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1.	 The word ‘Hindu’ as reference to the people of Hind (India) was 
first used by:� [1995]

	 (a)	 the Greeks	 (b)	the Romans
	 (c)	 the Chinese	 (d)	the Arabs
2.	 Who among the following was a Brahmavadini who composed 

some hymns of the Vedas?� [1995]
	 (a)	Lopamudra	 (b)	Gargi	
	 (c)	Leelavati	 (d)	Savitri
3.	 Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer (using 

codes given below the lists)� [1995]
		  List-I		  List-II
		  (Eras)		  (Reckoned from)
	 A.	 Vikrama era	 1.	 3102 B.C.
	 B.	 Saka era	 2.	 320 A.D.
	 C.	 Gupta era	 3.	 78 A.D.	
	 D.	 Kali era	 4.	 58 B.C.
			   5.	 248 A.D.
	 Codes:
		  A	 B	 C	 D		  A	 B	 C	 D	
	 (a)	2	 4	 5	 1	 (b)	 1	 3	 2	 4
	 (c)	4	 5	 2	 3	 (d)	 4	 3	 2	 1
4.	 In Sanskrit plays written during the Gupta period women and 

Sudras speak:� [1995]
	 (a)	Sanskrit 	 (b)	Prakrit
	 (c)	Pali	 (d)	Sauraseni
5.	 The name by which Ashoka is generally referred to his inscriptions 

is:� [1995]
	 (a)	Chakravarti	 (b)	Dharmadeva
	 (c)	Dharmakirti	 (d)	Priyadarsi
6.	 The term 'Yavanapriya' mentioned in ancient Sanskrit texts 

denoted:� [1995]
	 (a)	 a fine variety of Indian Muslim
	 (b)	ivory
	 (c)	damsels sent to the Greek court for dance performance
	 (d)	pepper
7.	 The concept of Anuvrata was advocated by:� [1995]
	 (a)	Mahayana Buddhism	 (b)	Hinayana Buddhism 
	 (c)	 Jainism	 (d)	The Lokayata school
8.	 According to Mimamsa system of philosophy, liberation is 

possible by means by:� [1995]
	 (a)	 jnana	 (b)	bhakti
	 (c)	yoga	 (d)	karma
9.	 Bronze icons of Nataraja cast during the Chola period invariably 

show the deity with:� [1995]
	 (a)	eight hands	 (b)	six hands
	 (c)	four hands	 (d)	two hands
10.	 According to ancient Indian cosmogonic ideas the sequential 

order of the cycle of four acons (yugas) is:
	 (a)	Dvapara, Krita, Treta and Kali � [1996]
	 (b)	Krita, Dvapara, Treta and Kali
	 (c)	Krita, Treta, Dvapara and Kali
	 (d)	Treta, Dvapara, Kali and Krita

11.	 Which one of the following temples figured in the news regarding 
the institution of the Devadasi?� [1996]

	 (a)	Jagannath temple, Puri
	 (b)	Pashupatinath temple, Kathmandu
	 (c)	Kandariya Mahadev temple, Khajuraho 
	 (d)	Chausath Yogini temple, Bhedaghat
12.	 The river most mentioned in early Vedic literature is :� [1996]
	 (a)	Sindhu	 (b)	Sutudri
	 (c)	Sarasvati	 (d)	Ganga
13.	 Which one of the following is not a part of early Jains literature?
	 (a)	Therigatha	 (b)	Acarangasutra� [1996]
	 (c)	Sutrakritanga	 (d)	Brihatkalpasutra
14.	 Which of the following were common to both Buddhism and 

Jainism?� [1996]
	 1.	 Avoidance of extremities of penance and enjoyment
	 2.	 Indifference to the authority of the Vedas 
	 3.	 Denial of efficacy of rituals
	 4.	 Non-injury to animal life
	 Select the answer using the codes given below:
	 Codes:
	 (a)	1, 2, 3 and 4	 (b)	2, 3 and 4
	 (c)	1, 3, and 4	 (d)	1 and 2
15.	 In the context of ancient Indian society which one of the following 

terms does not belong to the category of the other three?� [1996]
	 (a)	Kula	 (b)	Vamsa
	 (c)	Kosa	 (d)	Gotra
16.	 Who among the following is known for his work on medicine 

during the Gupta period?� [1996]
	 (a)	Saumilla	 (b)	Sudraka
	 (c)	Shaunaka	 (d)	Susrutha
17.	 Which one of the following sculptures was invariably used green 

schist as the medium?� [1996]
	 (a)	Maurya sculptures	 (b)	Mathura sculptures
	 (c)	Bharhut sculptures	 (d)	Gandhara sculptures
18.	 Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer:�
		  List-I		  List-II� [1996]
	 A.	 Vishakhadatta	 1.	 Medicine	
	 B.	 Varahamihira	 2.	 Drama
	 C.	 Charaka	 3.	 Astronomy
	 D.	 Brahmagupta	 4.	 Mathematics
	 Codes:
		  A	 B	 C	 D		  A	 B	 C	 D	
	 (a)	1	 3	 4	 2 	 (b)	 2	 1	 3	 4
	 (c)	2	 3	 1	 4	 (d)	 3	 4	 1	 2
19.	 Which one of the following texts of ancient India allows divorce 

to a wife deserted by her husband?� [1996]
	 (a)	Kamasutra
	 (b)	Manava Dharma Shastra
	 (c)	Sukra Nitisara
	 (d)	Arthashastra
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20.	 Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer using the 
codes given below the lists:� [1997]

		  List-I		  List-II
	 A.	 Gupta	 1.	 Badami	
	 B.	 Chandella	 2.	 Panamalai
	 C.	 Chalukya	 3.	 Khajuraho	
	 D.	 Pallava	 4.	 Deogarh
	 Codes:
		  A	 B	 C	 D		  A	 B	 C	 D	
	 (a)	4	 3	 1	 2	 (b)	 4	 2	 3	 1
	 (c)	2	 3	 4	 1	 (d)	 3	 4	 1	 2
21.	 Which one of the following statements regarding Ashoka stone 

pillars is incorrect?� [1997]
	 (a)	These are highly polished
	 (b)	These are monolithic
	 (c)	The shaft of pillars is tapering in shape
	 (d)	These are parts of architectural structures
22.	 Which one of the following scripts of ancient India was written 

from right to left?� [1997]
	 (a)	Brahmi	 (b)	Nandnagari
	 (c)	Sharada	 (d)	Kharosthi
23.	 The famous dialogue between Nachiketa and Yama is mentioned 

in the:� [1997]
	 (a)	Chhandogyopanishad	 (b)	Mundakopanishad
	 (c)	Kathopanishad	 (d)	Kenopanishad
24.	 Milindapanho is in the form of a dialogue between the king 

Menander and Buddhist monk:� [1997]
	 (a)	Nagasena	 (b)	Nagarjuna
	 (c)	Nagabhatta	 (d)	Kumarilabhatta
25.	 Which one of the following edicts mentions the personal name 

of Ashoka?� [1997]
	 (a)	Kalsi	 (b)	Rummindei
	 (c)	Special Kalinga Edict	 (d)	Maski
26.	 The following map shows four of the sixteen Mahajanapadas that 

existed in ancient India:� [1997]

A

B

C
D

	 The places marked A, B, C and D respectively are:
	 (a)	Matsya, Cedi, Kosala, Anga
	 (b)	Surasena, Avanti, Vatsa, Magadha
	 (c)	Matsya, Avanti, Vatsa, Anga
	 (d)	Surasena, Cedi, Kosala, Magadha
27.	 In the Mahayana Buddhism, the Bodhisatva Avalokitesvara was 

also known as:� [1997]
	 (a)	Vajrapani	 (b)	Manjusri
	 (c)	Padmapani	 (d)	Maitreya
28.	 The silver coins issued by the Guptas were called:� [1997]
	 (a)	Rupaka	 (b)	Karshapana
	 (c)	Dinara	 (d)	Pana

29.	 Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer using the 
codes given below the lists:� [1997]

		  List-I		  List-II
		  (Author)		  (Text)
	 A.	 Varahamihira	 1.	 Prabandha Chintamani
	 B.	 Vishakhadatta	 2.	 Mrichchha-Katikam
	 C.	 Sudraka	 3.	 Brihat-Samhita
	 D.	 Bilhana	 4.	 Devi-Chandraguptam		

	 5.	 Vikramankadeva-Charita
	 Codes:
		  A	 B	 C	 D		  A	 B	 C	 D	
	 (a)	3	 4	 5	 2	 (b)	 3	 4	 2	 5
	 (c)	5	 3	 4	 1	 (d)	 1	 3	 5	 2
30.	 Which one of the following was a corporation of merchants in 

ancient India?� [1997]
	 (a)	Chaturvedimangalam	 (b)	Parishad
	 (c)	Ashtadikgaja	 (d)	Manigrama
31.	 The Badami rock inscription of Pulakesin I is dated in the Saka 

year 465. If the same were to be dated in Vikrama Samvat, the 
year would be:� [1997]

	 (a)	601	 (b)	 300	 (c)	330	 (d)	407
32.	 Many of the Greeks, Kushanas and Shakas embraced Buddhism 

rather than Hinduism because:	�  [1998]
	 (a)	Buddhism was in the ascendant at that time 
	 (b)	they had renounced the policy of war and violence
	 (c)	 caste-ridden Hinduism did not attract them 
	 (d)	Buddhism provided easier access to Indian society
33.	 The Ashoka major rock edicts which tell us about the Sangam 

Kingdom include rock edicts:� [1998]
	 (a)	 I and X	 (b)	I and XI
	 (c)	 II and XIII	 (d)	II and XIV
34.	 Which of the following pairs are correctly matched?�
	 1.	 Mrichchakatikam–Shudraka� [1998]
	 2.	 Buddhacharita–Vasuvandhu
	 3.	 Mudrarakshasha–Vishakadatta
	 4.	 Harshacharita–Banabhatta
	 Select the correct answer using the codes given below:
	 Codes:
	 (a)	1, 2, 3 and 4	 (b)	1, 3 and 4
	 (c)	1 and 4	 (d)	2 and 3
35.	 What is the correct chronological order in which the following 

appeared in India?� [1998]
	 1.	 Gold coins	 2.	 Punch marked silver coins
	 3.	 Iron plough	 4.	 Urban culture
	 Select the correct answer using the codes given below:
	 (a)	3, 4, 1, 2	 (b)	3, 4, 2, 1
	 (c)	4, 3, 1, 2	 (d)	4, 3, 2, 1
36.	 Assertion (A): According to Ashoka's edicts social harmony 

among the people was more important than religious devotion.
Reason (R): He spread ideas of equity instead of promotion of 
religion.� [1998]

	 (a)	 Both A and R are true but R is the correct explanation of A
	 (b)	Both A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation 

of A
	 (c)	A is true but R is false 
	 (d)	A is false but R is true
37.	 Which of the following pairs are correctly matched?�
	 1.	 Lothal	 :	 Ancient dockyard� [1998]
	 2.	 Sarnath	 :	 First Sermon of Buddha
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	 3.	 Rajgir	 :	 Lion capital of Ashoka
	 4.	 Nalanda	 :	 Great seat of Buddhist 	 learning
	 Select the correct answer using the codes given below:
	 Codes:
	 (a)	1, 2, 3 and 4	 (b)	3 and 4
	 (c)	1, 2 and 4	 (d)	1 and 2
38.	 Which one of the following ancient Indian records is the earliest 

royal order to preserve food-grains to be utilised during the crises 
in the country?� [1998]

	 (a)	Sohgaura Copper-plate
	 (b)	Rummindei Pillar-edict of Ashoka
	 (c)	Prayaga-prasasti
	 (d)	Mehrauli Pillar inscription of Chandra
39.	 The concept of Eight fold path forms the theme of:  [1998]
	 (a)	Dipavamsa
	 (b)	Divyavadana
	 (c)	Mahaparinibban
	 (d)	Dharma Chakara Pravartana Sutta
40.	 The given map relates to :� [1998]

Arabian
Sea Bay of

Bengal

Indian Ocean

	 (a)	Kanishka at the time of his death.
	 (b)	Samudragupta after the close of his South Indian campaign.
	 (c)	Ashoka towards close of his reign.
	 (d)	Empire of Thaneswar on the eve of Harsha's accession.
41.	 From the third century AD when the Hun invasion ended the 

Roman Empire, the Indian merchants relied more and more on 
the:� [1999]

	 (a)	African trade	 (b)	West-European trade
	 (c)	South-East Asian trade	 (d)	Middle-Eastern trade
42.	 The following persons came to India at one time or another:
	 1.	 Fa-Hien	 2.	 I-Tsing�
	 3.	 Megasthanese	 4. 	Hieun-Tsang 
	 The correct chronological sequence of their visits is:
	 (a)	3, 1, 2, 4	 (b)	3, 1, 4, 2� [1999]
	 (c)	1, 3, 2, 4	 (d)	1, 3, 4, 2
43.	 Which one of the following was initially the most powerful city 

state of India in the 6th century B.C. ? � [1999]
	 (a)	Gandhar	 (b)	Kamboj
	 (c)	Kashi	 (d)	Magadh
44.	 The Indo-Laws Kingdom set up in north Afghanistan in the 

beginning of the second century B.C. was:� [1999]
	 (a)	Bactria	 (b)	Scythia
	 (c)	Zedrasia	 (d)	Aria
45.	 The term 'Aryan' denotes:� [1999]
	 (a)	 an ethnic group	 (b)	a nomadic people 
	 (c)	 a speech group	 (d)	a superior race
46.	 Which one of the following ports handled the North Indian trade 

during the Gupta period?� [1999]
	 (a)	Tamralipti	 (b)	Broach
	 (c)	Kalyan	 (d)	Cambray

47.	 Assertion (A): The Aham and Puram poems of the Padinen 
Kilukanakku group formed a continuation of the Sangam 
composition.
Reason (R): They were included under the post-Sangam works 
as against the Sangam works proper.� [2000]

	 (a)	Both A and R are true but R is the correct explanation of 
A

	 (b)	Both A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation 
of A 

	 (c)	A is true but R is false 
	 (d)	A is false but R is true
48.	 Assertion (A): The emphasis of Jainism on non-violence (ahimsa) 

prevented agriculturalists from embracing Jainism.
Reason (R): Cultivation involved killing of insects and pests.

	 (a)	Both A and R are true but R is the correct explanation of 
A

	 (b)	Both  A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation of A
	 (c)	A is true but R is false 
	 (d)	A is false but R is true� [2000]
49.	 Assertion (A): The origin of feudal system in ancient India can 

be traced to military campaigns.
Reason (R): There was considerable expansion of the feudal 
system during the Gupta period.� [2000]

	 (a)	Both A and R are true but R is the correct explanation of A
	 (b)	Both  A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation of A 
	 (c)	A is true but R is false 
	 (d)	A is false but R is true
50.	 Assertion (A): Ashoka annexed Kalinga to the Mauryan Empire.

Reason (R): Kalinga controlled the land and sea routes to South 
India. � [2000]

	 (a)	Both A and R are true but R is the correct explanation of A
	 (b)	Both  A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation of A 
	 (c)	A is true but R is false 
	 (d)	A is false but R is true
51.	 The practice of military governorship was first introduced in India 

by the:� [2000]
	 (a)	Greeks	 (b)	 Shakas	 (c)	Parthians	 (d)	Mughals
52.	 Which one of the following dynasties was ruling over North India 

at the time of Alexander's invasion?� [2000]
	 (a)	Nanda	 (b)	Maurya
	 (c)	Sunga	 (d)	Kanva
53.	 Hoysala monuments are found in:� [2001]
	 (a)	Hampi and Hosper	 (b)	Halebid and Belur
	 (c)	Mysore and Bangalore 	 (d)	Sringeri and Dharwar
54.	 Which one of the following pairs is correctly matched?
	 (a)	The Harappan civilization – Painted Greyware
	 (b)	The Kushans – Gandhra School of Art
	 (c)	The Mughals – Ajanta Paintings� [2001]
	 (d)	The Marathas – Pahari School of Painting
55.	 Assertion (A): Harshavardhana convened the Prayag Assembly.

Reason (R): He wanted to popularize only the Mahayana form 
of Buddhism.� [2001]

	 (a)	Both A and R are true but R is the correct explanation of A
	 (b)	Both  A and R are true but R is not a correct explanation of A 
	 (c)	A is true but R is false 
	 (d)	A is false but R is true
56.	 Which one of the Chola kings conquered Ceylon?� [2001]
	 (a)	Aditya-I	 (b)	Rajaraja-I
	 (c)	Rajendra	 (d)	Vijayalaya
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57.	 Who among the following presided over the Buddhist Council 
held during the reign of Kanishka at Kashmir?� [2001]

	 (a)	Parsva	 (b)	Nagarjuna
	 (c)	Sudraka	 (d)	Vasumitra
58.	 Which one of the following animals was not represented seals 

and terracotta art of the Harappan culture?� [2001]
	 (a)	Cow	 (b)	 Elephant	 (c)	Rhinoceros	 (d)	Tiger
59.	 Match List-I (Ancient site) with List-II (Archaeological finding) 

and select the correct answer using the codes given below the 
lists:� [2002]

		  List-I		  List-II 
	 	 (Ancient site)	 	 (Archaeological finding)
	 A.	 Lothal	 1.	 Ploughed field
	 B.	 Kalibangan	 2.	 Dockyard
	 C.	 Dholavira	 3.	 Terrcotta replica of a plough
	 D.	 Banawali	 4.	 An inscription comprising 	

		  ten large sized signs of the  
				    Harappan script
	 Codes:
		  A	 B	 C	 D		  A	 B	 C	 D	
	 (a)	1	 2	 3	 4	 (b)	 2	 1	 4	 3
	 (c)	1	 2	 4	 3	 (d)	 2	 1	 3	 4
60.	 Which one of the following statements is not correct? �
	 (a)	The statue of Gomateshwara at Shravana Belagola represents 

the last Tirthankara of Jains.� [2002]
	 (b)	India's largest Buddhist monastery is in Arunachal Pradesh.
	 (c)	Khajuraho temples were built under Chandela kings.
	 (d)	Hoysaleswara temple is dedicated to Siva.
61.	 In ancient Indian Buddhist monasteries, a ceremony called 

Pavarana used to be held. It was the:  � [2002]
	 (a)	occasion to elect the Sanghparinayaka and two speakers 

one on Dhamma and the other on Vinaya
	 (b)	confession by monks of their offences committed during 

their stay in the monasteries during the rainy season
	 (c)	 ceremony of initiation of new person into the Buddhist 

Sangha in which the head is shaved and when yellow robes 
are offered

	 (d)	gathering of Buddhist monks on the next day to the full-
moon day of Ashadha when they take up a fixed abode for 
the next four months of the rainy season

62.	 The ancient Indian play Mudrarakshasa of Visakhadutt has its 
subject on:� [2002]

	 (a)	 a conflict between Gods and Demons of ancient Hindu lore
	 (b)	a romantic story of an Aryan prince and a tribal woman
	 (c)	 the story of the power struggle between two Aryan.
	 (d)	the court intrigues at the time of Chandragupta
63.	 Emperor Harsha's southward march was stopped on the Narmada 

river by:� [2003]
	 (a)	Pulakesin-I	 (b)	Pulakesin-II
	 (c)	Vikramaditya-I	 (d)	Vikramaditya-II
64.	 Consider the following statements:
	 1.	 The Cholas defeated Pandya and Chera rulers and established 

their domination over peninsular India in the early medieval 
times.

