was a system of taxation. Under the system, 
he took a careful survey of crop yields and prices cultivated for 
10 years.  The system of Ain-i-Dahsala, was developed by Raja 
Todarmal. For the clear measurement of land, bigha -60 x 60 yards- 
was applied as a standard unit of area.

109. Who was the Mughal emperor during the Revolt of 1857?
     (WBPSC 2021)
 (a) Aurangzeb  (b) Mir Qasim
 (c) Bahadur Shah II (d) Sarfaraz Khan

Ans. (c) Bahadur Shah Zafar or Bahadur Shah II was the 
twentieth and last Mughal Emperor of India. The 1857 revolt 
united thousands of Hindu and Muslim troops who chose then-
Mughal emperor, Bahadur Shah Zafar II, as their nominal head.



The Mughal Empire 139

110. Given below are two statements one is labelled as 
Assertion (A) and other as Reason (R) : (UPPSC 2021)

 Assertion (A) : The Mughal Empire was originally a 
Military State 

 Reason (R) : The vitality of the development of the Central 
Government System depended on its military power. 

 Select the correct answer using the codes given below.
 Codes :
 (a) Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) is correct 

explanation of (A)
 (b) Both (A) and (R) are true, but (R) is not the correct 

explanation of (A)
 (c) (A) is true, but (R) is false
 (d) (A) is false, but (R) is true

Ans. (a) As the Mughals came from Central Asia, they brought 
the Central Asian military tradition along with them. A new style 
of combat was adopted due to the arrival of gunpowder and with 
that a new kind of tactics was also employed. Earlier, this was 
not the case since fighting predominantly revolved round the 
use of horses and elephants with weapons like bows, arrows, 
swords and shields. But from now on a new phase of military 
combat was adopted that focused on the use of artillery and the 
use of muskets, bombs, etc. As far as the structure is concerned, 
the Mughal Army consisted of cavalry, infantry, and artillery.

111. Who among the Mughal Emperors / Courtiers made 
arrangement for translation of Upanisadas into Farsi?

     (WBPSC 2022)
 (a) Babur   (b) Akbar
 (c) Shah Jahan  (d) Dara Sukoh

Ans. (d) Dara Sukoh made arrangement for translation of 
Upanisadas into Farsi. He was son of Shah Jahan. He was liberal 
in nature. Shah Jahan wanted to see him as next ruler but he was 
defeated by the Aurangzeb.

112. Who used ‘Tulghumah’ as a military tactic for the first 
time in India? (WBPSC 2022)

 (a) Alauddin Khilji (b) Muhammad bin Tughlaq
 (c) Babur   (d) Akbar

Ans. (c) Tulghumah is a central Asian military tactic which was 
first used by Babur in the first battle of Panipath in 1526. Due to 
this tactic only he was able to defeat large army of Ibrahim Lodi. 
He established Mughal Dynasty in 1526.  
 The First Battle of Panipat, on 21 April 1526, was fought 
between the invading forces of Babur and the Lodi dynasty.

113. Who built Buland Darwaza? (WBPSC 2022)
 (a) Humayun  (b) Akbar
 (c) Shah Jahan  (d) Aurangzib

Ans. (b) Buland Darwaza (Victory Gate) was built during 
the reign of Mughal emperor Akbar, in Fatehpur Sikri, Uttar 
Pradesh. It was built by Akbar to commemorate his victory over 
Gujarat. It is highest gate of the world. It has been constructed 
with the help of marbles.

114. In Mughal Administration, Khan e Saman became the 
head of (Kerala 2022)

 (a) Revenue Administration 
 (b) Religious Matters 
 (c) Royal Household
 (d) Military Department

Ans. (c)
• Khan-i-Samanthe chief steward of the imperial household 

also known as Royal Household.
• He was responsible for the overall management and 

administration of the imperial household, including its 
finances, personnel, and daily operations.

• He supervised the karkhanas, which were government-
owned workshops and factories producing various goods 
for the royal household and the state.

• He was in charge of recruiting, appointing, and managing 
the staff of the royal household.

• The Khan-i-Saman played a crucial role in organizing 
and managing ceremonial events and festivities within the 
imperial court.

115. The noble who introduced important reforms in the land 
revenue administration of Mughals in Deccan during the 
reign of Shahjahan, was  (NPSC 2022)

 (a) Murshid Quli Khan (b) Asaf Khan 
 (c) Mahabat Khan (d) Khan-i-Zama

Ans. (a) A major extension of the Zabt system occurred in the 
later years of Shahjahan’s reign when it was established in the 
Deccan by Murshid Quill Khan.

116. Who among the following was not a member of 
‘Nurjahan’s Junta’? (UKPSC 2022)

 (a) Itimad-ud-daulah (b) Asaf Khan
 (c) Mahabat Khan (d) Khurram

Ans. (c) 
 • "Nurjahan's Junta" refers to the influential courtiers who 

wielded significant power during the reign of Emperor 
Jahangir in the Mughal Empire. 