	 2.	 The Cholas sent an expedition against Sailendra empire of 
South-East Asia and conquered some of the areas.

	 Which of these statements is/are correct?� [2003]
	 (a)	Only 1	 (b)	Only 2
	 (c)	Both 1 and 2	 (d)	Neither 1 nor 2

65.	 Mrichchhakatika' an ancient Indian book written by Shudraka 
deals with� [2003]

	 (a)	 the love affair of a rich merchant with the daughter of a 
courtesan

	 (b)	the victory of Chandragupta II over the Shaka Kshatrapas 
of western India

	 (c)	 the military expeditions and exploits of Samudragupta
	 (d)	the love affairs between a Gupta king and a princess of 

Kamarupa
66.	 Consider the following statements� [2003]
	 1.	 Vardhaman Mahavira's mother was the daughter of Lichchhavi 

chief Chetaka
	 2.	 Gautama Buddha's mother was a princess from the Koshalan 

dynasty
	 3.	 Parshvanatha, the twenty-third Tirthankara, belonged to 

Benaras
	 Which of these statements is/are correct?
	 (a)	Only 1	 (b)	 Only 2	 (c)	2 and 3	 (d)	1, 2 and 3
67.	 Consider the following statements:� [2003]
	 1.	 The last Mauryan ruler, Brihadratha was assassinated by 

his commander-in-chief, Pushyamitra Sunga.
	 2.	 The last Sunga king, Devabhuti was assassinated by his 

Brahmana Minister Vasudeva Kanva who usurped the throne.
	 3.	 The last ruler of the Kanva dynasty was deposed by the 

Andhras.
	 Which of these statements is/are correct?
	 (a)	1 and 2	 (b)	 Only 2	 (c)	Only 3	 (d)	1, 2 and 3
68.	 Consider the following statements:� [2004]
	 1.	 The Chinese pilgrim Fa-Hien attended the fourth Great 

Buddhist Council held by Kanishka.
	 2.	 The Chinese pilgrim Hiuen-Tsang met Harsha and found 

him to be antagonistic to Buddhism. 
	 Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
	 (a)	1 only	 (b)	2 only	
	 (c)	Both 1 and 2	 (d)	Neither 1 nor 2
69.	 With reference to ancient Jainism, which one of the following 

statements is correct?� [2004]
	 (a)	 Jainism was spread in South India under the leadership of 

Sthalabahu.
	 (b)	The Jainas who remained under the leadership of Bhadrabahu 

were called Shvetambaras after the council held at Pataliputra.
	 (c)	 Jainism enjoyed the patronage of the Kalinga king Kharaavela 

in the first century BC.
	 (d)	In the initial stage of Jainism, the Jainas worshipped images 

unlike the Buddhist.
70.	 Which one of the following four Vedas contains an account of 

magical charms and spells?� [2004]
	 (a)	Rigveda	 (b)	 Yajurveda	 (c)	Atharvaveda	 (d)	Samaveda
 71.	 Who among the following was not a contemporary of the other 

three?� [2005]
	 (a)	Bimbsara	 (b)	Gautama Buddha 
	 (c)	Milinda	 (d)	Prasenjit
72.	 Who among the following laid the foundation of Rashtrakuta 

Empire?�  [2006]
	 (a)	Amostghavarsha I	 (b)	Dantidurga
	 (c)	Dhruva	 (d)	Krishna I
73.	 Between which of the following was the ancient town of 

Takshasila located?� [2006]
	 (a)	 Indus and Jhelum	 (b)	Jhelum and Chenab
	 (c)	Chenab and Ravi	 (d)	Ravi and Beas
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74.	 With reference to the invaders in ancient India, which one of the 
following is the correct chronological order?� [2006]

	 (a)	Greeks-Sakas-Kushanas
	 (b)	Greeks- Kushanas-Sakas
	 (c)	Sakas-Greeks- Kushanas
	 (d)	Sakas-Kushanas-Greeks
75.	 Consider the following statements:� [2006]
	 1.	 The Ikshvaku rulers of Southern India were antagonistic 

towards Buddhism.
	 2.	 The Pala rulers of Eastern India were patrons of Buddhism.
	 Which of the statement(s) given above is/ are correct?
	 (a)	1 only	 (b)	2 only
	 (c)	Both 1 and 2	 (d)	Neither 1 nor 2	
76.	 The Allahabad Pillar inscription is associated with which one of 

the following?� [2006]
	 (a)	Mahapadma Nanda	 (b)	Chandragupta Maurya
	 (c)	Ashoka	 (d)	Samudragupta
77.	 What does Baudhayan theorem (Baudhayan Sulva Sutras) relate 

to?� [2008]
	 (a)	Lengths of sides of a right angled triangle
	 (b)	Calculation of the value of pi
	 (c)	Logarithmic calculations
	 (d)	Normal distribution curve
78.	 Anekantavada is a core theory and philosophy of which one of 

the following?� [2009]
	 (a)	Buddhism	 (b)	Jainism
	 (c)	Sikkhism	 (d)	Vaishnavism
79.	 There are only two known examples of cave paintings of the Gupta 

period in ancient India. One of these is paintings of Ajanta caves. 
Where is the other surviving example of Gupta paintings?�[2010]

	 (a)	Bagh caves	 (b)	Ellora caves
	 (c)	Lomas Rishi cave	 (d)	Nasik caves
80.	 India maintained its early cultural contacts and trade links with 

Southeast Asia across the Bay of Bengal. For this pre-eminence of 
early maritime history of Bay of Bengal, which of the following 
could be the most convincing explanation/explanations ?�[2011-I]

	 (a)	As compared to other countries, India had a better ship-
building technology in ancient and medieval times

	 (b)	The rulers of southern India always partronized traders, 
Brahmin priests and Buddhist monks in this context.

	 (c)	Monsoon winds across the Bay of Bengal facilitated sea 
voyages

	 (d)	Both (a) and (b) are convincing explanations in this context
81.	 The Jain philosophy holds that the world is created and maintained 

by� [2011-I]
	 (a)	Universal Law	 (b)	Universal Truth
	 (c)	Universal Faith	 (d)	Universal Soul
82.	 Regarding the Indus Valley Civilization, consider the following 

statements :
	 1.	 It was predominantly a secular civilization and the religious 

element, though present, did not dominate the scene
	 2.	 During this period, cotton was used for manufacturing 

textiles in India� [2011-I]
	 Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
	 (a)	1 only	 (b)	2 only
	 (c)	Both 1 and 2	 (d)	Neither 1 nor 2

83.	 The “Dharma” and “Rita” depict a central Idea of ancient Vedic 
civilization of India. In this context, consider the following 
statements :� [2011-I]

	 1.	 Dharma was a conception of obligations and of the discharge 
of one’s duties to oneself and to others.

	 2.	 Rita was the fundamental moral law governing the functioning 
of the universe and all it contained.

	 Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
	 (a)	1 only	 (b)	2 only
	 (c)	Both 1 and 2	 (d)	Neither 1 nor 2
84.	 With reference to the scientific progress of ancient India, which 

of the statements given below are correct?� [2012-I]
	 1.	 Different kinds of specialized surgical instruments were in 

common use by 1st century AD.
	 2.	 Transplant of internal organs in the human body had begun 

by the beginning of 3rd century AD.
	 3.	 The concept of sine of an angle was known in 5th century 

AD.
	 4.	 The concept of cyclic quadrilaterals was known in 7th 

century AD.
	 Select the correct answer using the codes given below:
	 (a)	1 and 2 only	 (b)	3 and 4 only
	 (c)	1, 3 and 4 only	 (d)	1, 2, 3 and 4
85.	 With reference to the history of ancient India, which of the 

following was/were common to both Buddhism and Jainism?
	 1.	 Avoidance of extremities of penance and enjoyment
	 2.	 Indifference to the authority of the Vedas
	 3.	 Denial of efficacy of rituals� [2012-I]
	 Select the correct answer using the codes given below:
	 (a)	1 only	 (b)	2 and 3 only
	 (c)	1 and 3 only	 (d)	1, 2 and 3
86.	 The Nagara, the Dravida and the Vesara are the
� [1995, 2012-I]
	 (a)	 three main racial groups of the Indian subcontinent
	 (b)	three main linguistic divisions into which the languages of 

India can be classified
	 (c)	 three main styles of Indian temple architecture
	 (d)	three main musical Gharanas prevalent in India
87.	 Lord Buddha’s image is sometimes shown with the hand gesture 

called ‘Bhumisparsha Mudra’. It symbolizes� [2012-I]
	 (a)	Buddha’s calling of the Earth to watch over Mara and to 

prevent Mara from disturbing his meditation
	 (b)	Buddha’s calling of the Earth to witness his purity and 

chastity despite the temptations of Mara
	 (c)	Buddha’s reminder to his followers that they all arise from 

the Earth and finally dissolve into the Earth, and thus this 
life is transitory

	 (d)	Both the statements (a) and (b) are correct in this context
88.	 The religion of early Vedic Aryans was primarily of�
	 (a)	Bhakti� [2012-I]
	 (b)	image worship and Yajnas
	 (c)	worship of nature and Yajnas
	 (d)	worship of nature and Bhakti
89.	 With reference to the guilds (Shreni) of ancient India that played 

a very important role in the country's economy, which of the 
following statements is/are correct?	�  [2012-I]

	 1.	 Every guild was registered with the central authority of the 
State and the king was the chief administrative authority 
on them.
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	 2.	 The wages, rules of work, standards and prices were fixed 
by the guild.

	 3.	 The guild had judicial powers over its own members.
	 Select the correct answer using the codes given below:
	 (a)	1 and 2 only	 (b)	3 only
	 (c)	2 and 3 only	 (d)	1, 2 and 3
90.	 Some Buddhist rock-cut caves are called Chaityas, while the 

others are called Viharas. What is the difference between the two?
� [2013-I]

	 (a)	Vihara is a place of worship, while Chaitya is the dwelling 
place of the monks

	 (b)	Chaitya is a place of worship, while Vihara is the dwelling 
place of the monks

	 (c)	Chaitya is the stupa at the far end of the cave, while Vihara 
is the hall axial to it

	 (d)	There is no material difference between the two
91.	 With reference to the history of philosophical thought in India, 

consider the following statements regarding Sankhya school:
� [2013-I]

	 1.	 Sankhya does not accept the theory of rebirth or transmigration 
of soul.

	 2.	 Sankhya holds that it is the self-knowledge that leads to 
liberation and not any exterior influence or agent.

	 Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
	 (a)	1 only	 (b)	2 only
	 (c)	Both 1 and 2	 (d)	Neither 1 nor 2
92.	 Which one of the following describes best the concept of Nirvana 

in Buddhism?� [2013-I]
	 (a)	The extinction of the flame of desire
	 (b)	The complete annihilation of self
	 (c)	A state of bliss and rest
	 (d)	A mental stage beyond all comprehension.
93.	 Which of the following characterizes / characterize the people of 

Indus Civilization?� [2013-I]
	 1.	 They possessed great palaces and temples.
	 2.	 They worshipped both male and female deities.
	 3.	 They employed horse-drawn chariots in warfare.

Select the correct statement/statements using the codes given 
below.

	 (a)	1 and 2 only
	 (b)	2 only
	 (c)	1, 2 and 3
	 (d)	None of the statements given above is correct
94.	 Which of the following statements is/are applicable to Jain 

doctrine?� [2013-I]
	 1.	 The surest way of annihilating Karma is to practice penance.
	 2.	 Every object, even the smallest particle has a soul.
	 3.	 Karma is the bane of the soul and must be ended.
	 Select the correct answer using the codes given below.
	 (a)	1 only	 (b)	2 and 3 only
	 (c)	1 and 3 only	 (d)	1, 2 and 3
95.	 With reference to the history of Indian rock-cut architecture, 

consider the following statements:� [2013-I]
	 1.	 The caves at Badami are the oldest surviving rock-cut caves 

in India.
	 2.	 The Barabar rock-cut caves were originally made for Ajivikas 

by Emperor Chandragupta Maurya.

	 3.	 At Ellora, caves were made for different faiths.
	 Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
	 (a)	1 only	 (b)	2 and 3 only
	 (c)	3 only	 (d)	1, 2 and 3
96.	 The Chinese traveller Yuan Chwang (Hiuen Tsang) who visited 

India recorded the general conditions and culture of India at that 
time. In this context, which of the following statements is/are 
correct?�  [2013-I]

	 1.	 The roads and river-routes were completely immune from 
robbery.

	 2.	 As regards punishment for offences, ordeals by fire, water and 
poison were the instruments for determining the innocence 
or guilt of a person.

	 3.	 The tradesmen had to pay duties at ferries and barrier 
stations.

	 Select the correct answer using the codes given below.
	 (a)	1 only	 (b)	2 and 3 only
	 (c)	1 and 3 only	 (d)	1, 2 and 3
97.	 In the context of cultural history of India, a pose in dance and 

dramatics called ‘Tribhanga’ has been a favourite of Indian 
artists from ancient times till today. Which one of the following 
statements best describes this pose?� [2013- I]

	 (a)	One leg is bent and the body is slightly but oppositely 
curved at waist and neck

	 (b)	Facial expressions, hand gestures and make-up are combined 
to symbolize certain epic or historic characters

	 (c)	Movements of body, face and hands are used to express 
oneself or to tell a story

	 (d)	A little smile, slightly curved waist and certain hand gestures 
are emphasized to express the feelings of love or eroticism.

98.	 Consider the following historical places:� [2013-I]
	 1.	 Ajanta Caves 	 2.	 Lepakshi Temple
	 3.	 Sanchi Stupa

Which of the above places is/are also known for mural paintings?
	 (a)	1 only	 (b)	1 and 2 only
	 (c)	1, 2 and 3	 (d)	None
99.	 With reference to the Indian history of art and culture, consider 

the following pairs :� [2014-I]
Famous work of Sculpture  Site
1. �A g r a n d  i m a g e  o f  B u d d h a ' s 

Mahaparinirvana with numerous celestial 
musicians above and the sorrowful figures  
of his followers below 

: Ajanta

2. A huge image of Varaha Avatar (boar 
incarnation) of Vishnu, as he rescues 
Goddess Earth from the deep and chaotic 
waters, sculpted on rock

: Mount Abu

3. “Arjuna’s Penance”/“Descent of Ganga” 
sculpted on the surface of huge boulders

: Mamallapuram

	 Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?
	 (a)	1 and 2 only	 (b)	3 only
	 (c)	1 and 3 only	 (d)	1, 2 and 3
100.	With reference to Buddhist history, tradition  and  culture  in India, 

consider the following pairs :� [2014-I]
		  Famous shrine		  Location
	 1.	 Tabo monastery and	 :	 Spiti Valley
		  temple complex
	 2.	 Lhotsava Lhakhang	 :	 Zanskar Valley
		  temple, Nako
	 3.	 Alchi temple complex	 :	 Ladakh
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	 Which of the  pairs given above is/are correctly matched?
	 (a)	1 only	 (b)	2 and 3 only
	 (c)	1 and 3 only	 (d)	1, 2 and 3
101.	Which one of the following pairs does not form part of the six 

systems of Indian Philosophy?� [2014-I]
	 (a)	Mimamsa and Vedanta
	 (b)	Nyaya and Vaisheshika
	 (c)	Lokayata and Kapalika
	 (d)	Sankhya and Yoga
102.	The  national  motto  of  India, ‘Satyameva Jayate’ inscribed 

below the Emblem of India is taken from � [2014-I]
	 (a)	Katha Upanishad	 (b)	Chandogya Upanishad	
	 (c)	Aitareya Upanishad	 (d)	Mundaka Upanishad
103.	Which of the  following Kingdoms were associated with the life 

of the Buddha?� [2014-I]
	 1.	 Avanti  2. Gandhara  3.	   Kosala       4.	 Magadha
	 Select the correct answer using the code given below.
	 (a)	1, 2 and 3	 (b)	2 and 4.
	 (c)	3 and 4 only	 (d)	1, 3 and 4
104.	With reference to the art and archaeo-logical history of India, 

which one among the following was made earliest?
	 (a)	Lingaraja Temple at Bhubneshwar � [2015-I]
	 (b)	Rock-cut Elephant at Dhauli
	 (c)	Rock-cut Monuments at Mahabalipuram 
	 (d)	varaha Image at Udayagiri
105.	Which one of the following books of ancient India has the love 

story of the son of the founder of Sunga dynasty?�
	 (a)	Swapnavasavadatta	 (b)	Malavikagnirnitra� [2016-I]
	 (c)	Meghadoota	 (d)	Ratnavali
106.	In the context of the history of India, consider the following pairs:

� [2016-I]

Term  Description
(1) Eripatti Land, revenue from which was set apart for 

the maintenance of the village tank
(2) Taniyurs Villages donated to a single Brahmin or a 

group of Brahmins
(3) Ghatikas Colleges generally attached to the temples

	 Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?
	 (a)	1 and 2	 (b)	 3 only�
	 (c)	2 and 3	 (d)	1 and 3
107.	With reference to the religious history of India, consider the 

following statements:� [2017-I]
	 1.	 Sautrantika and Sammitiya were the sects of Jainism.
	 2.	 Sarvastivadin held that the constituents of phenomena were 

not wholly momentary, but existed forever in a latent form.
	 Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
	 (a)	1 only	 (b)	2 only
	 (c)	Both 1 and 2	 (d)	Neither 1 nor 2
108.	The painting of Bodhisattva Padmapani is one of the most famous 

and oft-illustrated paintings at� [2017-I]
	 (a)	Ajanta	 (b)	 Badami	 (c)	Bagh	 (d)	Ellora
109.	Which of the following is/are famous for Sun temples?
	 1.	 Arasavalli  2.  Amarakantak  3.  Omkareshwar� [2017-I]

	 Select the correct answer using the code given below:
	 (a)	1 only	 (b)	2 and 3 only
	 (c)	1 and 3 only	 (d)	1, 2 and 3
110.	With reference to the difference between the culture of Rigvedic 

Aryans and Indus Valley people, which of the following 
statements is/are correct?� [2017-I]

	 1.	 Rigvedic Aryans used the coat of mail and helmet in warfare 
whereas the people of Indus Valley Civilization did not leave 
any evidence of using them.

	 2.	 Rigvedic Aryans knew gold, silver and copper whereas 
Indus Valley people knew only copper and iron.

	 3.	 Rigvedic Aryans had domesticated the horse whereas there 
is no evidence of Indus Valley people having been aware 
of this animal.

	 Select the correct answer using the code given below:
	 (a)	1 only	 (b)	2 and 3 only
	 (c)	1 and 3 only	 (d)	1, 2 and 3
111.	 Which one of the following was a very important seaport in the 

Kakatiya kingdom?� [2017-I]
	 (a)	Kakinada
	 (b)	Motupalli
	 (c)	Machilipatnam (Masulipatnam)
	 (d)	Nelluru
112.	With reference to the religious practices in India, the "Sthanakvasi" 

sect belongs to� [2018-I]
	 (a)	Buddhism	 (b)	Jainism
	 (c)	Vaishnavism	 (d)	Shaivism
113.	With reference to Indian history, who among the following is a 

future Buddha, yet to come to save the world?
	 (a)	Avalokiteshvara	 (b)	Lokesvara� [2018-I]
	 (c)	Maitreya	 (d)	Padmapani
114.	Consider the following pairs Craft vs Heritage of:
	 1.	 Puthukkuli shawls: Tamil Nadu� [2018-I]
	 2.	 Sujni embroidery: Maharashtra
	 3.	 Uppada Jamdani saris: Karnataka
	 Which of the pairs given above is/are correct?
	 (a)	1 only	 (b)	1 and 2
	 (c)	3 only	 (d)	2 and 3
115.	Consider the following pairs of Tradition vs State:
	 1.	 Chapchar Kut festival: Mizoram� [2018-I]
	 2.	 Khongjom Parba ballad: Manipur
	 3.	 Thang-Ta dance: Sikkim
	 Which of the pairs given above is/are correct ?
	 (a)	1 only	 (b)	 1 and 2	 (c)	3 only	 (d)	2 and 3
116.	Which one of the following is not a Harappan Site?�
	 (a)	Chanhudaro	 (b)	Kot Diji� [2019-I]
	 (c)	Sohagaura	 (d)	Desalpur
117.	 In which of the following relief sculpture inscriptions is 'Ranyo 

Ashoka' (King Ashoka) mentioned along with the stone portrait 
of Ashoka?�

	 (a)	Kanganahalli	 (b)	Sanchi � [2019-I]
	 (c)	Shahbazgarhi	 (d)	Sohgaura
118.	Consider the following :� [2019-I]
	 1.	 Deification of the Buddha
	 2.	 Treading the path of Bodhisattvas
	 3.	 Image worship and rituals

Which of the above is/ are the feature/ features of Mahayana 
Buddhism?

	 (a)	1 only	 (b)	1 and 2 only
	 (c)	2 and 3 only	 (d)	1, 2 and 3
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119.	With reference to forced labour(Vishti) in India during the 
Gupta period, which one of the following statements is correct?
� [2019-I]

	 (a)	 It was considered a source of income for the State, a sort 
of tax paid by the people.

	 (b)	It was totally absent in the Madhya Pradesh and Kathiawar 
regions of the Gupta Empire.

	 (c)	The forced labourer as entitled to weekly wages.
	 (d)	The eldest son of the labourer was sent as the forced 

labourer.
120.	Building 'Kalyaana Mandapas' was a notable feature in the temple 

construction in the kingdom of� [2019-I]
	 (a)	Chalukya	 (b)	Chandela
	 (c)	Rashtrakuta	 (d)	Vijayanagara
121.	With reference to the cultural history of India, which one of the 

following is the correct description of the term ‘paramitas’?
	 (a)	The earliest Dharmashastra texts written in aphoristic (sutra) 

style.� [2020-I]
	 (b)	Philosophical schools that did not accept the authority of 

Vedas.
	 (c)	Perfections whose attainment led to the Bodhisattva path
	 (d)	Powerful merchant guilds of early medieval south India.
122.	With reference to the scholars/litterateurs of ancient India, consider 

the following statements:� [2020-I]
	 1.	 Panini is associated with Pushyamitra Shunga
	 2.	 Amarasimha is associated with Harshavardhana
	 3.	 Kalidasa is associated with Chandra Gupta-II
	 Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
	 (a)	1 and 2 only	 (b)	2 and 3 only
	 (c)	3 only	 (d)	1,2 and 3
123.	With reference to the religious history of India, consider the 

following statements:� [2020-I]
	 1.	 Sthaviravadins belong to Mahayana Buddhism.
	 2.	 Lokottaravadin sect was an offshoot of Mahasanghika sect of 

Buddhism.
	 3.	 The deification of Buddha by Mahasanghikas fostered 

Mahayana Buddhism.
	 Which of the statements given above are correct?
	 (a)	1 and 2 only	 (b)	2 and 3 only
	 (c)	3 only	 (d)	1, 2 and 3
124.	Consider the following events in the history of India:
	 1.	 Rise of Pratiharas under King Bhoja� [2020-I]
	 2.	 Establishment of Pallava power under Mahendravarman – I
	 3.	 Establishment of Chola Parantaka – I
	 4.	 Pala dynasty founded by Gopala

What is the correct chronological order of the above events, 
starting from the earliest time ?

	 (a)	2-1-4-3	 (b)	3-1-4-2
	 (c)	2-4-1-3	 (d)	3-4-1-2
125.	Which of the following phrases defines the nature of the 

‘Hundi’ generally referred to in the sources of the post-Harsha 
period?� [2020-I]

	 (a)	An advisory issued by the king to his subordinates
	 (b)	A diary to be maintained for daily accounts
	 (c)	A bill of exchange
	 (d)	An order from the feudal lord to his subordinates

126.	With reference to the history of India, the terms “kulyavapa” and 
“dronavapa” denote� [2020-I]

	 (a)	measurement of land
	 (b)	coins of different monetary value
	 (c)	 classification of urban land
	 (d)	religious rituals
127.	Who among the following rulers advised his subjects through 

this inscription?: “Whosoever praises his religious sect or blames 
other sects out of excessive devotion to his own sect, with the 
view of glorifying his own sect, he rather injures his own sect 
very severely.”�

	 (a)	Ashoka	 (b)	Samudragupta� [2020-I]
	 (c)	Harshavardhana	 (d)	Krishna Deva Raya
128.	With reference to the history of India, consider the following 

pairs:� [2020-I]
	 	 Famous Place		  Present State
	 1.	 Bhilsa		  Madhya Pradesh
	 2.	 Dwarasamudra		  Maharashtra
	 3.	 Girinagar		  Gujarat
	 4.	 Sthaneshwara		  Uttar Pradesh
	 Which of the pairs given above are correctly matched?
	 (a)	1 and 3 only	 (b)	1 and 4 only
	 (c)	2 and 3 only	 (d)	2 and 4 only
129.	With reference to the period of Gupta dynasty in ancient India, 

the towns Ghantasala, Kadura and Chaul were well known as�
	 (a)	ports handling foreign trade� [2020-I]
	 (b)	capital of powerful kingdoms
	 (c)	places of exquisite stone art and architecture
	 (d)	important Buddhist pilgrimage centres
130.	With reference to cultural history of India consider the following 

pairs :� [2020-I]
	 1.	 Parivrajaka  –  Renunciant and Wanderer
	 2.	 Shramana – Priest with a high status
	 3.	 Upasaka – Lay follower of buddhism
	 Which of the pairs given above are correctly matched ?
	 (a)	1 and 2 only	 (b)	1 and 3 only
	 (c)	2 and 3 only	 (d)	1, 2 and 3
131.	With reference to the history of ancient India, Bhavabhutti, 

Hastimalla and Kshemeshwara were famous� [2021-I]
	 (a)	 Jain monks	 (b)	Playwrights
	 (c)	 temple architects	 (d)	philosophers
132.	Which one of the following statements is correct?� [2021-I]
	 (a)	Ajanta Caves lie in the gorge of Waghora river.
	 (b)	Sanchi Stupa lies in the gorge of Chambal river.
	 (c)	Pandu-lena Cave Shrines lie in the gorge of Narmada River.
	 (d)	Amaravati Stupa lies in the gorge of Godavari river.
133.	With reference to Chausath Yogini Temple situated near Morena, 

consider the following statements:� [2021-I]
	 1.	 It is a circular temple built during the reign of Kachchhapaghata 

Dynasty.
	 2.	 It is the only circular temple built in India
	 3.	 It was meant to promote the Vaishnava cult in the region.
	 4.	 Its design has given rise to a popular belief that it was the 

inspiration behind the Indian Parliament building.
	 Which of the statements given above are correct?
	 (a)	1 and 2	 (b)	2 and 3 only
	 (c)	1 and 4	 (d)	2, 3 and 4
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134.	Which one of the following ancient towns is well-known for 
its elaborate system of water harvesting and management by 
building a series of dams and channelizing water into connected 
reservoirs?� [2021-I]

	 (a)	Dholavira	 (b)	Kalibangan
	 (c)	Rakhigarhi	 (d)	Ropar
135.	From the decline of Guptas until the rise of Harshavardhana 

in the early seventh century, which of the following kingdoms 
were holding power in Northern India? 

	 1.	 The Guptas of Magadha� [2021-I]
	 2.	 The Paramaras of Malwa
	 3.	 The Pushyabutis of Thanesar
	 4.	 The Yadavas of Devagiri
	 5.	 The Yadavas of Devagiri
	 6.	 The Maitrakas of Valabhi
	 Select the correct answer using the code given below.
	 (a)	1, 2 and 5	 (b)	1, 3, 4 and 6
	 (c)	2, 3 and 4	 (d)	5 and 6
136.	Consider the following pairs:� [2021-I]
	 Historical place : Well-known for
	 1.	 Burzahom : Rock-cut shrines
	 2.	 Chandra-ketugargh : Terracotta art
	 3.	 Ganeshwar : Copper artefacts
	 Which of the pairs given above is correctly matched?
	 (a)	1 only	 (b)	1 and 2
	 (c)	3 only	 (d)	2 and 3
137.	With reference to the history of ancient India, which of the 

following statements is/are correct?� [2021-I]
	 1.	 Mitakshara was the civil law for upper castes and Dayabhaga 

was the civil law for lower castes.
	 2.	 In the Mitakshara system, the sons can claim the right to 

the property during the lifetime of the father whereas, in 
the Dayabhaga system, it is only after the death of the 
father that the sons can claim the right to the property.

	 3.	 The Mitakshara system deals with the matters related to the 
property held by male members only of a family, whereas 
the Dayabhaga system deals with the matters related to 
the property held by both male and female members of a 
family.

	 Select the correct answer using the code given below.
	 (a)	1 and 2	 (b)	2 only
	 (c)	1 and 3	 (d)	3 only
138.	Consider the following pairs :� [2022-I]
		  Site of Ashoka’s major		  Location in the 
		  rock edicts		  State of
	 1.	 Dhauli	 —	 Odisha
	 2.	 Erragudi	 —	 Andhra Pradesh
	 3.	 Jaugada	 —	 Madhya Pradesh
	 4.	 Kalsi	 —	 Karnataka
	 How many pairs given above are correctly matched ?
	 (a)	Only one pair	 (b)	Only two pairs
	 (c)	Only: three pairs	 (d)	All four pairs
139.	Which one of the following statements about Sangam literature 

in ancient South India is correct ?� [2022-I]
	 (a)	Sangam poems are devoid of any reference to material 

culture.
	 (b)	The social classification of Varna was known to Sangam 

poets.
	 (c)	Sangam poems have no reference to warrior ethic.
	 (d)	Sangam literature refers to magical forces as irrational.

140.	With reference to Indian history, consider the following texts:
	 1.	 Nettipakarana
	 2.	 Parishishtaparvan� [2022-I]
	 3.	 Avadanashataka
	 4.	 Trishashtilakshana Mahapurana
	 Which of the above are Jaina texts ?
	 (a)	1, 2 and 3	 (b)	2 and 4 only
	 (c)	1, 3 and 4	 (d)	2, 3 and 4
141.	With reference to Indian history, consider the following pairs: 
		  Historical person 		  Known as� [2022-I]
	 1.	 Aryadeva	 —	 Jaina scholar 
	 2.	 Dignaga	 —	 Buddhist scholar 
	 3.	 Nathamuni	 —	 Vaishnava scholar 
	 How many pairs given above are correctly matched ? 
	 (a)	None of the pairs	 (b)	Only one pair 
	 (c)	Only two pairs 	 (d)	All three pairs
142.	According to Kautilya’s Arthashastra, which of the following are 

correct ?� [2022-I]
	 1.	 A person could be a slave as a result of a judicial punishment.
	 2.	 If a female slave bore her master a son, she was legally 

free.
	 3.	 If a son born to a female slave was fathered by her master, 

the son was entitled to the legal status of the master’s son.
	 Which of the statements given above are correct ?
	 (a) 1 and 2 only	 (b) 2 and 3 only
	 (c)	1 and 3 only	 (d)	1, 2 and 3
143.	With reference to ancient South India, Korkai, Poompuhar and 

Muchiri were well known as� [2023-I]
	 (a)	 capital cities
	 (b)	ports
	 (c)	 centres of iron-and-steel making
	 (d)	shrines of Jain Tirthankaras 
144.	Which one of the following explains the practice of Vattakirutal’ 

as mentioned in Sangam poems?� [2023-I]
	 (a)	Kings employing women bodyguards
	 (b)	Learned persons assembling in royal courts to discuss 

religious and philosophical matters
	 (c)	Young girls keeping watch over agricultural fields and 

driving away birds and animals
	 (d)	A king defeated in a battle committing ritual suicide by 

starving himself to death
145.	In which one of the following regions was Dhanyakataka, 

which flourished as a prominent Buddhist centre under the 
Mahasanghikas, located?� [2023-I]

	 (a)	Andhra	 (b)	Gandhara
	 (c)	Kalinga	 (d)	Magadha 
146.	With reference to ancient India, consider the following statements:

� [2023-I]
	 1.	 The concept of Stupa is Buddhist in origin.
	 2.	 Stupa was generally a repository of relics.
	 3.	 Stupa was a votive and commemorative structure in Buddhist 

tradition.
	 How many of the statements given above are correct?
	 (a)	Only one	 (b)	Only two
	 (c)	All three	 (d)	None 



A-10� Unit-A: History of India

Hints & Explanations

147.	With reference to ancient Indian History, consider the following 
pairs :� [2023-I]

		  Literary work		  Author
	 1.	 Devichandragupta	 :	 Bilhana
	 2.	 Hammira-Mahakavya	 :	 Nayachandra Suri
	 3.	 Milinda-Panha 	 :	 Nagarjuna
	 4.	 Nitivakyamrita	 :	 Somadeva Suri
	 How many of the above pairs are correctly matched?
	 (a)	Only one	 (b)	Only two
	 (c)	Only three	 (d)	All four 
148.	“Souls are not only the property of animal and plant life, but also 

of rocks, running water and many other natural objects not looked 
on as living by other religious sects.”� [2023-I]

	 The above statement reflects one of the core beliefs of which one 
of the following religious sects of ancient India?

	 (a)	Buddhism	 (b)	Jainism
	 (c)	Shaivism	 (d)	Vaishnavism 
149.	Consider the following pairs:� [2023-I]
		  Site :		  Well Known for
	 1.	 Besnagar 	 :	 Shaivite cave shrine
	 2.	 Bhaja 	 :	 Buddhist cave shrine
	 3.	 Sittanavasal 	 :	 Jain cave shrine
	 How many of the above pairs are correctly matched?
	 (a)	Only one	 (b)	Only two
	 (c)	All three	 (d)	None
150.	Which one of the following is a work attributed to playwright 

Bhasa ?					           [2024-I]
	 (a)	 Kavyalankara	 (b)	 Natyashastra
	 (c)	 Madhyama-vyayoga	 (d)	 Mahabhashya
151.	 Sanghabhuti. an Indian Buddhist monk, who travelled to 

China at the end of the fourth century AD, was the author of 
a commentary on :				          [2024-I]

	 (a)	 Prajnaparamita Sutra	 (b)	 Visuddhimagga
	 (c)	 Sarvastivada Vinaya	 (d)	 Lalitavistara
152.	 With reference to ancient India, Gautama Buddha was 

generally known by which of the following epithets ?
[2024-I]

	 1.	 Nayaputta	 2.	 Shakyamuni
	 3.	 Tathagata
	 Select the correct answer using the code given below:
	 (a)	 1 only	 (b)	 2 and 3 only
	 (c)	 1, 2 and 3
	 (d)	 None of the above are epithets of Gautama Buddha
153.	 Consider the following information.		         [2024-I]

Archaeological Site State Description
1. Chandraketugarh Odisha Trading Port town

2. Inamgaon Maharashtra Chalcolithic site
3. Mangadu Kerala Megalithic site
4. Salihundam Andhra Pradesh Rock-cut cave shrines

	 In which of the above rows is the given information correctly 
matched ?

	 (a)	 1 and 2	 (b)	 2 and 3
	 (c)	 3 and 4	 (d)	 1 and 4
154.	 Consider the following statements :		         [2024-I]
	 1.	 There are no parables in Upanishads.
	 2.	 Upanishads were compose d earlier than the Puranas.
	 Which of the statements given above is/are Correct?
	 (a)	 1 only	 (b)	 2 only
	 (c)	 Both 1 and 2	 (d)	 Neither 1 nor 2

1.	 (d)	 The name of India is a corruption of the word Sindhu. Sindhu 
is the name of the Indus River, mentioned in the Rig-Veda. 
Neighboring Arabs, Iranians uttered 's' as 'h' and called this land 
Hindu. Greeks pronounced this name as Indus. 