 • The term "junta" is borrowed from Spanish and refers to a 
group or council, often with political power.

 • The members of Nurjahan's Junta included:
 – Nurjahan wife of Emperor Jahangir.
 – Itimad-ud-Daulah, Nurjahan's father, who served as the 

treasurer of the Mughal Empire and held considerable 
influence at court.

 – Asaf Khan, Nurjahan's brother, who held various 
important positions in the Mughal administration, 
including the governorship of Lahore and Multan.

 – Abdul Hasan Asaf Khan, Asaf Khan's son and 
Nurjahan's nephew.

117. Which of the following medieval book is not the source of 
the history of Uttarakhand? (UKPSC 2022)

 (a) Tarikh-i-Badauni (b) Jahangirnama
 (c) Shahjahannama (d) Baburnama

Ans. (d) 
 • The "Baburnama," also known as the "Memoirs of 

Babur, "  i s  the  au tob iograph ica l  memoi r s  o f  
Zahir-ud-din Muhammad Babur, who was the founder of 
the Mughal Empire in India. 

 • Babur wrote the Baburnama in Chaghatai Turkish, his native 
language, and it is considered one of the most important 
sources for understanding the early Mughal history and 
Babur's life and times.



140 The Mughal Empire

 • It provides valuable insights into the political, social, and 
cultural landscape of Central Asia and India during the 
16th century. 

 • Tarikh-i-Badauni, Jahangirnama and Shahjahanama 
contains the source of the history of Uttarakhand.

118. ......... was the contemporary of Emperor Akbar in 
England. (TNPSC 2022)

 (a) King John  (b) Queen Elizabeth-I
 (c) Queen Victoria (d) King Charles II .
 (e) Answer not known

Ans. (b) Queen Elizabeth I was the Queen of England from 
1558 to 1603, and she reigned during the same time period as 
Emperor Akbar, who was the Mughal Emperor in India from 
1556 to 1605.

119. Which one of the following is not correctly matched?
(TNPSC 2022)

 (a) Arif Qandhari - Tarikh-i-Akbari
 (b) Nizamuddhin Ahmad - Tabaqat-i-Akbari .
 (c) Abdul Qadir Badaoni - Muntakhab-ut-Tawarikh
 (d) Muhammad Khan - Khulasat Tawarikh
 (e) Answer not known

Ans. (d) Khulasat Tawarikh, also known as “Khulasat-ut-
Tawarikh,” is a historical chronicle written in Persian. It was 
composed by Mughal historian Mulla Daud Khaki in the early 
17th century. It covers the history of the Mughal Empire from 
its beginnings up until the reign of Emperor Shah Jahan. The 
work is highly regarded for its detailed account of the Mughal 
dynasty and its rulers.

120. Who was the first Mughal ruler who fought against the 
British?  (67th BPSC 2022)

 (a) Aurangzeb  (b) Shah Jahan
 (c) Bahadur Shah Zafar (d) Jahangir
 (e) None of the above/More than one of the above

Ans. (a) When East India Company navy blockaded several 
Mughal ports on the western coast of India and engaged the 
Mughal Army in battle. The blockade started to effect major 
cities like Chittagong, Madras and Mumbai (Bombay), which 
resulted in the intervention of Emperor Aurangzeb, who seized 
all the factories of the company and arrested members of the 
East India Company Army. He was the first Mughal ruler to 
fight with the British.

121.  What among the following is/are true about the priests 
who were sent to Akbar’s court to resolve his curiosities 
towards Christianity in 1595 by Goa Church Authorities?

 (i) This was third mission of Goa Church Authorities 
which was sent to Akbar’s court. (CGPSC 2022)

 (ii) This mission met Akbar in Lahore.
 (iii) Antonio Monserrate was included in this mission.
 (a) Only (i)   (b) (i) and (ii)
 (c) (i) and (iii)  (d) (i), (ii) and (iii)

Ans. (d) In May 1595, Fr. Jerome Xavier (grandnephew of 
Francis Xavier) accompanied by Fr. Manuel Pinheiro and Bro. 
Bento de Goes arrived in Lahore on a third mission. This time 
Akbar gave them permission to open a school and to build 
churches at Agra and Lahore. Akbar commissioned Fr. Xavier 
to translate the Life of Christ into Persian as the Dastan-i-Masih. 
This was completed in 1602.All the given statements are correct. 

122. Which of the following is/are not true? (CGPSC 2022)
 (i) Kilich Khan was also known as Mubariz Khan.
 (ii) Nizam-ul-Mulk defeated Mubariz Khan in Battle of 

Shakar Kheda.
 (iii) Julfikar Khan gave Nizam-ul-Mulk with the title of 

Asaf-Jah.
 (a) Only (i)   (b) (i) and (iii)
 (c) (ii) and (iii)  (d) (i), (ii) and (iii)

Ans. (b) Khawaja Abid Khan Siddiqi (b. 17th Century – 1687 
d.), or Nawab Khawaja Abid Siddiqi/Khawaja Abid (Qalich 
Khan - title given by Shah Jahan) better known as Kilich Khan, 
was a Nawab and military general under Mughal Emperor 
Aurangzeb. Mir Qamar, better known as Asaf Jah or the first 
Nizam of Hyderabad, was given the title of Nizam-ul-Mulk 
when he was made the Viceroy of Deccan by Farrukhsiyar in 
1712. Thus statements 1 and 3 are incorrect.