	
	 NCERT Class 12 Themes in Indian History-II, 
Chapter 5-Through the eyes of traveller, Page number-117.

SOURCESOURCE

2.	 (a)	 Lopamudra was a Brahmavadini who composed some 
hymns of the vedas. Many hymns of Rigveda were composed by 
women and they called Brahmavadini. Other Brahmavadini are 
Vishwawara, Sikta, Nivavari, Ghosha and Maitreyi.

3.	 (d)	 248 A.D. is Kalachuri era. Vikram era was started by king 
Vikramaditya. Shaka era was started by Kanishka. Gupta era was 
started by Chandragupta-I.

4.	 (b)	  In Sanskrit plays of Gupta period women and Sudras speak 
prakrit and Elite class speak Sanskrit.

5.	 (d)	 In the year 1915 near a village called Maski in Raichur District 
of Karnataka, a rock inscription was discovered on a hill. In this 
inscription for the first time the name of Ashoka was found with 
titles like Devanampriya and Priyadarshi. It was then certain that 
Devanampriya Priyadarshi was no other than Ashoka.

	
	 NCERT, Class 12 Themes in Indian History-I, 
Chapter II- Kings farmers and town, Page number 33

SOURCESOURCE

6.	 (d)	 Yavanas were Indo-Greeks. They liked pepper, that is why 
pepper was known as Yavanapriya.

	

	 NCERT, Ancient India by RS Sharma, Chapter 
15-Central Asian Contacts and their results, Page number 111

SOURCESOURCE

7.	 (c)	 Anuvrata was the five main teachings of Jainism- Ahimsa, 
Asateya, Aparigraha, Satya and Brahmacharya

8.	 (d)	 Mimansa means investigation or enquiry. The primary enquiry 
is into the nature of dharma based on close theology of the Vedas. 

	 Mimansa system of philosophy stresses on the doctrine of "karma". 
It says that liberation is possible by means of performing "Karma."

	

	 Mimansa has two divisions, Purva Mimansa and 
Uttar Mimansa. The Purva Mimansa explains the Dharma 
as a "virtue", "morality" or "duty". Dharma is the essentially 
ritualism, and there is a great significance of the Karma or 
action in attaining Dharma.

9.	 (c)	 Four handed Bronze icon of Nataraja is the finest example of 
Chola sculpture. 

	
	 NCERT Chapter 7-Indian Bronze sculpture, Page 
number 107

SOURCESOURCE

10.	 (c)	 A complete Yuga starts with the Satya Yuga (Krita), via Treta 
Yuga and Dvapara Yuga into a Kali Yuga.

11.	 (a)	 Devadasi is a girl "dedicated" to worship and service of a 
deity or a temple for the rest of her life. They were Considered 
the human wife of Lord Jagannath.



Ancient History� A-11

	
	 NCERT Unity in Cultural diversity, Chapter- Tamil 
Nadu, Page number 143

SOURCESOURCE

12.	 (a)	 Sapta Sindhu play a prominent part in the hymns of the 
Rigveda, and consequently in early Vedic religion.

13.	 (a)	 Therigatha was a part of the] Buddhist literature. 

	
	 NCERT Class 12- Themes in Indian History I, 
Chapter-4 Thinkers, Beliefs and buildings, Page number-93

SOURCESOURCE

14.	 (b)	 Both denied the authority of the Vedas and the necessity of 
performing sacrifices and rituals. Both of them were opposed to 
animal sacrifices.

15.	 (c)	 Kosa was used for treasury and the rest of the three terms were 
related to family.

16.	 (d)	 Susrutha Samhita was written by Susrutha. He was said to 
have been the best surgeon during the Gupta period. 

	
	 NCERT Class 6- Social science, Chapter-11 
Building, paintings and books, Page number-123

SOURCESOURCE

17.	 (c)	 The ruined stupa is still at Bharhut, however the gateways and 
railings were dismantled and reassembled at Kolkata Museum. 
They contain numerous birth stories of the Buddha's previous 
lives, or Jataka tales. Many of them are in the shape of large, round 
medallions. Two of the panels are at the Smithsonian. Bharhut 
sculptures were invariably used green schist as the medium.

	 The Bharhut stupa may have been established by the Maurya 
King Ashoka in the 3rd century BCE, but many works of art were 
apparently added during the Sunga period, from 2nd century BCE.

18.	 (c)	 Vishakhadatta wrote a drama named “Mudra Rakshasa”.
19.	 (d)	 Arthashastra was written by Kautilya. In this book 'Moksha' 

has been used for divorce.
20.	 (a)	 Badami was also known as Vatapi in Bijapur district of 

Karnataka. Panamalai or Kanchi in Tamil Nadu was the capital 
of Pallavas.

21.	 (d)	 Ashoka stone pillars were meant to spread his Dhamma (not 
the part of architectural structure.)

22.	 (d)	 Kharosthi script was deciphered by James Prinsep (1799–
1840), using the bilingual coins of the Indo-Greek period. This 
in turn led to the reading of the Edicts of Ashoka, some of which, 
from the northwest of the Asian subcontinent, were written in the 
Kharosthi script.

23.	 (c)	 Kathopanishad is the conversation between Nachiketa and 
Yamraj (God of death). Nachiketa was a seeker, and Yamraj was 
a Guru (knower of secrets).

24.	 (a)	 Milindapanho wasn’t written by one person. It is the collected 
dialogue between the Indo-Greek king Milinda (or Meander) and 
the Buddhist sage Nagasena. 

25.	 (d)	 Maski, Gurjara, Nettur and Udegolam inscriptions mention 
the personal name of Ashoka. 

	
	 NCERT, Class 12 Themes in Indian History-I, 
Chapter II- Kings farmers and town, Page number-33

SOURCESOURCE

26.	 (c)	 Matsya Mahajanapada comprised the present-day Jaipur-
Bharatapur-Alwar area of Rajasthan, Avanti was one of the most 
important ones and its core area comprises the present-day Ujjain 
district of Madhya Pradesh.  Vatsa with its capital at Kausambi 
was another powerful Mahajanapada, annexed by Magadha. Anga 
Mahajanapada was in Gangetic valley.

27.	 (c)	 Avalokiteśvara is a bodhisattva who embodies the compassion 
of all Buddhas. He is one of the more widely revered bodhisattvas 
in mainstream Mahayana Buddhism. In Sanskrit, Avalokitesvara is 

also referred to as Padmapâni (“Holder of the Lotus”) or Lokeśvara 
(“Lord of the World”).

28.	 (a)	 Rupaka was a silver coin of Gupta period.16 Rupaka was 
equal to 1 gold coin.

29.	 (b)	 Varahamihira also wrote Panchasiddhantika; Vishakhadatta 
also wrote Mudra Rakshasa.

30.	 (d)	 A manigramam was a large, influential guild of South Indian 
merchants during the period of Western Chalukyan rulers in 10th  
– 12th Century CE.

	
	 NCERT, Class 7- Our Pasts-II, Chapter 6- Towns, 
traders and craftsperson’s, Page number-78

SOURCESOURCE

31.	 (a)	 The Saka era started in 78 AD, while Vikram era started from 58 
BC. So if we want to convert Badami rock inscription of Pulakesin 
I to Vikram era, it will be 465 + 78 + 58 = 601 Vikram Samvat.

32.	 (c)	 They embraced Buddhism because caste ridden Hinduism did 
not attract them. Buddhism provided easiest entry in comparison 
to Hinduism which had strict birth related caste structure. So these 
rulers embraced Buddhism in order to strengthen their dominance 
over the local people.

33.	 (c)	 The ll and Xlll rock edicts mention the southern kingdoms of  
Chola, Pandya, Satyaputra, Keralaputra and Tambapanni. 

34.	 (b)	 Buddhacharita was written by Ashvaghosh. 
35.	 (d)	 In India Indus Valley Civilization  appeared the first signs 

of urbanization between 2500 and 2000 BCE According to 
researchers, it is a hard fact that the earliest known specimen of 
iron ploughshare comes from Ganwaria in District Gorakhpur, 
Uttar Pradesh and dates from ca. 700 BC.

	 The first documented coinage is deemed to start with 'Punch 
Marked' coins issued between the 7th-6th century BC and 
1stcentury AD.

	 It was the Indo Greeks who ruled a large part of North-Western 
India around 200 BC (2218 years ago) that first introduced coins 
made of Pure Gold in India before Kushans.

	 Therefore, according to the question the correct chronological 
order of the event appeared in India is 4, 3, 2 and 1. 

36.	 (a)	 Ashoka’s edicts put stress on social harmony among the people 
by spreading ideas of equity instead of promotion of religion.

	
	 NCERT, Class 6- Our Pasts-I, Chapter- 8- Ashoka, 
the emperor who gave up war, Page number-76

SOURCESOURCE

37.	 (c)	 Lion capital of Ashoka is in Saranath (not Rajgir). 
38.	 (a)	 The earliest known copper-plate called Sohgaura is a Maurya 

record that mentions famine relief efforts. It is one of the very few 
pre-Ashoka Brahmi inscriptions in India.

39.	 (d)	 The Noble Eight fold Path, is one of the principal teachings of 
the Buddha, who described it as the way leading to the cessation of 
suffering (Dukkha) and attainment of self-awakening. In Buddhist 
symbolism, the Noble Eight fold Path is often represented by means 
of the Dharma wheel (Dharmachakra), whose eight spokes represent 
the eight elements of the path. Eight fold path includes right 
understanding, right speech, right livelihood; right mindfulness, 
right thought, right action, right effort and right concentration.

40.	 (c)	 The given map is related to the reign of Ashoka towards end 
of his rule. Ashoka (304–232 BC), popularly known as Ashoka the 
Great, was an Indian emperor of the Maurya Dynasty who ruled 
over the Indian subcontinent from 269 BC to 232 BC. 

	

	 Ashoka's empire stretched from present-day 
Pakistan, Afghanistan in the west, to the present-day 
Bangladesh and the Indian state of Assam in the east, and as 
far south as northern Kerala and Andhra.
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41.	 (c)	 After the 3rd century AD Roman empire came to an end. 
Indian merchants meanwhile  had begun to rely more heavily on 
the south-east Asian Trade.

42.	 (b)	 Fa-Hien–405–411 CE; I-Tsing–671–695 CE; Megasthanese 
– 302–298 BC; Hieun–Tsang–630–645CE

43.	 (d)	 Of the 16 Mahajanapadas, Magadha, Kosala, Vatsa and Avanti 
were more powerful. They fought amongst themselves for years 
and ultimately Magadha emerged victorious under Bimbisara 
(Haranyak dynasty) in 6th C BC. 

44.	 (a)	 Bactria was the ancient civilizations of Iranian peoples. 
Ancient Bactria was located between the Hindu Kush mountain 
range and the Amu Darya river, covering the flat region that 
straddles modern-day Afghanistan and Tajikistan.

45.	 (c)	 Aryan is in fact a linguistic term indicating a speech group of 
Indo-European origin, and is not an ethnic term. 

	

	 Old NCERT RS Sharma, Chapter 8 - Advent of the 
aryans and the age of the rig veda. NIOS The Vedic Age, Migration 
of the Aryans, page no.-49

SOURCESOURCE

46.	 (a)	 	Tamralipta or Tamralipti was the name of an ancient city on the 
Bay of Bengal corresponding with Tamluk in modern-day India. 
Tamralipta may have been one of the most important urban centres 
of trade and commerce of early historic India, trading along the Silk 
Road with China, by Uttarapatha, the northern high road, the main 
trade route into the Middle East and Europe; and by seafaring routes 
to Bali, Java and the Far East. 

47.	 (a)	 The didactic works of Sangam period are called Kilukanakku 
(18 minor groups) consisting of Tirukurral and Naladiyar. The 
Aham and Puram poems of the Kilukanakku group were composed 
in post-Sangam period. That’s why R explains A.

48.	 (a)	 Both statements are true and the reason is correct explanation 
of assertion. 

49.	 (b)	 Both the statements are true but do not explain each other.
50.	 (a)	 Ashoka annexed Kalinga to the Mauryan empire in 261 BC. 

Though Ashoka abandoned the policy of physical occupation in 
favour of policy of cultural conquest after the Kalinga War, yet 
he retained Kalinga after its conquest and incorporated it into his 
empire. Thus R explains A. 

51.	 (a)	 Greeks first introduced military governorship in India. They 
appointed their Governors called strategos.

52.	 (a)	 Alexander invaded India in 326 BC. Nandas were ruling over 
India at that time. The chronological order of these 4 dynasties 
was: Nanda, Maurya, Sunga and Kanvas.

53.	 (b)	 The capital of the Hoysalas was initially located at Belur but 
was later moved to Halebid.

54.	 (b)	 Painted Greyware belonged to later Vedic period (1000–
600BC). Ajanta paintings belong to the Gupta period. Pahari 
School came into existence during the Mughal period.

55.	 (b)	 To popularize the Mahayana form of Buddhism. 
Harshavardhana convened an assembly at Kannauj. The Prayag 
assembly was convened to popularize himself.

56.	 (c)	 In 1017, Rajendra conquered Ceylon (Srilanka). Earlier 
Rajaraja I conquered only half of it. 

57.	 (d)	 Vasumitra and Ashavaghosh together presided over the fourth 
council. In this council Buddhists were divided into Mahayanists 
and Hinayanists.

58.	 (a)	 Cow, camel, horse and lion were not depicted on seals. Unicorn 
(bull) was the animal most commonly represented on the seals.

59.	 (b)	 The correct match is option (b).

	
	 NCERT, Class 12 Themes in Indian History-I, 
Chapter I- Bricks, Beads and Bones Page number-2

SOURCESOURCE

60.	 (a)	 The Statue of Gomateshwara was built in deference to Jain 
deity Bahubali, It does not represent last Tirthankara of Jains. 
India's largest Buddhist monastery is Tawang Monastery located 
in Arunachal Pradesh. It is the second largest in the world after 
the Potala Palace in Lhasa, Tibet. 

61.	 (b)	 Pavarana is a Buddhist holy day celebrated on the full moon 
of the eleventh lunar month. It marks the end of the month of 
Vassa, sometimes called "Buddhist Lent." This day marks the end 
of the rainy season in some Asian countries like Thailand, where 
Theravada Buddhism is practiced. On this day, each monk (Pali: 
bhikkhu) must come before the community of monks (Sangha) 
and atone for an offense he may have committed during the Vassa.

62.	 (d)	 The Mudrarakshasa ("The Signet of the Minister"), a historical 
play in Sanskrit by Vishakhadatta (4th century CE) narrates the 
ascent of the king Chandragupta Maurya to power in Northern 
India.

63.	 (b)	 Emperor Harsha's southward march was stopped on the 
Narmada river by Pulakesin II, the Chalukya king of Vatapi in 
northern Mysore.

64.	 (c)	 The Chola kingdom of the Sangam period extended from 
modern Tiruchi district to southern Andhra Pradesh. Their capital 
was first located at Uraiyur and then shifted to Puhar. The Chola 
emperor launched a successful naval expedition against the 
sailendra kingdom.

	 In the Battle of Venni Karaikal defeated the mighty confederacy 
consisting of the Cheras, Pandyas and eleven minor chieftains. 

	

	 Karikala was a famous king of the Sangam Cholas. 
Pattinappalai portrays his early life and his military conquests.

65.	 (a)	 Mrichchhakatika (The Clay Court) is a Sanskrit play written 
by Shudraka in 2nd C BC. It is about a young man named 
Charudatta, and his love for Vasantasena, a rich courtesan. 

	
	 NCERT, Class 7- Our Pasts-II, Chapter 2- new kings 
and kingdoms

SOURCESOURCE

66.	 (c)	 Vardhaman Mahavira's mother, Trishala was the sister (not 
the daughter) of Lichchhavi chief Chetaka.

67.	 (d)	 All statements are correct. The last Mauryan ruler, Brihadratha 
was assassinated by his commander-in-chief, Pushyamitra Sunga 
in 185 BC. The last ruler of Kanva dynasty, Susharma was deposed 
by the Andhras and Satavahana dynasty came into being. 

68.	 (d)	 Statement 1 is incorrect as fourth Buddhist Council  was held 
in Kashmir during the reign of Kanishka under the presidentship of 
Vasumitra and Ashvaghosh. Fa-Hien visited India during the reign 
of Chandra Gupta-II and not during Kanishka's reign. Statement 
2 is incorrect as Harsha was not antagonistic to Buddhism when 
Hiuen -Tsang met him.

69.	 (c)	 Jainism spread in South India under the leadership of 
Bhadrabahu (not Sthalabahu). The Jainas who remained under 
the leadership of Bhadrabahu were called Digambaras (not 
Shvetambaras) after the first council held at Pataliputra (modern 
Patna) by Sthulbahu.

70.	 (c)	 Atharvaveda is a book of magical formula. It contains charms 
and spells to ward-off evil and disease.

71.	 (c)	 Bimbisara belonged to the Haryanka dynasty. Magdha empire 
came into prominence under him. He was a contemporary of the 
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Buddha. He strengthened his position by marriage alliances. His 
first wife was the sister of Prasenjit (son of king of Koshala) who 
was also contemporary of the Buddha.

72.	 (b)	 Dantidurga, a feudatory of Chalukyas, founded the Rastrakuta 
empire in 753 C E (AD) with their capital at Manyakhet.

73.	 (a)	 Sindhu was the old name of river Indus and Vitasta was the 
old name of River Jhelum. In persent time Takshashila situated 
in Pakistan.

74.	 (a)	 Alexander (Greek, 326 B.C.E.); Sakas (90 B.C.E.); Kushanas 
(45 C.E.)

	
	 NCERT Class 12 Themes in Indian History-II, 
Chapter 2-Kings, farmers and towns, Page number-51.

SOURCESOURCE

75.	 (b)	 Statement 1 is incorrect as most of the inscriptions of the 
Andhra Ikshvaku period record either the construction of the 
Buddhist viharas or the gifts made to them which shows that the 
Ikshvaku rulers of Southern India were supporters of Buddhism.

76.	 (d)	 It was written by Samudragupta's court poet Harisena.
77.	 (a)	 This is same as the Pythagoras theorem.
78.	 (b)	 The Jaina metaphysics is realistic and relativistic pluralism. 

It is called Anekantavada or the doctrine of ‘mayness of reality’. 
Matter and spirit are regarded as separate and independent realities.

79.	 (a)	 A copper plate inscription of Maharaja Subandhu, recording 
his donation for the repair of the vihara was found at the site of 
Cave 2. Though, the date of the Bagh inscription is missing, the 
Badwani copper plate inscription is dated in the year (Gupta era) 
167 (487). 

80.	 (c)	 The book ‘Record of Buddhistic Kingdoms’, makes an indirect 
reference to the northeast (winter) monsoon in connection with  
voyage along the east coast of India which was written by Fahein, 
a Chinese traveller to India in 399 AD- 414 AD.

81.	 (a)	 Jainism does not support belief in a creator deity. According 
to the Jain doctrine, the universe and its constituents (soul, matter, 
space, time, and motion) have always existed. All the constituents 
and actions are governed by universal natural laws.

82.	 (c)	 We have read about the Mehrgarh cotton which is the earliest 
example of Cotton cultivation in the old world, older than the 
Peruvians. The cloth was made, and even dyed, so statement 2 is 
correct. The first statement is also correct and has been “lifted” 
from a famous history book. 

	
	 NCERT Class 12 Themes in Indian History-I, 
Chapter 1-Bricks, Beads and bones, Page number-22.

SOURCESOURCE

83.	 (c)	 ‘Rita’ refers to regulation order by nature and was related to 
the conduct of the Vedic Gods and Humans, somewhere related 
to the moral and physical law. Statement 2 is correct. ‘Rita’ was 
later replaced by ‘Dharma’ and was a more sophisticated form of 
principles of law. As per Chanakya, ‘Dharma’ was the promotion 
of one’s own security, happiness as well as the social order. 

84.	 (c)	 1st, 3rd and 4th are correct.
85.	 (b)	 Both Buddhism and Jainism denied the authority of the Vedas 

and the efficacy of Rituals.
86.	 (c)	 Nagara, Dravida and Vesara are three main styles of Indian 

temple architecture. 

	
	 NCERT Chapter-6- Temple architecture and 
Sculpture, Page number-70.

SOURCESOURCE

87.	 (b)	 The earth witness Buddha is one of the most common iconic 
images of Buddhism. It depicts the Buddha sitting in meditation 
with his left hand, palm upright, in his lap; and his right hand 
touching the earth. This represents the moment of the Buddha's 
enlightenment. 

88.	 (c)	 The early Vedic Aryans indulged in nature Worship and Yajnas.
89.	 (c)	 The wages, rules of work, standards and prices were fixed by 

the guild.
	 The guild had judicial powers over its own members.
90.	 (b)	 Chaityas refer to the halls enclosing the stupas. Chaityas were 

probably constructed to hold large numbers of devotees for prayer. 
Viharas on the other hand are constructions built in ancient India in 
order to provide resting places for the wandering Buddhist monks.

91.	 (b)	 Sankhya yoga believes that self –knowledge leads to liberation. 
Almost all the rest of philosophies of India adopted Sankhya as 
its main base. Sankhya yoga also believes in rebirth. According 
to Sankhya darshan each purusha experiences bhoga, apavarga 
and takes birth repeatedly until kaivalya.(moksa).

92.	 (a)	 The concept of Nirvana was originally explained by Lord 
Buddha (566-486 BC). The word ‘Nirvana’ comes from the 
root meaning ‘to blow out’ and refers to the extinguishing of the 
fires of greed, hatred, and delusion. When these emotional and 
psychological defilements are destroyed by wisdom, the mind 
becomes free, radiant, and joyful and he who has realized the Truth 
(Nirvana) is the happiest being in the world. He is free from all 
complexes and obsessions. He does not repent the past nor does he 
brood over the future. He lives fully in present. He appreciates and 
enjoys things in life in the purest sense without self projections. 
He is free from the thirst of becoming and the illusion of self. 

	 	 Buddism explain Nivrana as a state of bliss or peace.

93.	 (b)	 Indus valley people did not possess great palaces and temples 
rather the civilization was noted for its cities built of brick, roadside 
drainage system and multistoried houses.

	 Indus valley people were peace loving. They were never engaged 
in any war. However speculations have been rife that some tectonic 
forces destroyed the civilization. Some historians are of the view 
that invasion of Aryans, sea level changes, earthquakes might have 
brought the civilization to its end therefore people employing horse 
drawn chariots in warfare is not true. 

	 In view of large number of figurines found in Indus valley, some 
scholars believe they worshipped mother goddess symbolizing 
fertility. They worshipped a father God who might be a progenitor 
of the race and was a probably a prototype of Siva as the Lord of 
the Animals.

	
	 Indus valley seals show swastika, animals which is 
suggestive of their religious beliefs.

94.	 (d)	 The surest way of annihilating Karma is to practice penance. 
Karma is the bane of the  soul and must be ended. 

	 “Swadhyay Paramam Tap” According to Jain doctrines Penance 
washes away all the blemishes and purges the soul of all karmic 
matter.

	 Also, according to Jainism, Karma is the bane of the soul. Karma 
not only encompasses the causality of transmigration but it is also 
conceived as an extremely subtle matter which infiltrates the soul, 
obscuring its natural, transparent, pure qualities. 

95.	 (c)	 The Barbara rock cut caves are the oldest rock cut caves. 
They were originally made for the Ajivikas during the Mauryan 
period (322-185 BCE). The Ellora caves were built between 5th 
century and 10th century. There were 34 caves out of which 12 
were Buddhist caves, 17 were Hindu caves and 5 were Jain caves 
at Elora.
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	 The proximity of the caves clearly demonstrates the religious 
harmony prevalent at that period of time.

	
	 NCERT Class 11- An introduction to Indian Art, 
Chapter-2-Arts of Mauryan Period, Page number- 20

SOURCESOURCE

96.	 (b)	 The tradesmen had to pay light duties at ferries and barriers. 
After paying the revenue they could go to and fro to barter their 
merchandise. The punishment for social offences according to the 
traveller’s account, were to cut off the nose, or an ear or a hand. 
Minor offences were dealt with fines. And to determine guilt or 
innocence, ordeals by fire, water and poison were the instruments 
which were used.

97.	 (a)	 The pose ‘Tribhanga’ is the favourite posture of Lord Krishna. 
We have often seen Lord Krishna standing in tribhanga posture 
before his cow ‘Kamdhenu’ or whenever he is playing his flute. 
He is often called Tribhana Murari.

98.	 (b)	Ajanta Caves have mural paintings in caves 1, 2, 16 and 
17. Some of the paintings were commissioned by Harisena 
of Vakataka dynasty. The theme of the paintings was Jataka 
tales. Lepakshi Temple is renowned for being one of the best 
repositories of mural paintings of the Vijaynagar kings. Sanchi 
Stupa has many beautiful sculptures but not mural paintings.

99.	 (c)	 1 is correctly matched because Parinirvana of the Buddha 
in Cave 17 of Ajanta, with numerous celestial musicians above 
and the sorrowful figures of his followers below, is one of the 
grandest and yet most delicately expressive scenes ever made 
in stone. 2 is wrong  because huge image of Varaha Avatar of 
Vishnu, as he rescues Goddess Earth from the deepand chaotic 
waters, sculpted on rock is found in Mamallapuram. 3 is right 
because Arjuna's Penance “Descent of Ganga” sculpted on the 
surface of huge boulders is found in Mamallapuram.

100.	(c)	 Tabo monastery and temple complex is in Spiti Valley and 
Alchi temple complex is in Ladakh. Lhotsava Lhakhang, Nako is 
in Himachal Pradesh. Zanskar Valley is in Jammu and Kashmir.

101.	(c)	 Lokayata and Kapalika do not form of Six system of Indian 
philosophy

Six system of Indian philosophy are
Samkhya Prakriti and Purush
Yoga Releasing Puresh from Parkriti
Nyaya Logical thinking
Vaisheshika Realistic and objective philosophy of universe
Mimamsa Analyzing Samhita and Brahmana portion 

of Veda.
Vedanta It is the climax of Indian Phylosphy

102.	(d)	 The words Satyameva Jayate came from Mundaka Upanishad, 
meaning ‘Truth Alone Triumphs’.

103.	(c)	 Buddh born in Lumbini, in Kosala kingdom.Buddh died in 
Kusinara, in Magadha kingdom. Avanti lay outside the area visited 
by buddha, and was converted to his teaching by his disciple 
Mahakaccana. Gandhara is western part of Pakistan & Afghanistan 
and Buddha never went to Pakistan.

104.	(b)	 Rock-cut Elephant at Dhauli was built during the reign of 
Ashoka in 250 BC. lingaraja Temple at Bhubneshwar was built 
by Yayati (1025-1040). Rock-cut monuments at Mahabalipuram 
were built during 7th-8th century AD during the reign of Pallavas. 
Varaha Image at Udaygiri was built by Chandragupta II of Gupta 
Empire. 

105.	(b)	 The Malavikagnimitra is a Sanskrit play by Kalidas. The play 
tells the love story of Agnimitra, the Shunga Emperor. He falls in 
love with the picture of an exiled servant girl named Malavika. 

106.	(d)	 A special category of land, eripatti, or land, is mentioned. 
Donated by individuals, the revenue from this land was set apart 
for the maintenance of the village tank. Occasionally a very large 
village would be administered as a single unit and this was called 
Taniyur. 

	 Ref: A History of India by Romila Thapar. 
107.	(b)	 Sautrantikas and Sammtiyas as Buddhism sects. So first 

statement is wrong.
	 And Sarvastivadin sect of Buddhism believes that all things exist, 

and exist continuously, in the past and the future as well as in the 
present.  So second statement is right.

108.	(a)	 New NCERT, Std. 11. An Introduction to Indian Art (Page 54 
shows big photo with caption: Padmapaniboddhisattva at ajanta 
Cave no. 1)

109.	(a)	
•	 Andhra Pradesh state Govt. website says Arasavalli in 
Srikakulam district has sun temple. So 1 is right.
•	 Sri Omkareshwar temple in Mysore is for Lord Shiva and it's 
not a Sun Temple.
•	 Amarakantak in Madhya Pradesh has temples, but not any Sun 
temple. So #3 is wrong. Hence, by elimination, answer "a" only 1.

110.	 (c)	 NEW NCERT Class 12 history, Ch. 1:   All the gold jewelry 
found at Harappan sites was recovered from hoards. So, second 
statement is wrong, which eliminated b and d. But then depending 
on which history book you refer, Harappans were aware or unaware 
about the horses. So the experts were divided between option a 
and option c. UPSC chose ‘c’ as the official answer- meaning 
Harappans did not know about the horses.

111.	 (b)	 Academic books on medieval history mention that Ganapati 
was the most powerful of Kakatiya sovereigns. Motupalli, now 
in Krishna district, was an important seaport in his kingdom, 
frequented by foreign merchants. So, "B" is the answer.

112.	 (b)	 Sthanakvasi don't differ much from the other Svetambara 
Jainas, hence now-a-days they invariably call themselves as 
Svetambara Sthanakvasi.

113.	 (c)	 Maitreya, is the future Buddha, whose coming was said to 
have been prophesied by the historical Buddha and who in years 
to come, would purify the world with his teachings. Avalokitesvara 
(watchful lord), also called Padmapani (lotus-bearer), whose 
attribute is compassion, which reaches down even to Avichi, the 
lowest Buddhist purgatory. Loksesvara is also used as a synonym 
for Avalokitesvara.

114.	 (a)	 Sujni embroidery- Incorrect. It belongs to Bihar.
•	 Upada Jamdani Sarees- Incorrect. It belongs to Andhra 
Pradesh.
•	 So, by elimination, we are left with answer A: 1 only.

115.	 (b)	 Khongjom Parva is an important folk music from the state of 
Manipur. 

	 So, statement#2 is right, this eliminates A and (C)
•	 Thang Ta is the exclusive martial dance form of Manipur. 
Thang means sword and Ta means spear. So, statement#3 is wrong, 
this eliminates (D) Therefore answer must be B: only 1 and 2.

	

	 Khongjom Parva a popular ballad genre which is a 
musical narration of the battle of Khongjom fought between 
the British army and the Manipuri resistance forces in 1891.

	
	 Khonjom Parva: incredibleindia.org Thang ta: 
ignca.gov.in

SOURCESOURCE



Ancient History� A-15

116.	 (c)	 Nitin ch1: Sohgaura Copper Plate: The earliest known copper-
plate, known as the Sohgaura copper-plate, is a Mauryan record 
that mentions famine relief efforts. So it can't be a Harappan site, 
answer is c. 

117.	 (a)	 1993: A team of archeologists surveyed Sannai, Karnataka. The 
most dramatic evidence came from Kanagahalli. The discoveries 
at the site included a broken relief sculpture showing a king and 
queen flanked by female attendants. An inscription in brahmi letter 
read "Ranyo Ashoka" (King Ashoka).

118.	 (d)	 The Mahayana followers believe in idol or image worship of 
Buddha. So 1 and 3 are correct. The concept of Bodhisattva is the 
result of Mahayana Buddhism. So 2 is also correct.

119.	 (a)	 A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India by Upinder 
Singh, page 508: 

	 Forced labour (Vishti) became more common than before in this 
Gupta period. The fact that it is mentioned along with the taxes 
in the land grant inscriptions suggest that Vishti was considered 
as source of income for the state, a sort of tax paid by the people. 
The fact that most of the inscriptions referring to Vishti come 
from Madhya Pradesh and Kathiyawar regions may suggest this 
practice for more prevalent in this areas. So, a is right b is wrong.

120.	(d)	 Vijayanagara School: More than one mandaps were built in 
each temple. The central mandap came to be known as Kalyan 
Mandap.

121.	(c)
•	 Bodhisattava are part of the Mahayana/Vajrayana Tradition. 
They are mentioned in the Mahayana literature called as the 
Vaipulya Sutra- written in Sanskrit
•	 Inside the Vaipulya Sutra- Prajna Paramita are mentioned.

	 		 TN Board- Std 11(New Edition)SOURCESOURCE

122.	(c)
•	 Statement 2- Incorrect because Amarsimha belonged to the 
Court of Chandra Gupta- II (he was one of the navratna). Thus, 
by  elimination we are left with correct answer C.
•	 Statement 3- Correct because Kalidasa belonged to the Court 
of Chandra Gupta- II ( he was one of the Navratna). 
•	 Statement 1- Incorrect because Panini belonged to the 5-6th 
Century BCE Period- he wrote Astdhyayi, where as Pushyamitra 
Sunga belonged to the Post Mauryan Period- 2nd Century BCE- 
he came to power after killing last Mauryan King- Brihadratha.

	
	 NCERT class 11, Chapter 11- Ancient education 
system of India. Page number- 90

SOURCESOURCE

123.	(b)	
•	 Fourth Council convened in Kashmir under the patronage of 
Kanishka. It resulted into division of all the Buddhists into two 
major sects
•	 Sarvastivadins (popular in Kashmir and Mathura regions) and 
Mahasanghikas together forming the Mahayanists (followers of 
the Greater Vehicle),
•	 Sthaviravadins and others forming the Hinayanists (followers 
of the Lesser Vehicle);
•	 Thus, Sthaviravadins is not part of Mahayana. So, #1 
wrong. The Mahasanghikas gave rise to the following sects: 1. 
Ekavyaharikas 2. Lokottaravadins 3. Kukkutikas 4. Bahusrutiyas 
5. Prajnapativadins 6. Chaitya-sailas 7. Apara-sailas 8. Uttara-
sailas. So, #2 is right, hence answer “b”.

124.	(c)
•	 Mahendra Varman- I (590- 630 CE)
•	 Gopala (750 CE)
•	 King Bhoja- Pratihara( 836-885 CE)
•	 Prantaka-1 Chola ( 907-953 CE)

125.	(c)	 Hundi is a note recording a deposit made by a person. The 
amount deposited can be claimed in another place by presenting 
the record of the deposit.

126.	(a)
•	 Measurement of Land – different terms used during Gupta 
Age- mentioned in different inscriptions-
•	 Kulyavapa, Dronavapa, Adhavapa And Pataka from Bengal, 
•	 Nivartana And Hhumi from central India. 
•	 Nivartana And Padavarta from western India

	 	 TN Board std 11 (New Edition)SOURCESOURCE

127.	(a)	 Ashoka’s Dhamma- Always talked about Tolerance among 
all sects.

128.	(a)	 Mapping Question
	 1.	 Bhilsa- Madhya Pradesh- Correct- Known as Vidisha, main 

centre of the Sunga dynasty &Udaigiri caves in Madhya Pradesh 
(not to be confused with Udaigiri-Odisha)

	 2.	 Girinagar- Gujarat- Correct
	 3.	 Sthaneshwara- Uttarpradesh- Incorrect. Sthaneshwara- 

located in Harayana (not in Uttarpradesh) Main seat of the 
Pushyabhutidyansty- Harshavardhan (606-647CE) originally 
belonged to Sthaneshwara, who later on shifted the capital at 
Kannauj

	 4.	 Dwarsamudra- Maharashtra- Incorrect- Hoysala dynasty used 
to rule from Dwarsamudra- also known as Halebid – located in 
Karnataka. 

129.	(a)	 By Elimination
•	 Portuguese will be fighting the Battle of Chaul to control 
coastal areas of Western India.

130.	(b)	 During Vedic age, there was a lot of emphasis on rituals and 
sacrifices. This type of excessive ritualism produced a natural 
reaction in the form of Sramana religion, which protested against 
the divine origin of the Vedas and efficacy of the sacrifices.

	 Sramanas were recruited from all people irrespective of caste 
and creed. Their teachers were anti-Vedic and anti-Brahmanic 
and they challenged Vedic learning and Vedic rituals. So, #2 
is wrong, By elimination we are left with correct answer “b”

	 Sree Narayana Guru had become a ‘Parivrajaka’ (one who wanders 
from place to place in quest of Truth), so, #1 is correct. 

	

	 The earliest instances of conflict between Saivism 
and Vaishnavism on the one hand and the Sramanic sects of 
Buddhism and Jainism on the other hand occurred during the 
Pallava period.