123. The first Mughal building with complete marble facing 
was (GPSC 2022)

 (a) Taj Mahal  (b) Moti Masjid
 (c) Humayun’s tomb (d) Itmad-ud-Daulah’s tomb

Ans. (d) The tomb of Itimad-ud-daula, father of Nurjahan, 
built by Jahangir was the first Mughal building built completely 
with white marble.

124. Match the following Land classification of Moghul period 
with their attributed meanings.  (Telangana 2022)

Classification Meaning
A. Polaj 1. Land that has left fallow for three 

or four years.
B. Parauti 2. Land uncultivated for five year or 

more.
C. Chachar 3. Land left out of cultivation for 

a time for the recovery of its 
strength

D. Banjar 4. Hight fertile and irrigated land.
5. Land regularly cultivated and is 

never allowed to lie fallow.
 Choose the correct answers:
 (a) A-2, B-5, C-4, D-1
 (b) A-3, B-4, C-5, D-2
 (c) A-5, B-3, C-1, D-2
 (d) A-3, B-1, C-4, D-2

Ans. (c) The Correct match is:
 A-5, B-3, C-1, D-2
Classification  Meaning
A. Polaj 5.  Land regularly cultivated and is never 

allowed to lie fallow.
B. Parauti 3.  Land left out of cultivation for a time for 

the recovery of its strength.
C. Chachar 1.  Land that has left fallow for three or four 

years.
D. Banjar 2.  Land uncultivated for five years or more.
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125. Who among the following had translated Chintamani 
Bhatt’s Sanskrit text ‘Suka Saptati’ in Persian and gave it 
the title ‘Tutinama’ ? (UPPSC 2022)

 (a) Amir Khusro
 (b) Abdur Razzak
 (c) Shihabuddin-al-Umari
 (d) Khwaza Ziya-uddin Nakhshabi

Ans. (d) An illustrated manuscript of ‘Tutinama’ (Tale of 
Parrot) was made in this era, by Humayun’s painters Mir 
Sayyid Ali and Abdus Samad. Tutinama is said to be inspired 
by Sanskrit Tale Sukasaptati and was written by Zia ud din 
Nakshabi.

126. Consider the following events of the reign of Aurangzeb 
and arrange them in chronological order: (UPPSC 2022)

 1. Battle of Deorai
 2. Defeat of Shuja near Banaras
 3 Battle of Samugarh
 4. Victory at Dharmat
 Select the correct answer from the code given below :
 Code :
 (a) 4, 2, 1 and 3  (b) 1, 3, 4 and 2
 (c) 3, 4, 2 and 1  (d) 2, 4, 3 and 1

Ans. (d) 
 1. Battle of Deorai — 12–14 April, 1659)
 2. Defeat of Shuja near Banaras — February, 1658
 3. Battle of Samugarh — 29 May, 1658
 4. Victory of Dharmat — 15 April, 1658

127. From which place Jayata and Kumpa were associated who 
impressed Shershah with their valour?   (UPPSC 2022)

 (a) Mewar   (b) Malwa
 (c) Marwar   (d) Bundelkhand

Ans. (c) Sher Shah had been preparing for war with Marwar 
for four months, he made sure that no one got to know about the 
reason for the preparation.
In 1543, Sher Shah set out against Marwar with a huge force of 
80,000 cavalry.
With an army of 50,000, Maldeo advanced to face Sher Shah’s 
army.
Sher Shah took the irregular path via Didwana (instead of 
Bayana), Kumpa had resisted Sher Shahs advance in Shekhawati, 
after which Sher Shah made sure to entrench at every stop and 
halted in the village of Sammel in the pargana of Jaitaran, ninety 
kilometers east of Jodhpur.

128. Which Mughal ruler patronaged Kavindra Acharya 
Saraswati of Banaras, a great scholar of Sanskrit and 
Hindi? (UPPSC 2022)

 (a) Humayun  (b) Jahangir
 (c) Akbar   (d) Shahjahan

Ans. (d) In the reign of Shah Jahan, Kavindra Acharya 
Saraswati and Jagatnath Pandit enjoyed royal patronage. Pandit 
Jagannath composed Ras- Gangadhar and Ganga Lahiri.

129. Match the following : (Telangana 2023)
  Painters    Mughal Rulers
 A. Mir Sayyid Ali I. Humayun
 B. Daswan   II. Akbar
 C. Ustad Mansur III. Jahangir
 D. Mir Hashim  IV. Shahjahan

 Choose the correct answer :
 (a) A-I; B-II; C-III; D-IV (b) A-II; B-IV; C-I; D-III
 (c) A-I; B-III; C-II; D-IV (d) A-III; B-I; C-IV; D-II

Ans. (a) The correct match is:
  A-I; B-II; C-III; D-IV
Painters Mughal Rulers
A. Mir Sayyid Ali I. Humayun
B. Daswant II. Akbar
C. Ustad Mansur III. Jahangir 
D. Mir Hashim IV. Shahjahan 

130. According to Abul Fazal, Akbar started one thousand 
karkhanas for producing woollen clothes. At which 
among the following places did he establish them ?

(Telangana 2023)
 (a) Surat   (b) Dacca
 (c) Lahore   (d) Amritsar

Ans. (c) According to Abul Fazl, Akbar started one thousand 
karkhanas for producing woollen clothes at Lahore. Jahangir 
established such Karkhanas at Amritsar. Thus, woollen cloth 
was produced in India on a large scale and received praise from 
contemporary foreign visitors.

131. Which Mughal emperor was known as Alamgir I?
     (WBPSC 2023)
 (a) Akbar   (b) Jahangir
 (c) Aurangzeb  (d) Bahadur Shah II

Ans. (c) Aurangzeb, the sixth ruler of Mughal Empire is 
referred to as Alamgir meaning conqueror of the world. His 
reign lasted for 49 yrs and is widely considered the last effective 
Mughal emperor.

132. Which Mughal emperor granted ‘Farman’ in 1717 to the 
British East India Company ?  (WBPSC 2023)

 (a) Bahadur Shah II (b) Shah Alam II
 (c) Farrukhshiyar (d) Muhammad Shah

Ans. (c) In 1717, Farrukhsiyar issued a farman giving the 
British East India Company the right to reside and trade in 
the Mughal Empire. They were allowed to trade freely, except 
for a yearly payment of 3,000 rupees, in gratitude for William 
Hamilton, a surgeon associated with the company, curing 
Farrukhsiyar of a disease. 

133. Which of the following battle is considered as the most 
decisive battle than the Battle of Panipat for the Mughal 
conquest of India?  (GPSC 2023)

 (a) Battle of Khanwa
 (b) Battle of Ghaghra
 (c) Battle of Chanderi
 (d) Battle of Ab Darrah Pass

Ans. (a) The Battle of Khanwa was fought at Khanwa on March 
16, 1527. It was fought between the invading Timurid forces 
of Babur and the Rajput Confederation led by Rana Sanga for 
suprermacy of Northern India. The battle of Khnawa became 
the most important battle than Panipat because, the Panipat 
battle led the predominant foundation of the power of Mughal 
rule, thus the battle of Khanwa signified and strengthened the 
policy of Mughal rule. Babur then focused on the Uzbek Attack 
and recalled the attack.
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134. Who among the following is the only female historian to 
write the historical account of Mughal period during the 
Mughal Empire?  (GPSC 2023)

 (a) Gulbadan Begum (b) Noorjahan Begum
 (c) Jahanara Begum (d) Razia Begum

Ans. (a) Gulbadan Banu Begum is the only female historian 
to write a historical account of the Mughal period during the 
Mughal Empire. Her work, Humayun-nama (The Book of 
Humayun), is the only surviving history written by a woman 
in 16th century Mughal India.Gulbadan Begum (1523–1603) 
was a Mughal princess and the daughter of Emperor Babur, the 
founder of the Mughal Empire.

135. The troops raised by the emperor but not paid directly by 
the state and place under the charge of mansabdars were  
known as  (GPSC 2023)

 (a) Walashahi  (b) Barawardi
 (c) JCumaki   (d) Dakhili

Ans. (d) The troops under the mansabdars were known as 
Dakhili, they were raised by the emperor but not paid directly 
by the state but were under the mansabdars.The dakhili troops 
were given to mansabdars that had troubles raising the retainers. 
The dakhili horsemen were given to the mansabdars who held 
rank over 500.

136. Who among the following made an offer to Humayun  
that he would surrender Bihar and pay an annual tribute 
of 10 lakh dinars if he was allowed to retain Bengal?

 (a) Bahadur Shah (68th BPSC 2023)
 (b) Sher Khan
 (c) Bairam Khan 
 (d) More than one of the above
 (e) None of the above

Ans. (b) Sher Shah Suri also known as Sher Khan after the 
victory of Gaur, sent a proposal to Humayun that he would 
surrender Bihar and pay an annual tribute of ten lakhs of dinars 
if he was allowed to retain Bengal. However, Humayun rejected 
this proposal.