	 		 TN Board Std 11 (New Edition): page191SOURCESOURCE

131.	(b)
•	 Krishna Reddy’s Book → Kalidasa, Bana, Bhavabhuti, and 
other authors are mentioned, who commented on the condition of 
women in the Gupta-Post Gupta period. 
•	 It can be inferred that Bhavabhuti, Hastimalla and Kshemeshvara 
were playwriters/ authors.
•	 Bhavabhuti who lived at Kanyakubja in the early 8th century 
has three surviving plays — “Malati and Madhava”, “The Deeds 
of the Great Hero’’ (Mahaviracarita), and “The Later Deeds of 
Rama” (Uttarardmacarita) 
•	 Romila Thapar- also mentions about the authors- Bhavabhuti, 
Hastimalla and Kshmeshvara

132.	(a)	 Mentioned in the Nitin Singhani’s Book- Indian Art & Culture.
133.	(c)	 •   Circular temple built during the reign of Kachchhapaghata 

Dynasty – king Devapala built it in 14th Century
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	 •	 Yogini represents the Shakti Worship and not Vaishnavism
	 •	 Other Circular temples were built- eg.Maniar Math in Bihar
134.	(a)

•	 Dholavira was known for the Water Management 
•	 Surrounded by 2 channels, the natives had built dam, reservoir, 
step well and canal for effective water management.

	
	 NCERT- Class 12- Themes in Indian History Part 1SOURCESOURCE

135.	(b)	 Can be solved via elimination , also given in TN Board- Std. 
11 
•	 After the Guptas and before the rise of Harshavardhana different 
dynasties came to power in different parts of the country 
•	 Yadavas of Deogiri came in the Medieval India 
•	 Parmara of Malwas came to power in the 10th Century onwards 
•	 Therefore, answer (b) 1, 3, 4 and 6.

136.	(d)
•	 Burzhaom- is a Neolithic site, known for pit dwellings. It 
doesn’t have Rock Cut Shrines. 
•	 Ganeshwar- Chalcolithic culture site, contemporary to IVC. 
It is known for copper smelting 
•	 Chandraketugarh- located in Bengal 
•	 Post Mauryan period site, known for terracotta sculptures 
and Image 
•	 Chandraketugarh- mentioned in NCERT Class-12- themes in 
Indian history- Part 1. But no mention of terracotta art 

137.	(b)
•	 Not given in standard reference books.
•	 Mitakasara- compiled by Vijneswara, it was a commentary 
on Yajvalkya Smriti 
•	 Belonged to the court of Vikramadtiya VI of Kalyani Chalukyas
•	 This book had details about the sucession laws of Hindu families 

138.	(b)	 Option (b) is correct: Only two pairs are correct. 
•	 Pair 1 is correct: Dhauli is located in Odisha. 
•	 Pair 2 is correct: Erragudi or Yerragudi is located in Andhra 
Pradesh 
•	 Pair 3 is wrong: Jaugada is located in Odisha. 
•	 Pair 4 is wrong: Kalsi is located in Uttarakhand. Ref: NCERT 
Class12 

139.	(b)	 - Sangam Literature has references to material culture so 
“(a)” is wrong. - Sangam Literature contains references about 
material culture, warrior ethics and magical forces so (a), (c) and (d) 
are wrong. - Therefore by elimination the answer is (b).

140.	(b)	 # 1 is wrong: The Nettipakaraa is a legendary Theravada 
Buddhist scripture. #2 is right: Parishishtaparvan is a Sanskrit 
mahakavya written by Hemachandra in the 12th century that 
describes the lives of the first Jain instructors. # 3 is wrong: The 
Avadanashataka is a Sanskrit collection of one hundred Buddhist 
stories. #4 is right: Trishashthilkshana or Mahapurana Mahapurana 
is a famous Jain scripture during the reign of Rashtrakuta monarch 
Amoghavarsha.

141.	(c)	 Option (c) is correct: Pair 1 is wrong: ARYADEVA- 
BUDDHIST SCHOLAR Pair 2 is correct: Dignaga was an Indian 
Buddhist scholar. Pair 3 is correct: Sri Ranganathamuni, popularly 
known as Sriman Nathamuni was a Vaishnava scholar.

142.	(b)	 The 13th chapter of Arthashastra discusses the rules related 
to slaves and labours. According to this chapter, 2 and 3 options 
are correct. Option No. 1 has not been discussed of chapter 13th 
of Arthashastra. So, option (b) is correct.
•	 But, the official answer key released by UPSC is (b). Hence 
only 2 and 3 are correct statements.

143.	(b)	 These are port cities. The premier Chola port was Puhar (also 
known as Kaveripumpattinam), the major Pandya port was Korkai, 
while Tondi and Muchiri were the important ports in the Chera 
kingdom.

144.	(d)	 The answer is (d). Vattakirutal is a practice mentioned in 
Sangam poems in which a defeated king commits ritual suicide 
by starving himself to death.

	

	 Vatakkiruttal, also Vadakiruthal and vadakiruttal, was 
a Tamil ritual of fasting till death. It was especially widespread 
during the Sangam age. The Tamil kings, in order to save their 
honour, and prestige, were prepared to meet their death facing 
North (‘Vatakkiruttal’) and never would they turn their back in 
battle.

145.	(a)	 The answer is (a). Dhanyakataka was located in the region of 
Andhra, which is present-day Andhra in continuation.

	 Pradesh, India. It was an important center during Satvahan Empire.
146.	(b)	 St 1 is wrong. Some stupas were erected even in Pre-Buddhist 

era. St 2 and St 3 are right.
147.	(b)

•	 The correct answer is (b).Only two of the above pairs are 
correctly matched.
•	 St 1 wrong. Devichandragupta was written by Viśākhadatta, 
not Bilhana.
•	 St 2 right. Hammira-Mahakavya was written by Nayachandra 
Suri, so this pair is correctly matched.
•	 St 3 wrong. Milinda-Panha was written by Nāgasena. 
Nagasena also known as Nagarjuna.
•	 St 4 right. Nitivakyamrita was written by Somadeva Suri, so 
this pair is also correctly matched.
•	 Therefore, only two of the above pairs are correctly matched.

148.	(b)	 The correct answer is (b), Jainism. Jainism is an ancient Indian 
religion that teaches that all living beings, including animals, 
plants, and even inanimate objects, have a soul. This belief is 
known as ahimsa, or nonviolence, and it is one of the core tenets 
of Jainism.

149.	(b)
•	 The answer is (b). Besnagar is known for the Heliodorus Pillar, 
a Vaishnavite shrine, not a Shaivite shrine. 
•	 St 2 right Bhaja is known for the Bhaja Caves, a Buddhist 
shrine.
•	 St 3 right Sittanavasal is known for the Sittanavasal Caves, a 
Jain shrine. Therefore, only two of the pairs are correctly matched.

150.	(c)
•	 Option (c) is correct: Madhyama-vyayoga is a Sanskrit play 
attributed to Bhasa who was a famous Sanskrit poet. The play 
revolves around the characters from the Mahabharata, focusing 
on an episode involving Bhima and his son Ghatotkacha.
•	 Option (a) is wrong: Kavyalankara by poet and literary 
theorist Bhamaha. It is a treatise on poetics and aesthetics, 
discussing various aspects of literary ornamentation and style.
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•	 Option (b) is wrong: Natyashastra by sage Bharata Muni.
•	 Option (d) is wrong: Mahabhashya by grammarian Patanjali. 
Hence, Option (c) is the correct answer.

151.	(c)
•	 Option (c) is correct: Sanghabhuti, an Indian Buddhist monk 
who traveled to China at the end of the fourth century AD, was 
the author of a commentary on Sarvastivada Vinaya.
•	 Option (a) is wrong: Prajnaparamita is a collection of ancient 
Mahayana Buddhist. 
•	 Option (b) is wrong: Visuddhimagga is a famous Theravada 
Buddhist commentary written by the Indian scholar Buddhaghosa.
•	 Option (d) is wrong: Lalitavistara is a Mahayana Buddhist 
text that narrates the life of Gautama Buddha. It covers various 
events from his birth to his enlightenment and beyond.

152.	(b)	 Option 1 is wrong: The ancient texts describe Mahavira as 
Nayaputta. Statement 2 and 3 are correct.

153.	(b)
•	 Pair 1 wrong:  Chandraketugarh is situated in West Bengal. 
It is likely a prominent trading 
•	 Pair 2 right:  Inamgaon, located in the Pune district of 
Maharashtra, India, is a Chalcolithic (Copper Age) sit.
•	 Pair 3 right:  Mangadu, aprehistoric site in Kerala for 
megalithic studies. 
•	 Pair 4 wrong:  Salihundam, situated in Andhra Pradesh, is 
not known for its rock-cut shrines.

	 Hence, Option (b) is the correct answer.
154.	(b)

•	 Statement 1 is wrong: The Parable of the Two Birds given 
in Upanishads.
•	 Statement 2 is correct: The first versions of the Puranas were 
likely composed between the 3rd and 10th centuries CE. Hence, 
Option (b) is the correct answer.



1.	 Which of the following is/are extra-constitutional and extralegal 
device(s) for securing cooperation and coordination between 
the States in India? � [1995]

	 1.	 The National Development Council
	 2.	 The Governor’s Conference
	 3.	 Zonal Councils
	 4.	 Inter-State Council
	 Codes:
	 (a)	1 & 2	 (b)	 1, 2 & 3	 (c)	3 & 4	 (d)	4 only
2.	 Which of the following are matters on which a constitutional 

amendment is possible only with the ratification of the 
legislature of not less than one-half of the states?� [1995]

	 1.	 Election of the President
	 2.	 Representation of states in the Parliament
	 3.	 Lists in the 7th Schedule
	 4.	 Abolition of the Legislature Council in a State
	 Codes:
	 (a)	1, 2 & 3	 (b)	 1, 2 & 4	 (c)	1, 3 & 4	 (d)	2, 3 & 4
3.	 Article 156 of the Constitution of India provides that a Governor 

shall hold office for a term of five year from the date on which 
he enters upon his office. Which of the following can be 
deduced from this?� [1995]

	 1.	 No Governor can be removed from office till completion 
of his term

	 2.	 No Governor can continue in office beyond five years
	 Codes:
	 (a)	1 only	 (b)	2 only
	 (c)	Both 1 & 2	 (d)	Neither 1 nor 2
4.	 What is not explicitly stated in the Constitution of India but 

followed as a convention? � [1995]
	 (a)	The Finance Minister is to be a Member of the Lower House
	 (b)	The Prime Minister has to resign if he loses the majority 

in the Lower House
	 (c)	All sections of India are to be represented in the Councils 

of Ministers
	 (d)	If both the President and the Vice-President demit office 

simultaneously before the end of the tenure, Speaker of 
the Lower House of the Parliament will officiate as the 
President

5.	 Which one of the following was not proposed by the 73rd 
Constitutional Amendment in the area of Panchayati Raj?

	 (a)	Thirty percent seats in all elected rural local bodies will be 
reserved for women candidates at all level� [1997]

	 (b)	The States will constitute their Finance Commissions to 
allocate resources to Panchayati Raj institutions

	 (c)	The Panchayati Raj functionaries will be disqualified to 
hold their offices if they have more than two children

	 (d)	The elections will be held in six months time if Panchayati 
Raj bodies are superceded or dissolved by the State 
government

6.	 Given below are two statements, one labelled as Assertion (A) 
and the other labelled as Reason (R).

	 Assertion (A) : Reservation of thirty-three percent of seats for 
women in Parliament and State Legislature does not require 
any Constitutional amendment:

	 Reason (R) : Political parties contesting elections can allocate 
thirty-three percent of seats they contest to women candidates 
without any Constitutional amendment.
In the context of the above two statements which one of the 
following is correct?� [1997]

	 (a)	Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation 
of A

	 (b)	Both A and R are true but R is not the correct explanation 
of A

	 (c)	A is true but R is false
	 (d)	A is false but R is true
7.	 Which of the following are/is stated in the Constitution of 

India?
	 1.	 The President shall not be a member of either House of 

Parliament
	 2.	 The Parliament shall consist of the President and two 

Houses
	 Choose the correct answer from the codes given below:
	 (a)	Neither 1 nor 2	 (b)	Both 1 & 2� [1997]
	 (c)	Only 1	 (d)	Only 2
8.	 In the following quotation,

“WE THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having solemnly resolved to 
constitute India into a Sovereign Socialist Secular Democratic 
Republic and to secure to all its citizens:
JUSTICE, social, economic and political; LIBERTY of thought, 
expression, belief faith and worship;
EQUALITY of status and of opportunity: and to promote among 
them all; FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the individual 
and the unity and the integrity of the Nation.
In our Constituent Assembly this ‘X’ do hereby adopt, enact 
and give to ourselves this Constitution.”,
‘X’ stands for:� [1997]

	 (a)	twenty-sixth day of January, 1950
	 (b)	twenty-sixth day of November, 1949
	 (c)	twenty-sixth day of January, 1949
	 (d)	None of the above
9.	 Which one of the following schedules of the Constitution of 

India contains provisions regarding anti-defection Act?	
	 (a)	Second Schedule	 (b)	Fifth Schedule� [1998]
	 (c)	Eighth Schedule	 (d)	Tenth Schedule
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10.	 The Constitution of India recognises:� [1999]
	 (a)	only religious minorities
	 (b)	only linguistic minorities
	 (c)	religious and linguistic minorities
	 (d)	religious, linguistic and ethnic minorities
11.	 Consider the following statements:

An amendment to the Constitution of India can be initiated 
by the:

	 1.	 Lok Sabha	 2.	 Rajya Sabha� [1999]
	 3.	 State Legislature	 4.	 President
	 Which of the above statements is/are correct?
	 (a)	Only 1	 (b)	1, 2 and 3
	 (c)	2, 3 and 4	 (d)	1 and 2
12.	 Consider the following statements about the recent amendments 

to the elections law by the Representation of the People 
(Amendment) Act 1996:� [1999]

	 1.	 Any conviction for the offence of insulting the Indian 
National flag or the Constitution of Indian shall entail 
disqualification for contesting elections to Parliament and 
State Legislatures for six year from the date of conviction

	 2.	 There is an increase in the security deposit which a 
candidate has to make to contest the election to the Lok 
Sabha

	 3.	 A candidate cannot now stand for election from more 
than one Parliament Constituency

	 4.	 No election will now be countermanded on the death of 
a contesting candidate

	 Which of the above statements are correct?
	 (a)	2 and 3	 (b)	1, 2 and 4
	 (c)	1 and 3	 (d)	1, 2, 3 and 4
13.	 The 73rd Constitution Amendment Act, 1992 refers to 

the:� [2000]
	 (a)	generation of gainful employment for the unemployed 

and the under employed men and women in rural areas
	 (b)	generation of employment for the able bodied adults 

who are in need and desirous of work during the lean 
agricultural season

	 (c)	laying the foundation for strong and vibrant Panchayati 
Raj institutions in the country

	 (d)	guarantee of right to life, liberty and security of person, 
equality before law and equal protection without 
discrimination

14.	 Which Article of the Constitution provides that it shall be 
the endeavour of every state to provide adequate facility 
for instruction in the mother tongue at the primary stage of 
education?� [2001]

	 (a)	Article 349	 (b)	Article 350
	 (c)	Article 350-A	 (d)	Article 351
15.	 Which one of the following statements correctly describes the 

Fourth Schedule of the Constitution of India?� [2001]
	 (a)	It lists the distribution of powers between the Union and 

the states
	 (b)	It contains the languages listed in the Constitution
	 (c)	It contains the provision regarding the administration of 

tribal areas.
	 (d)	It allocates seats in the Council of States

16.	 Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer using 
the codes given below the lists:� [2001]

		  List-I				    List-II
		  (Amendments to
		  the Constitution)
	 A.	 The Constitution	 1.	 Establishment of state
		  (Sixty-ninth Amendment)	 level Rent Tribunals 
		  Act, 1991
	 B.	 The Constitution	 2.	 No reservations for Scheduled
		  (Seventy-fifth Amendment)	 Castes in Panchayats in
		  Act. 1994		  Arunachal Pradesh
	 C.	 The Constitution	 3.	 Constitution of
		  (Eightieth Amendment)	 Panchayats in Villages
		  Act, 2000		  or at other local level
	 D.	 The Constitution	 4.	 Accepting the
		  (Eighty-third Amendment)	 recommendations of the
		  Act, 2000		  Tenth Finance Commission
			   5.	 According the status of
				    National Capital Territory
				    to Delhi
	 Codes:
		  A	 B	 C	 D		  A	 B	 C	 D
	 (a)	5	 1	 4	 2	 (b)	 1	 5	 3	 4
	 (c)	5	 1	 3	 4	 (d)	 1	 5	 4	 2
17.	 If a new state of the Indian Union is to be created, which one of 

the following schedules of the Constitution must be amended?
	 (a)	First	 (b)	 Second	 (c)	Third	 (d)	Fifth� [2001]
18.	 Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer using 

the codes given below the lists: � [2001]
		  List-I			   List-II
		  (Article of the			  (Content)
		  Constitution)
	 A.	 Article 54	 1.	 Election of the President of India
	 B.	 Article 75	 2.	 Appointment of the Prime Minister
	 C.	 Article 155	 3.	� Appointment of the Governor of a 

State
	 D.	 Article 164	 4.	� Appointment of the Chief Minister 

and Council of Ministers of a State
		  `	 5.	 Composition of Legislative Assemblies
	 Codes:
		  A	 B	 C	 D		  A	 B	 C	 D
	 (a)	1	 2	 3	 4	 (b)	 1	 2	 4	 5
	 (c)	2	 1	 3	 5	 (d)	 2	 1	 4	 3
19.	 Which one of the following amendments to the Indian 

Constitution empowers the President to send back any matter 
for reconsideration by the Council of Ministers?� [2002]

	 (a)	39th	 (b)	 40th	 (c)	42nd	 (d)	44th
20.	 The 93rd Constitution Amendment bill 2001 deals with the:

� [2002]
	 (a)	continuation of reservation for backward classes in 

government employment
	 (b)	free and compulsory education for all children between 

the age of 6 and 14 years
	 (c)	reservation of 30 percent posts for women in government 

recruitments
	 (d)	allocation of more number of parliamentary seats for 

recently created States
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21.	 Match List-I (Article of Indian Constitution) with 
List -II (Provisions) and select the correct answer using the 
codes given below the lists:� [2002]

		  List-I		  List-II
		  (Article of Indian		  (Provisions)
		  Constitution)
	 A.	 Article 16 (2)	 1.	� No person shall be deprived 

of his property save by the 
authority of law

	 B.	 Article 29 (2)	 2.	� No person can be discriminated 
against in the matter of public 
appointment on the ground of 
race, religious or caste

	 C.	 Article 30 (1)	 3.	� All minorities whether based 
on religion or language shall 
have to establish and administer 
educational institutions of their 
choice

	 D.	 Article 31 (1)	 4.	� No citizen shall be denied 
admission into any educational 
institution maintained by the 
State, or receiving State aid, 
on grounds of religion, race, 
caste, language or any of them

	 Codes :
		  A	 B	 C	 D		  A	 B	 C	 D
	 (a)	2	 4	 3	 1	 (b)	 3	 1	 2	 4
	 (c)	2	 1	 3	 4	 (d)	 3	 4	 2	 1
22.	 The purpose of the inclusion of Directive Principles of the State 

Policy in the Indian Constitution is to establish:� [2002]
	 (a)	political democracy
	 (b)	social democracy
	 (c)	Gandhian democracy
	 (d)	social and economic democracy
23.	 Which one of the following Articles of the Directive Principles 

of the State Policy deals with the promotion of international 
peace and security?� [2002]

	 (a)	51	 (b)	 48 A	 (c)	43 A	 (d)	41
24.	 The Ninth Schedule to the Indian Constitution was added by:
	 (a)	First Amendment	 (b)	Eighth Amendment� [2003]
	 (c)	Ninth Amendment	 (d)	Forty Second Amendment
25.	 Under which Article of the Indian Constitution did the President 

give his assent to the ordinance on electoral reforms when it 
was sent back to him by the Union Cabinet without making 
any changes (in the year 2002)?� [2003]

	 (a)	Article 121		  (b)	Article 122
	 (c)	Article 123		  (d)	Article 124
26.	 Under which Article of the Indian Constitution did the 

President make a reference to the Supreme Court to seek the 
Court’s opinion on the Constitutional validity of the Election 
Commission’s decision on deferring the Gujarat Assembly 
Elections (in the year 2002) ?