137. In which of the following battles are the main opponents 
not correctly stated? (68th BPSC 2023)

 (a) Battle of Haldighati- Maharana Pratap and Akbar
 (b) First Battle of Panipat-Babur and Ibrahim Lodi
 (c) Second Battle of Panipat-Tipu Sultan and Marathas
 (d) More than one of the above
 (e) None of the above

Ans. (c) Second Battle of Panipat was fought on November 5, 
1556 between the forces of Samrat Hem Chandra Vikramaditya 
also known as Hemu, the ruler of North India from Delhi, and 
the army of Akbar.
Mysore ruler Tipu Sultan and Marathas  were involved in the 
Battle of Gajendragadh from March 1786 to March 1787 in 
which Tipu Sultan was defeated by the Marathas.

138. Tabaqat-i-Akbari,Which has been sometimes considered 
more reliable than Abul Fazl’s Akbarnama, was written 
by (68th BPSC 2023)

 (a) Gulbadan Begum
 (b) Nizamuddin Ahmad
 (c) Abdul Hamid Lahori
 (d) More than one of the above
 (e) None of the above

Ans. (b) Tabaqat-i-Akbari is a medieval text written by 
Nizamuddin Ahmad. He was appointed as a Bakshi by 
Emperor Akbar. He belonged to a very respectable family and 
his forefathers served the ancestors of Akbar. He himself was 
appointed on the post of Mir Bakshi during the reign of Akbar.

139. Which among the following ports was called Babul 
Makka (Gate of Makka) during the Mughal period?

 (69th BPSC 2023)
 (a) Calicut (b) Surat (c) Cambay (d) Broach

Ans. (b) Surat was called Gate of Makka because the pilgrimage 
to Makka started from Surat. Surat is the main city in Gujarat.

140. Futuhat-i-Alamgiri was written by (69th BPSC 2023)
 (a) Ishwardas Nagar (b) Bhimsen
 (c) Haridas   (d) None of them

Ans. (a) Ishwardas Nagasr’s Futuhat-i-Alamgiri is an 
exceptionally important chronicle of Emperor Aurangzeb’s 
reign which was pretty long, extending over a period of fifty 
years (1658-1707 AD).

141. In which of the following palace built by Akbar in 
Fatehpur Sikri the Buddhist architecture was followed?

 (a) Shaikh Salim Chisti's Tomb (RPSC 2023)
 (b) Buland Darwaja
 (c) Panch Mahal
 (d) Turki Sultana's palace
 (e) Question not attempted

Ans. (c) The palace built by Akbar in Fatehpur Sikri where 
Buddhist architecture pattern was followed is Panch Mahal. 
Panch Mahal is a unique, five-story structure that resembles a 
Buddhist pagoda or temple. The Panch Mahal, one of the famous 
structures of Fatehpur Sikri, is known as 'dream in stone'. 

142. With reference to Amir Khusrau, the famous Persian writer 
of Medieval India, consider the following statements.
 (JKPSC 2023)

 1. He was a  contemporary of Mughal emperors 
Humayun and Akbar.

 2. He blended the Hindu and Iranian systems by 
introducing a new light music style known as qwalis.

 3. He created a new style of Persian poetry called 
Sabaq-i-Hind.

 Choose the correct answer.
 (a) 1 and 3   (b) 2 and 3
 (c) 1 and 2   (d) 1, 2 and 3

Ans. (b) Amir Khusrau, a famous Persian poet and musician 
of medieval India, was not a contemporary of Mughal emperors 
Humayun and Akbar, but lived earlier during the Delhi Sultanate. 
He introduced the qawwali style of music, blending Hindu and 
Iranian systems, and developed a new style of Persian poetry 
known as Sabaq-i-Hind, influenced by Indian themes and 
imagery.
Amir Khusrau was born in 1253 in Patiyali, Kasganj district, in 
modern-day Uttar Pradesh, India.

143. Which of the following incidents took place during the 
reign of Jahangir? (APPSC 2023)

 I. The fifth Sikh Guru, Arjan Dev was sentenced to death.
 II. 'Victory over Rajputs of Mewar.
 III. Annexation of Kabul and Kandahar
 IV. Arrival of English East India Company to India
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 Choose the correct answer using the codes given below:
 (a) I, II and III only (b) II, III and IV only
 (c) I, III and IV only (d) I, II and IV only

Ans. (d) Incidents during Jahangir’s reign (1605-1627 CE):
I.  Guru Arjan Dev’s execution (1606 CE): Jahangir 

ordered the fifth Sikh Guru’s death due to religious and 
political tensions.

II.  Victory over Rajputs of Mewar (1615 CE): Jahangir’s 
forces defeated Mewar’s Rana Amar Singh, securing 
Mughal control.

IV.  Arrival of English East India Company (1608 CE): 
The company established trade relations with the Mughal 
Empire during Jahangir’s reign.

III.  Annexation of Kabul and Kandahar: This occurred 
during Shah Jahan’s reign (1627-1658 CE), not Jahangir’s.

144. Match the following revenue officials during the reign of 
Akbar with their duties: (APPSC 2023)

 A. Amalguzar  I. Kept records of the  
    revenue payable by the 
    villages

 B. Karkuns   II. Revenue Collector in- 
    charge of a District

 C. Qanungo   III. Accountant
 D. Bitikchi   IV. Prepared the seasonal 

    crop statistics
 Choose the correct answer using the codes given below:
  A B C D  A B C D
 (a) II IV I III (b) II IV III I
 (c) IV II I III (d) III I IV II

Ans. (a) Matching revenue officials during Akbar’s reign with 
their duties:
 A.  Amalguzar - II. Revenue Collector in charge of a 

District
 B. Karkuns - IV. Prepared the seasonal crop statistics
 C.  Qanungo - I. Kept records of the revenue payable by 

the villages
 D. Bitikchi - III. Accountant

145. The longest Trunk Road constructed by Shershah which 
still exists is (APPSC 2023)

 (a) Agra to Burhanpur (b) Indus to Sonargaon
 (c) Agra to Chittor (d) Lahore to Multan

Ans. (b) Sher Shah Suri built the Grand Trunk Road, a 2,500 
km-long highway from Indus (near modern-day Attock, 
Pakistan) to Sonargaon (near modern-day Dhaka, Bangladesh), 
facilitating trade, commerce, and military movements. This road 
connected major cities and administrative centers, showcasing 
advanced engineering and administrative skills.

146. Given below are two statements : One is labelled as 
Assertion A and the other is labelled as Reason R.

(HPSC 2023)
 Assertion A: Daswant painter had committed suicide out 

of madness.
 Reason R: The manuscript of Daswant's work Khandan-

e-Taimuria is preserved in Khuda bakhsh oriented Public 
Library, Patna.

 In the light of the above statements, choose the most 
appropriate answer from the options given below:

 (a) Both A and R are correct and R is the correct 
explanation of A.

 (b) Both A and R are correct and R is NOT correct 
explanation of A.

 (c) A is correct but R is not correct
 (d) A is not correct but R is correct
 (e) Question not attempted

Ans. (b) Both A and R are correct but R is not the correct 
explanation of A. 
Statement I is correct as Daswant's mental illness led to his 
tragic demise. Statement II is also correct; the manuscript is 
indeed housed in the KhudaBakhsh Library, but it does not 
explain why Daswant committed suicide.

147. Given below are two statements: (HPSC 2023)
 Statement I : Aurangzeb had constructed the Kuwait-ul-

Islam mosque by demolishing the Chintamani Tample. 
 Statement II : Qutbuddin Aibak got the Kuwait-ul-Islam 

mosque built in Delhi.
 In the  light of the above statements, choose the correct 

answer from the options given below:
 (a) Both statements I and II are true. 
 (b) Both Statements I and II are false. 
 (c) Statement I is true but Statement II is false. 
 (d) Statement I is false but statement II is true. 
 (e) Question not attempted

Ans. (a) Both statements I and II are correct
• Aurangzeb had constructed the Kuwait-ul-Islam mosque 

by demolishing the Chintamani temple. 
• QutbuddinAibak got the Kuwait-ul-Islam mosque built in 

Delhi.
148. Read the following statements about Yadavindra Garden 

Pinjore, Panchkula and choose the correct options:
(HPSC 2023)

 1. It was built by Nawab Fidai Khan in the 15th century.
 2. The garden is an example of Mughal garden style. 
 3. It was renovated by the rulers of princely state of Patiala.
 (a) Only 1 and 2   (b) Only 2 and 3 
 (c) Only 1 and 3  (d) Only 2
 (e) Question not attempted

Ans. (b) Only 2 and 3
1.  The garden was built by NawabFidai Khan in the 17th 

century, not the 15th century. Hence,S\statement 1 is 
incorrect.

2.  The garden is an example of the Mughal garden style. 
Hence, statement 2 is correct.

3.  The garden was renovated by the rulers of the princely 
state of Patiala. Hence, Statement 3 is correct.

149. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer 
using the code given below the lists (Manipur 2023)

  List-I    List-II
 (A) Akbar   (i) Moti Masjid at Agra
 (B) Humayun  (ii) Buland Darwaza
 (C) Prataprudra  (iii) Mankal Fort Golkunda
 (D) Shah Jahan  (iv) Purana Qila
 Choose the correct answer
  A B C D  A B C D
 (a) (ii) (iv) (i) (iii) (b) (ii) (iv) (iii) (i)
 (c) (ii) (iv) (iii) (i) (d) (i) (iii) (iv) (ii)
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Ans. (b/c) The correct match is
(a) Akbar - (ii) BulandDarwaza
(b) Humayun- (iv) PuranaQila
(c) Prataprudra- (iii) Mankal Fort Golkunda
(d) Shah Jahan (i) MotiMasjid at Agra
So, the correct answer is option (B/C) because coding is same 
in the question paper.

150. Tappa style of music was refined and developed in which of 
the following Mughal Emperor’s Court?  (UPPSC 2023)

 (a) Jahangir   (b) Akbar
 (c) Shahjahan  (d) Muhammad Shah

Ans. (d) Tappa originated from the folk songs of the camel riders 
in Punjab. The tappa style of music was refined and introduced 
to the imperial court of the Mughal Emperor Muhammad Shah, 
and later by Mian Ghulam Nabi Shori or Shori Mian, a court 
singer of Asaf-Ud-Dowlah, Nawab of Awadh.