	 (a)	Article 142	 (b)	Article 143� [2003]
	 (c)	Article 144	 (d)	Article 145
27.	 Which one of the following Articles of the Indian Constitution 

provides that ‘It shall be the duty of the Union to protect every 
State against external aggression and internal disturbance’?
� [2003]

	 (a)	Article 215	 (b)	Article 275
	 (c)	Article 325	 (d)	Article 355

28.	 Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer:�[2003]
	 List-I (Item in the		  List-II (Country from
	 Indian Constitution)		  which it was derived)
	 A.	 Directive Principles	 1.	 Australia
		  of State Policy
	 B.	 Fundamental Rights	 2.	 Canada
	 C.	 Concurrent List in	 3.	 Ireland
		  Union-State Relations
	 D.	 India as a Union of	 4.	 United Kingdom
		  States with greater
		  powers to the Union
			   5.	 United States of America
	 Codes:
		  A	 B	 C	 D		  A	 B	 C	 D
	 (a)	5	 4	 1	 2	 (b)	 3	 5	 2	 1
	 (c)	5	 4	 2	 1	 (d)	 3	 5	 1	 2
29.	 Which of the following Constitutional Amendments are related 

to raising the number of Members of Lok Sabha to be elected 
from the States?� [2003]

	 (a)	6th & 22nd	 (b)	13th & 38th
	 (c)	7th & 31st	 (d)	11th & 42nd
30.	 Which one of the following schedules of the Indian Constitution 

lists the names of states and specifies their territories?�[2003]
	 (a)	First	 (b)	Second
	 (c)	Third	 (d)	Fourth
31.	 Which one of the following statements correctly describes the 

Fourth Schedule of the Constitution of India?� [2004]
	 (a)	It contains the scheme of the distribution of powers 

between the Union and the States
	 (b)	It contains the languages listed in the Constitution
	 (c)	It contains the provisions regarding the administration of 

tribal areas
	 (d)	It allocates seats in the Council of States
32.	 Which one of the following Articles of the Constitution of 

India says that the executive power of every State shall be 
so exercised as not to impede or prejudice the exercise of the 
executive power of the Union?� [2004]

	 (a)	Article 257	 (b)	Article 258
	 (c)	Article 355	 (d)	Article 358
33.	 Match List I (Articles of the Constitution of India) with List II 

(Provision) and select the correct answer using the codes given 
below the lists:� [2004]

		  List-I		  List II
	 A.	 Article 14	 1.	� The State shall not discriminate against 

any citizen on grounds only of religion, 
race, caste, sex place of birth or any of term

	 B.	 Article 15	 2.	� The State shall not deny to any person 
equality before the law or the equal 
protection of laws within the territory of 
India

	 C.	 Article 16	 3.	� ‘Untouchability’ is abolished and its 
practice in any from is forbidden

	 D.	 Article 17	 4.	� There shall be equality of opportunity 
for all citizens in matters relating to 
employment or appointment to any office 
under the State

	 Codes:
	 (a)	A-2	 B-4, C-1, D-3	 (b)	 A-3	 B-1, C-4, D-2
	 (c)	A-2	 B-1, C-4, D-3	 (d)	 A-3	 B-4, C-1, D-2
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34.	 Which Article of the Constitution of India says, ‘No child 
below the age of fourteen years shall the employed to work 
in any factory or mine or engaged in any other hazardous 
employment’?� [2004]

	 (a)	Article 24	 (b)	Article 45
	 (c)	Article 330	 (d)	Article 368
35.	 Consider the following statements:� [2005]
	 1.	 Part IX of the Constitution of India provisions for Panchyats 

and was inserted by the Constitution (Amendment) Act, 
1992.

	 2.	 Part IX A of the Constitution of India contains provisions for 
Municipalities and the Article 243 Q envisages two types 
of Municipalities a Municipal Council and a Municipal 
Corporation for every State.

	 Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
	 (a)	Only 1	 (b)	Only 2
	 (c)	Both 1 and 2	 (d)	Neither 1 nor 2
36.	 Consider the following statements:� [2005]
	 1.	 Article 371 A to 371 I were inserted in the Constitution 

of India to meet regional demands of Nagaland, Assam, 
Manipur, Andhra Pradesh, Sikkim, Mizoram, Arunchal 
Pradesh and Goa.

	 2.	 Constitution of India and the United States of America 
envisage a dual policy (The Union and the States) but a 
single cititzenship.

	 3.	 A naturalized citizen of India can never be deprived of his 
citizenship.

	 Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
	 (a)	1, 2 and 3	 (b)	1 and 3
	 (c)	3 only	 (d)	1 only
37.	 The Constitution (98th Amendment) Bill is related to: �[2005]
	 (a)	empowering the centre to levy and appropriate service tax
	 (b)	the Constitution of the National Judicial Commission
	 (c)	readjustment of electoral constituencies on the basis of the 

population census 2001
	 (d)	the demarcation of new boundaries between States.
38.	 Consider the following statements:� [2005]
	 1.	 The Constitution of India has 20 parts.
	 2.	 There are 390 Articles in the Constitution of India in all.
	 3.	 Ninth, Tenth, Eleventh and Twelfth Schedules were added to 

the Constitution of India by the Constitution (Amendment) 
Acts.

	 Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
	 (a)	1 & 2			   (b)	2 only	
	 (c)	3 only			   (d)	1, 2 & 3
39.	 Who among the following was the chairman of the Union 

Constitution Committee of the Constituent Assembly? �[2005]
	 (a)	B.R. Ambedkar	 (b)	J. B. Kripalani
	 (c)	Jawaharalal Nehru	 (d)	Alladi Krishnaswami Ayyar
40.	 Which one of the following subjects is under the Union List 

in the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution of India ?�[2006]
	 (a)	Regulation of labour and safety in mines and oilfields
	 (b)	Agriculture
	 (c)	Fisheries
	 (d)	Public Health

41.	 What does the 104th Constitution Amendment Bill related to?
	 (a)	Abolition of Legislative Councils in certain states.�[2006]
	 (b)	Introduction of dual citizenship for persons of Indian origin 

living outside India.
	 (c)	Providing quota to socially and educationally backward 

classes in private educational institutions.
	 (d)	Providing quota for religious minorities in the services 

under the central Government.
42.	 Which one among the following commission was set up 

in pursuance of a definite provision under an Article of the 
Constitution of India?	� [2006]

	 (a)	University Grants Commission
	 (b)	National Human Rights Commission
	 (c)	Election Commission
	 (d)	Central Vigilance Commission
43.	 Consider the following statements:� [2006]
	 1.	 Free and compulsory education to the children of 6-14 years 

age-group by the State by the seventy-sixth Amendment 
to the Constitution of India.

	 2.	 Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan seeks to provide computer education 
even in rural areas.

	 3.	 Education was included in the Concurrent List by the Forty-
second Amendment, 1976 to the Constitution of India’.

	 Which of the statements given above are correct?
	 (a)	1, 2 & 3	(b)	 1 & 2	 (c)	2 & 3	 (d)	1 & 3
44.	 Which of the following Constitution Amendment Acts seeks 

that the size of the Councils of Ministers at the Centre and 
in a State must not exceed 15 per cent of the total number of 
members in the Lok Sabha and the total number of members 
of the Legislative Assembly of that State, respectively?�[2007]

	 (a)	91st	 (b)	 93rd	 (c)	95th	 (d)	97th
45.	 Which of the following is/are included in the Directive 

Principles of the State Policy?� [2008]
	 1.	 Prohibition of traffic in human beings and forced labour
	 2.	 Prohibition of consumption except for medicinal purposes 

of intoxicating drinks and of other drugs which are 
injurious to health

	 Select the correct answer using the code given below:
	 Code:
	 (a)	1 only	 (b)	2 only
	 (c)	Both 1 and 2	 (d)	Neither 1 nor 2
46.	 Which Schedule of the Constitution of India contains :

Special provisions for the administration and control of 
Scheduled Areas in several States?� [2008]

	 (a)	Third	 (b)	 Fifth	 (c)	Seventh	 (d)	Ninth
47.	 Under which one of the following Constitution Amendment 

Acts, four languages were added to the list of languages under 
the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution of India, thereby raising 
their number to 22?� [2008]

	 (a)	Constitution (Ninetieth Amendment) Act
	 (b)	Constitution (Ninety-first Amendment) Act
	 (c)	Constitution (Ninety-second Amendment) Act
	 (d)	Constitution (Ninety-third Amendment) Act
48.	 Which one of the following Constitutional Amendments states 

that the total number of Ministers, including the Prime Minister, 
in the Council of Minister shall not exceed fifteen percent of the 
total number of members of the House of the People?� [2009]

	 (a)	90th	 (b)	 91st	 (c)	92 nd	 (d)	93 rd
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49.	 With reference to the Constitution of India, consider the 
following 

	 1.	 Fundamental Rights	 2.	 Fundamental Duties :�[2010]
	 3.	 Directive Principles of the State Policy

Which of the above provisions of the Constitution of India 
is/are fulfilled by the National Social Assistance Programme 
launched by the government of India?

	 (a)	1 only	 (b)	 3 only	 (c)	1 & 3 only	 (d)	1, 2 & 3
50.	 Under the Constitution of India, which one of the following is 

not a fundamental duty ?� [2011 - I]
	 (a)	To vote in public elections
	 (b)	To develop the scientific temper
	 (c)	To safeguard public property
	 (d)	To abide by the Constitution and respect its ideals
51.	 Consider the following provisions under the Directive 

Principles of State Policy as enshrined in the Constitution of 
India :� [2012 - I]

	 1.	 Securing for citizens of India a uniform civil code
	 2.	 Organizing village Panchayats
	 3.	 Promoting cottage industries in rural areas
	 4.	 Securing for all the workers reasonable leisure and cultural 

opportunities
Which of the above are the Gandhian Principles that are 
reflected in the Directive Principles of State Policy?

	 (a)	1, 2 and 4 only	 (b)	2 and 3 only
	 (c)	1, 3 and 4 only	 (d)	1, 2, 3 and 4
52.	 Which of the following special powers have been conferred 

on the Rajya Sabha by the Constitution of India?� [2012 - I]
	 (a)	To change the existing territory of a State and to change 

the name of a State
	 (b)	To pass a resolution empowering the Parliament to make laws 

in the State List and to create one or more All India Services
	 (c)	To amend the election procedure of the President and 

to determine the pension of the President after his/her 
retirement

	 (d)	To determine the functions of the Election Commission 
and to determine the number of Election Commissioners

53.	 Which of the following provisions of the Constitution of India 
have a bearing on Education?� [2012 - I]

	 1.	 Directive Principles of State Policy
	 2.	 Rural and Urban Local Bodies
	 3.	 Fifth Schedule
	 4.	 Sixth Schedule
	 5.	 Seventh Schedule
	 Select the correct answer using the codes given below :
	 (a)	1 & 2 only	 (b)	3, 4 & 5 only
	 (c)	1, 2 & 5 only	 (d)	1, 2, 3, 4 & 5
54.	 According to the Constitution of India, it is the duty of the 

President of India to cause to be laid before the Parliament 
which of the following?� [2012 - I]

	 1.	 The Recommendations of the Union Finance Commission
	 2.	 The Report of the Public Accounts Committee
	 3.	 The Report of the Comptroller and Auditor General
	 4.	 The Report of the National Commission for Scheduled 

Castes
	 Select the correct answer using the codes given below :
	 (a)	1 only	 (b)	2 & 4 only
	 (c)	1, 3 & 4 only	 (d)	1, 2, 3 & 4

55.	 Which of the following is/are among the Fundamental Duties 
of citizens laid down in the Indian Constitution? � [2012 - I]

	 1.	 To preserve the rich heritage of our composite culture
	 2.	 To protect the weaker sections from social injustice
	 3.	 To develop the scientific temper and spirit of inquiry
	 4.	 To strive towards excellence in all spheres of individual 

and collective activity
	 Select the correct answer using the codes given below :
	 (a)	1 & 2 only	 (b)	2 only
	 (c)	1, 3 & 4 only	 (d)	1, 2, 3 & 4
56.	 The distribution of powers between the Centre and the States 

in the Indian Constitution is based on the Act provided in the
	 (a)	Morley-Minto Reforms, 1909� [2012 - I]
	 (b)	Montagu-Chelmsford Act, 1919
	 (c)	Government of India Act, 1935
	 (d)	Indian Independence Act, 1947
57.	 With reference to Indian History, the Members of the 

Constituent Assembly from the Provinces were� [2013 - I]
	 (a)	directly elected by the people of those Provinces
	 (b)	nominated by the Indian National Congress and the 

Muslim League
	 (c)	elected by the Provincial Legislative Assemblies
	 (d)	selected by the Government for their expertise in 

constitutional matters
58.	 According to the Constitution of India, which of the following 

are fundamental for the governance of the country?�[2013 - I]
	 (a)	Fundamental Rights
	 (b)	Fundamental Duties
	 (c)	Directive Principles of State Policy
	 (d)	Fundamental Rights and Fundamental Duties
59.	 Consider the following statements:� [2013 - I]
	 1.	 An amendment to the Constitution of India can be initiated 

by an introduction of a bill in the Lok Sabha only.
	 2.	 If such an amendment seeks to make changes in the 

federal character of the Constitution, the amendment also 
requires to be ratified by the legislature of all the States 
of India.

	 Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
	 (a)	1 only	 (b)	2 only
	 (c)	Both 1 & 2	 (d)	Neither 1 nor 2
60.	 Which of the following bodies does not/do not find mention 

in the Constitution?� [2013 - I]
	 1.	 National Development Council
	 2.	 Planning Commission	 3.	 Zonal Councils
	 Select the correct answer using the codes given below.
	 (a)	1 & 2 only		  (b)	2 only
	 (c)	1 & 3 only		  (d)	1, 2 & 3
61.	 Consider the following statements:� [2013 - I]
	 1.	 National Development Council is an organ of the Planning 

Commission.
	 2.	 The Economic and Social Planning is kept in the Concurrent 

List in the Constitution of India.
	 3.	 The Constitution of India prescribes that Panchayats 

should be assigned the task of preparation of plans for 
economic development and social justice.

	 Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
	 (a)	1 only	 (b)	2 & 3 only
	 (c)	1 & 3 only	 (d)	1, 2 & 3
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62.	 ‘Economic Justice’ as one of the objectives of the Indian 
Constitution has been provided in� [2013 - I]

	 (a)	the Preamble and the Fundamental Rights
	 (b)	the Preamble and the Directive Principles of State Policy
	 (c)	the Fundamental Rights and the Directive Principles of 

State Policy
	 (d)	None of the above
63.	 Which one of the following Schedules of the Constitution of 

India contains provisions regarding anti-defection?�[2014 - I]
	 (a)	Second Schedule	 (b)	Fifth Schedule
	 (c)	Eighth Schedule	 (d)	Tenth Schedule
64.	 In the Constitution of India, promotion of international peace 

and security is included in the� [2014 - I]
	 (a)	Preamble to the Constitution
	 (b)	Directive Principles of State Policy
	 (c)	Fundamental Duties
	 (d)	Ninth Schedule
65.	 The provisions in Fifth Schedule and Sixth Schedule in the 

Constitution of India are made in order to� [2015-I]
	 (a)	protect the interests of Scheduled Tribes
	 (b)	determine the boundaries between States
	 (c)	determine the powers, authority and responsibilities of 

Panchayats
	 (d)	protect the interests of all the border States
66.	 Who/Which of the following is the custodian of the Constitution 

of India?	�  [2015-I]
	 (a)	The President of India	
	 (b)	The Prime Minister of India
	 (c)	The Lok Sabha Secretariat	
	 (d)	The Supreme court of India
67.	 "To uphold and protect the Sovereignty, Unity and Integrity of 

India" is a provision made in the� [2015-I]
	 (a)	Preamble of the Constitution
	 (b)	Directive Principles of State Policy
	 (c)	Fundamental Rights
	 (d)	Fundamental Duties
68.	 'The idea of Welfare State' in the Indian Constitution is 

enshrined in its� [2015-I]
	 (a)	Preamble
	 (b)	Directive Principles of State Policy
	 (c)	Fundamental Rights	
	 (d)	Seventh Schedule
69.	 Consider the following statements regarding the Directive 

Principles of State Policy:� [2015-I]
	 1.	 The Principles spell out the socio-economic democracy in 

the country.
	 2.	 The provisions contained in these Principles are not 

enforceable by any court.
	 Which of the statements given above is / are correct?
	 (a)	1 only	 (b)	2 only
	 (c)	Both 1 & 2	 (d)	Neither 1 nor 2
70.	 Which of the following statements is/are correct?� [2016-I]
	 1.	 A bill pending in the Lok Sabha lapses on its prorogation.
	 2.	 A bill pending in the Rajya Sabha, which has not been 

passed by the Lok Sabha, shall not lapse on dissolution of 
the Lok Sabha.