151. Consider the following pairs: (Harayana 2024)
 1. Aram-i-Kausar : Narnaul
 2. Tomb of Sheikh Tayyab : Kaithal
 3. Bhai ki Baoli : Meham (Rohtak)
 How many of the above pairs are correctly matched?
 (a) Only one pair  (b) Only two pairs
 (c) All three pairs (d) None of the pairs
 (e) Question not attempted

Ans. (b) Only two pairs are correctly matched.
Name Location
Aram-i-Kausar Narnaul
Tomb of Sheikh Tayyab Kaithal
BhaikiBaoli Kaithal

152. Consider the following pairs : (Harayana 2024)
1. Basawan : Akbar
2. Mir Saiyid Ali : Humayun
3. Daswant : Jahangir

 How many of the above pairs are correctly matched?
 (a) Only one pair  (b) Only two pairs
 (c) All three pairs (d) None of the pairs
 (e) Question not attempted

Ans. (b) Only two pairs are correct. 
 • Basawan was indeed a prominent painter in Akbar’s court.
 • Mir Saiyid Ali was a painter in the court of Humayun.
 • Daswant was actually a painter in Akbar’s court, not 

Jahangir’s.
153. Consider the following statements on Sher Shah's land 

revenue administration: (APPSC 2024)
 I. Land was classified into three categories on the basis 

of produce from the land.
 II. Land was measured according to a uniform system.
 III. ¼ of the produce was collected as tax.
 Which of the above statements are correct?
 (a) I and II   (b) I and III
 (c) II and III   (d) I, II and III

Ans. (a)
 • Sher Shah introduced a classification of land into three 

categories (good, middle, and bad) based on the fertility of 
the land and the produce it could yield.

 • Sher Shah implemented a standardized measurement 
system for land, which helped in determining the revenue 
to be collected.

 • Sher Shah’s system involved collecting approximately 1/3 
(one-third) of the agricultural produce as tax, not 1/4.

154. Consider the following Mughal structures:  (APPSC 2024)
 I. Tomb of Salim Chishti II. Buland Darwaza
 III. Tomb of Humayun IV. Jamia Masjid
 Which of the above buildings were constructed during the 

reign of Akbar?
 (a) II and III only (b) II, III and IV
 (c) I, II and III  (d) I, II, III and IV

Ans. (d)
 • Tomb of Salim Chishti: This tomb, located in Fatehpur 

Sikri, was built during Akbar’s reign in honor of the Sufi 
saint Salim Chishti.

 • Buland Darwaza: Also located in Fatehpur Sikri, this 
grand gateway was constructed by Akbar to commemorate 
his victory over Gujarat.

 • Tomb of Humayun: Although the construction of this tomb 
began during Humayun’s reign, it was completed during 
Akbar’s reign.

 • Jami Masjid: It was built during Akbar’s reign as the 
principal mosque of his capital at Fatehpur Sikri.

155. Identify the correct chronology of Later Mughals:
(APPSC 2024)

 (a) Bahadur Shah > Farrukh Siyar > Jahandar Shah> 
Muhammad Shah > Shah Alam-II

 (b) Bahadur Shah > Jahandar Shah > Muhammad Shah 
> Farrukh Siyar > Shah Alam-II

 (c) Bahadur Shah > Jahandar Shah > Farrukh Siyar > 
Muhammad Shah > Shah Alam-II

 (d) Farrukh Siyar > Jahandar Shah > Muhammad Shah 
>  Shah Alam - II > Bahadur Shah

Ans. (c) The correct chronology of the Later Mughals is:
Bahadur Shah > Jahandar Shah > Farrukh Siyar > Muhammad 
Shah > Shah Alam - II
 • Bahadur Shah I (1707-1712): Also known as Shah Alam 

I, he was the son of Aurangzeb and the first of the Later 
Mughal emperors. 

 • Jahandar Shah (1712-1713): Bahadur Shah’s son, Jahandar 
Shah’s reign was brief and marked by his indulgent lifestyle 
and the influence of his favorite, Lal Kunwar.

 • Farrukh Siyar (1713-1719): He came to power with the 
support of the Sayyid brothers, known as the “kingmakers.” 

 • Muhammad Shah (1719-1748): Also known as Muhammad 
Shah Rangila, he is often remembered for his lack of political 
and military effectiveness. His reign saw the invasion of 
Nader Shah of Persia and the sack of Delhi in 1739.

 • Shah Alam II (1759-1806): His reign was marked by the 
significant decline of Mughal power and the increasing 
dominance of the British East India Company. He was 
deposed by the British but later restored as a titular ruler.
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156. Sahajahan gave the title of "Shah Iqbal' to which of his 
son? (UKPSC 2024)

 (a) Dara Shikoh   (b) Shuja
 (c) Aurangzeb  (d) Murad

Ans. (a) On 10 September 1642, Shah Jahan formally confirmed 
Dara Shikoh as his heir, granting him the title of Shahzada-e-
Buland Iqbal ("Prince of High Fortune") and promoting him to 
command of 20,000-foot and 20,000 horse.

157. Arrange the Battles of Babur given below, in chronological 
order: (UKPSC 2024)

 I. Battle of Ghaghra II. First Battle of Panipat
 III. Battle of Chanderi IV. Battle of Khanwa
 (a) IV, II, I, III  (b) II, IV, III, I
 (c) III, I, II, IV  (d) I, IV, III,II

Ans. (b) Battle        Year Participants
•  First Battle of Panipat 1526 Babar Vs Ibrahim Lodi
•  Battle of Khanwa 1527 Babar Vs Rana Sanga
•  Battle of Chanderi 1528 Babar Vs Madiniray
•  Battle of Ghaghra 1529 Babar Vs Afghan

158. To commemorate the victory of which region did Akbar 
build the 'Buland Darwaza'? (UKPSC 2024)

 (a) Sindh (b) Multan (c) Orissa (d) Gujarat

Ans. (d) Buland Darwaza ('High Gate'), or the "Door of 
victory", was built in 1575 by Mughal emperor Akbar to 
commemorate his victory over Gujarat.

159. Which Mughal Emperor sent the survey team to Garhwal 
to explore the origin of Ganga river? (UKPSC 2024)

  (a) Akbar   (b) Jahangir
 (c) Shahjahan  (d) Aurangzeb

Ans. (a) Mughal Emperor Akbar has sent survey team to 
Garhwal to explore to trace the origin of the Ganga.

160. Who among the following Garhwal prince was appointed 
Mansabdar in the Mughal Court? (UKPSC 2024)

  (a) Medini Shah 
 (b) Fatehpati Shah 
 (c) Upendra Shah
 (d) Ram Shah

Ans. (a) Medini Shah was appointed Mansabdar in the court of  
Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb.

161. Who was responsible for the smooth functioning of the 
Mughal Mansabdari system? (JPSC 2024)

 (a) Vakil   (b) Wazir 
 (c) Mir Bakshi  (d) Sadr 

Ans. (c) The chief responsibilities of the Mir bakhshi were in 
the management of mansabdars; to recruit them, recommend 
a suitable rank to assign them, regularly inspect their military 
units, and determine their payment (either in the form of cash 
or jagirs). Unlike the Sultanate-era office, the mir bakhshi ‘s 
influence extended beyond the military, since every noble of 
the Mughal empire was a mansabdar. The Mansabdari system 
was the administrative system introduced by Akbar in Mughal 
Empire during 1571. The word ‘Mansab’ is of Arabic origin 
meaning rank or position. Hence, Mansabdari was a system of 
ranking the government officials and determined their civil & 
military duties, along with their renumerations.

162. During the Mughal period, the coins minted during the 
previous reign were called (JPSC 2024)

 (a) Khajana (b) Chalni (c) Mohur (d) Bikha

Ans. (a) Khazana (Khajana) were the coins minted during 
the previous reign of the Mughal period. The most famous 
of all Mughal currencies was the silver rupee, which was an 
adaptation of Sher Shah’s coins. Sher Shah’s dam became the 
basis for the Mughal copper currency, which weighed 320 to 
330 grains. Babur’s first coins were minted in Afghanistan. It is 
known as mithqal or ashrafi (a gold piece weighing 4.7 grams) 
from around 1523 CE. The mohur coin was first introduced by 
Sher Shah Suri during his rule in India between 1540 and 1545 
and was then a gold coin weighing 169 grains (10.95 grams).

163. Who among the following is not a painter of Jahangir’s 
period? (JPSC 2024)

 (a) Mansur   (b) Manohar
 (c) Khwaja Abdus Samad (d) Abul Hasan

Ans. (c) Abdus Samad He was an Iranian court poet of the 
Mughal period. He was trained at the court atelier of Shah 
Tahmasp in Tabriz, served the Mughal emperors Humayun 
and Akbar, in 1577, Akbar appointed him director of the royal 
mint at Fatehpur Sikri, and other senior government posts and 
governorship of the city of Multan.  No other Mughal court artist 
made the transition to the centres of political power achieved 
by ‘Abd al-Samad. The masterly control evident and other 
identifiable works earned ‘Abd al-Samad the title Shirinqalam 
(Sweet Pen) from Akbar.

164. Which of the following forts was not constructed during 
Akbar’s reign?  (Kerala 2024)

 (a) Purana Quila  (b) Agra Fort
 (c) Lahore Fort  (d) Allahabad Fort

Ans. (a) Purana Qila' (Old Fort) is one of the oldest forts in 
Delhi. The present citadel at Purana Qila was believed to have 
been built under Humayun and Afghan Sher Shah Suri ('The 
Lion King').