	 Select the correct answer using the code given below.
	 (a)	1 only	 (b)	2 only
	 (c)	Both 1 & 2	 (d)	Neither 1 nor 2

71.	 The Parliament of India acquires the power to legislate on any 
item in the State List in the national interest if a resolution to 
that effect is passed by the� [2016-I]

	 (a)	Lok Sabha by a simple majority of its total membership
	 (b)	Lok Sabha by a majority of not less than two-thirds of its 

total membership
	 (c)	Rajya Sabha by a simple majority of its total membership
	 (d)	Rajya Sabha by a majority of not less than two-thirds of its 

members present and voting
72.	 Which one of the following objectives is not embodied in the 

Preamble to the Constitution of India?� [2017-I]
	 (a)	Liberty of thought	 (b)	Economic liberty
	 (c)	Liberty of expression	 (d)	Liberty of belief
73.	 The mind of the makers of the Constitution of India is reflected 

in which of the following?� [2017-I]
	 (a)	The Preamble
	 (b)	The Fundamental Rights
	 (c)	The Directive Principles of State Policy
	 (d)	The Fundamental Duties
74.	 Which of the following are envisaged by the Right against 

Exploitation in the Constitution of India?� [2017-I]
	 1.	 Prohibition of traffic in human beings and forced labour
	 2.	 Abolition of untouchability
	 3.	 Protection of the interests of minorities
	 4.	 Prohibition of employment of children in factories and 

mines
	 Select the correct answer using the code given below:
	 (a)	1, 2 & 4 only	 (b)	2, 3 & 4 only
	 (c)	1 & 4 only	 (d)	1, 2, 3 & 4
75.	 Which one of the following statements is correct?� [2017-I]
	 (a)	Rights are claims of the State against the citizens.
	 (b)	Rights are privileges which are incorporated in the 

Constitution of a State.
	 (c)	Rights are claims of the citizens against the State.
	 (d)	Rights are privileges of a few citizens against the many.
76.	 Which of the following statements is/are true of the 

Fundamental Duties of an Indian citizen?� [2017-I]
	 1.	 A legislative process has been provided to enforce these 

duties.
	 2.	 They are correlative to legal duties.
	 Select the correct answer using the code given below:
	 (a)	1 only	 (b)	2 only
	 (c)	Both 1 & 2	 (d)	Neither 1 nor 2
77.	 In the context of India, which one of the following is the correct 

relationship between Rights and Duties?� [2017-I]
	 (a)	Rights are correlative with Duties.
	 (b)	Rights are personal and hence independent of society and 

Duties.
	 (c)	Rights, not Duties, are important for the advancement of 

the personality of the citizen.
	 (d)	Duties, not Rights, are important for the stability of the 

State.
78.	 Which principle among the 'following was added to the 

Directive Principles of State Policy by the 42nd Amendment 
to the Constitution?� [2017-I]

	 (a)	Equal pay for equal work for both men and women
	 (b)	Participation of workers in the management of industries
	 (c)	Right to work, education and public assistance
	 (d)	Securing living wage and human conditions of work to 

workers
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79.	 Consider the following statements:� [2017-I]
With reference to the Constitution of India, the Directive 
Principles of State Policy constitute limitations upon

	 1.	 legislative function.	 2.	 executive function.
	 Which of the above statements is/are correct?
	 (a)	1 only	 (b)	2 only
	 (c)	Both 1 and 2	 (d)	Neither 1 nor 2
80.	 Consider the following statements :� [2018-I]
	 1.	 The Parliament of India can place a particular law in the 

Ninth Schedule of the Constitution of Indi(a)
	 2.	 The validity of a law placed in the Ninth Schedule cannot 

be examined by any court and no judgement can be made 
on it.

	 Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?
	 (a)	1 only	 (b)	2 only
	 (c)	Both 1 & 2	 (d)	Neither 1 nor 2
81.	 In the federation established by The Government on India Act 

of 1935. Residuary Power were given to the� [2018-I]
	 (a)	Federal Legislature	 (b)	Governor General
	 (c)	Provincial Legislature	 (d)	Provincial Governors
82.	 Which one of the following reflects the nicest, appropriate 

relationship between law and liberty?� [2018-I]
	 (a)	If there are more laws, there is less liberty.
	 (b)	If there are no laws, there is no liberty.
	 (c)	If there is liberty, laws have to be made by the people.
	 (d)	If laws are changed too often, liberty is in danger.
83.	 Which of the following are regarded as the main features of 

the "Rule of Law" ?� [2018-I]
	 1.	 Limitation of powers
	 2.	 Equality before law
	 3.	 People's responsibility to the Government
	 4.	 Liberty and civil rights
	 Select the correct answer using the code given below:
	 (a)	1 & 3 only	 (b)	2 & 4 only
	 (c)	1, 2 & 4 only	 (d)	1, 2, 3 & 4
84.	 Right to Privacy is protected as an intrinsic part of Right to Life 

and Personal Liberty. Which of the following in the Constitution 
of India correctly and appropriately imply the above statement?

	 (a)	Article 14 and the provisions under the 42nd Amendment 
to the Constitution� [2018-I]

	 (b)	Article 17 and the Directive Principles of State Policy 
in Part IV

	 (c)	Article 21 and the freedoms guaranteed in Part. III
	 (d)	Article 24 and the provisions under the 44th Amendment 

to the Constitution
85.	 Consider the following statements :� [2019-I]
	 1.	 The 44th Amendment to the Constitution of India 

introduced an Article placing the election of the Prime 
Minister beyond judicial review.

	 2.	 The Supreme Court of India struck down the 99th 
Amendment to the Constitution of India as being violative 
of the independence of the judiciary.

	 Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
	 (a)	1 only	 (b)	2 only
	 (c)	Both 1 & 2	 (b)	Neither 1 nor 2

86.	 Consider the following statements : � [2019-I]
	 1.	 The motion to impeach a judge of the supreme court of 

India cannot be rejected by the speaker of the Lok Sabha 
as per the Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968.

	 2.	 The constitution of India defines and gives details of what 
constitutes 'incapacity and proved misbehaviour' of the 
judges of the Supreme Court of India.

	 3.	 The details of the process of the impeachment of the judges 
of the Supreme Court of India are given in the judges 
(Inquiry) Act, 1968.

	 4.	 If the motion of the impeachment of a judge is taken up 
for voting, the law requires the motion to be backed by 
each house of the parliament and supported by a majority 
of total membership of that house and by not less than 
two-thirds of total members of that House present and 
voting.

	 Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
	 (a)	1 and 2	 (b)	3 only
	 (c)	3 and 4 only	 (d)	1, 3 and 4
87.	 Under which schedule of the Constitution of India can the 

transfer of tribal land to private parties for mining be declared 
null and void?� [2019-I]

	 (a)	Third Schedule	 (b)	Fifth Schedule
	 (c)	Ninth Schedule	 (d)	Twelfth Schedule
88.	 With reference to the constitution of India, prohibition or 

limitations or provisions contained in ordinary laws cannot 
act as prohibitions or limitations on the constitutional powers 
under Article 142. It could mean which one of the following? 

	 (a)	The decisions taken by the Election Commision of India 
while discharging its duties can not be challenged in any 
court of law.� [2019-I]

	 (b)	The Supreme Court of India is not constrained in the 
exercise of its powers by laws made by the parliament.

	 (c)	In the event of grave financial crises in the country, the 
President of India can declare Financial Emergency without 
the counsel from the cabinet.

	 (d)	State Legislatures can not make laws on certain matters 
without the concurrence of the Union legislature.

89.	 With reference to the Constitution of India, consider the 
following statements :� [2019-I]

	 1.	 No High Court shall have the jurisdiction to declare any 
central law to be constitutionally invalid.

	 2.	 An amendment to the Constitution of India cannot be called 
into question by the Supreme Court of India.

	 Which of the statements given above is/ are correct?
	 (a)	1 only	 (b)	2 only
	 (c)	Both 1 & 2	 (d)	Neither 1 nor 2
90.	 A parliamentary system of government is one in which
	 (a)	All political parties in the parliament are represented in the 

government� [2020-I]
	 (b)	The government is responsible to the parliament and can 

be remove by it
	 (c)	The government is elected by the people and can be 

removed by them
	 (d)	The government is chosen by the parliament but cannot be 

removed by it before completion of a fixed term
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91.	 Which part of the Constitution of India declares the ideal of 
Welfare state?� [2020-I]

	 (a)	Directive principles of state policy
	 (b)	Fundamental rights
	 (c)	Preamble
	 (d)	Seventh schedule
92.	 Consider the following statements:� [2020-I]
	 1.	 The Constitution of India defines its ‘basic structure’ in 

terms of federalism, secularism, fundamental rights and 
democracy.

	 2.	 The Constitution of India provides for ‘judicial review’ to 
safeguard the ‘citizens’ liberties and to preserve the ideals 
on which the constitution is based.

	 Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
	 (a)	1 only	 (b)	2 only
	 (c)	Both 1 & 2	 (d)	Neither 1 nor 2
93.	 One common agreement between Gandhism and Marxism is
	 (a)	The final goal of a stateless society� [2020-I]
	 (b)	Class struggle
	 (c)	Abolition of private property
	 (d)	Economic determinism
94.	 The Preamble to the Constitution of India is� [2020-I]
	 (a)	A part of the Constitution but has no legal effect
	 (b)	Not a part of the Constitution and has no legal effect either
	 (c)	A part of the Constitution and has the same legal effect as 

any other part
	 (d)	A part of the Constitution but has no legal effect 

independently of other parts
95.	 With reference to the provisions contained in part IV of the 

constitution of India, which of the following statements is/are 
correct?� [2020-I]

	 1.	 They shall be enforceable by courts
	 2.	 They shall not be enforceable by any court
	 3.	 The principles laid down in this part are to influence the 

making of laws by the state
	 Select the correct answer using the code given below
	 (a)	1 only	 (b)	2 only
	 (c)	1 & 3 only	 (d)	2 & 3 only
96.	 Other than the Fundamental Rights, which of the following 

parts of the Constitution of India reflect/reflects the principles 
and provisions of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
(1948)?� [2020-I]

	 1.	 Preamble
	 2.	 Directive Principles of State Policy
	 3.	 Fundamental Duties
	 Select the correct answer using the code given below:
	 (a)	1 & 2 only	 (b)	2 only
	 (c)	1 & 3 only	 (d)	1, 2 & 3
97.	 Under the Indian constitution concentration of wealth violates
	 (a)	The right to equality� [2021-I]
	 (b)	The Directive Principles of State Policy
	 (c)	The Right to freedom
	 (d)	the Concept of Welfare
98.	 What was the exact constitutional status of India on 26th 

January, 1950?� [2021-I]
	 (a)	A democratic Republic
	 (b)	A Sovereign Democratic Republic
	 (c)	A Sovereign Secular Democratic Republic
	 (d)	A Sovereign Socialist Secular Democratic Republic

99.	 Which one of the following best defines the term “State”?
	 (a)	A community of persons permanently occupying a definite 

territory independent of external control and possessing an 
organized government.� [2021-I]

	 (b)	A politically organized people of a definite territory and 
possessing an authority to govern them, maintain law and 
order, protect their natural rights and safeguard their means 
of sustenance.

	 (c)	A number of persons who have been living in a definite 
territory for a very long time with their own culture, 
tradition and government.

	 (d)	A society permanently living in a definite with a central 
authority, an executive responsible to the central authority 
and an independent judiciary.

100.	With reference to India, consider the following statements:
	 1.	 There is only one citizenship and one domicile.�[2021-I]
	 2.	 A citizen by birth only can become the Head of State.
	 3.	 A foreigner once granted citizenship cannot be deprived 

of it under any circumstances.
	 Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
	 (a)	1 only	 (b)	2 only
	 (c)	1 and 3	 (d)	2 and 3
101.	Consider the following statements:� [2021-I]
	 1.	 In India, there is no law restricting the candidates 

from contesting in one Lok Sabha election from three 
constituencies.

	 2.	 In 1991 Lok Sabha Election, Shri Devi Lal contested 
from three Lok Sabha constituencies.

	 3.	 As per the existing rules, if a candidate contests in 
one Lok Sabha election from many constituencies, his/
her party should bear the cost of bye-elections to the 
constituencies vacated by him/her in the event of him/
her winning in all the constituencies.

	 Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
	 (a)	1 only	 (b)	2 only
	 (c)	1 and 3	 (d)	2 and 3
102.	Consider the following statements : � [2022-I]
	 1.	 Pursuant to the report of H.N. Sanyal Committee, the 

Contempt of Courts Act, 1971 was passed. 
	 2.	 The Constitution of India empowers the Supreme 

Court and the High Courts to punish for contempt of 
themselves. 

	 3.	 The Constitution of India defines Civil Contempt and 
Criminal Contempt.

	 4.	 In India, the Parliament is vested with the powers to 
make laws on Contempt of Court. 

	 Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 
	 (a)	1 and 2 only	 (b)	1, 2 and 4 
	 (c)	3 and 4 only	 (d)	3 only 
103.	Consider the following statements : � [2022-I]
	 1.	 A bill amending the Constitution requires a prior 

recommendation of the President of India. 
	 2.	 When a Constitution Amendment Bill is presented to 

the President of India, it is obligatory for the President 
of India to give his/her assent. 

	 3.	 A Constitution Amendment Bill must be passed by 
both the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha by a special 
majority and there is no provision for joint sitting. 
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	 Which of the statements given above are correct ? 
	 (a)	1 and 2 only	 (b)	2 and 3 only 
	 (c)	1 and 3 only	 (d)	1, 2 and 3 
104.	Consider the following statements : � [2022-I]
	 1.	 The Constitution of India classifies the ministers into 

four ranks viz. Cabinet Minister, Minister of State with 
Independent Charge, Minister of State and Deputy 
Minister. 

	 2.	 The total number of ministers in the Union Government, 
including the Prime Minister, shall not exceed 15 percent 
of the total number of members in the Lok Sabha.

	 Which of the statements given above is/are correct ? 
	 (a)	1 only	 (b)	2 only 
	 (c)	Both 1 and 2	 (d)	Neither 1 nor 2 
105.	Consider the following organizations/bodies in India:
� [2023-I]
	 1.	 The National Commission for Backward Classes
	 2.	 The National Human Rights Commission
	 3.	 The National Law Commission
	 4.	 The National Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission
	 How many of the above are constitutional bodies?
	 (a)	Only one	 (b)	Only two
	 (c)	Only three	 (d)	All four 
106.	Consider the following statements:� [2023-I]
	 1.	 According to the Constitution of India, the Central 

Government has a duty to protect States from internal 
disturbances.

	 2.	 The Constitution of India exempts the States from providing 
legal counsel to person being held for preventive detention

	 3.	 According to the Prevention of Terrorism Act, 2002, 
confession of the accused before the police cannot be 
used as evidence.

	 How many of the above statements are correct?
	 (a)	Only one	 (b)	Only two
	 (c)	All three	 (d)	None
107.	Which one of the following statements best reflects the Chief 

purpose of the ‘Constitution’ of a country?� [2023-I]
	 (a)	It determines the objective for the making of necessary 

laws.
	 (b)	It enables the creation of political offices and a government.
	 (c)	It defines and limits the powers of government.
	 (d)	It secures social justice, social equality and social security
108.	Consider the following statements :� [2023-I]
	 1.	 If the election of the President of India is declared void 

by the Supreme Court of India, all acts done by him/her 
in the performance of duties of his/her office of President 
before the date of decision becomes invalid.

	 2.	 Election for the post of the President of India can be 
postponed on the ground that some Legislative Assemblies 
have been dissolved and elections are yet to take place.

	 3.	 When a Bill is presented to the President of India, the 
Constitution prescribes time limits within which he/she 
has to declare his/ her assent.

	 How many of the above statements are correct?
	 (a)	Only one	 (b)	Only two
	 (c)	All three	 (d)	None 

109.	With reference to Finance Bill and Money Bill in the Indian 
Parliament, consider the following statements :� [2023-I]

	 1.	 When the Lok Sabha transmits Finance Bill to the Rajya 
Sabha, it can amend or reject the Bill.

	 2.	 When the Lok Sabha transmits Money Bill to the Rajya 
Sabha, it cannot amend or reject the Bill, it can only 
make recommendations.

	 3.	 In the case of disagreement between the Lok Sabha and 
the Rajya Sabha, there is no joint sitting for Money Bill, 
but a joint sitting becomes necessary for Finance Bill.

	 How many of the above statements are correct?
	 (a)	Only one	 (b)	Only two
	 (c)	All three	 (a)	None
110.	Consider the following statements in respect of election to the 

President of India:� [2023-I]
	 1.	 The members nominated to either House of the Parliament 

or the Legislative Assemblies of States are also eligible 
to be included in the Electoral College.

	 2.	 Higher the number of Elective Assembly seats, higher is 
the value of vote of each MLA of that State.

	 3.	 The value of vote of each MLA of Madhya Pradesh is 
greater than that of Kerala.

	 4.	 The value of vote of each MLA of Puducherry is higher 
than that of Arunachal Pradesh because the ratio of total 
population to total number of elective seats in Puducherry 
is greater as compared to Arunachal Pradesh.

	 How many of the above statements are correct?
	 (a)	Only one	 (b)	Only two
	 (c)	Only three	 (d)	All four
111.	In India, which one of the following Constitutional 

Amendments was widely believed to be enacted to overcome 
the judicial interpretations of Fundamental Rights?� [2023-I]

	 (a)	1st Amendment	 (b)	42nd Amendment
	 (c)	44th Amendment	 (d)	86th Amendment 
112.	Consider the following statements in respect of the Constitution 

Day:� [2023-I]
	 Statement-I: The Constitution Day is celebrated on 26th 

November every year to promote constitutional values among 
citizens.

	 Statement-II: On 26th November, 1949, the Constituent 
Assembly of India set up a Drafting Committee under the 
Chairmanship of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar to prepare a Draft 
Constitution of India.

	 Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above 
statements?

	 (a)	Both Statement-I and Statement-II are correct and 
Statement-II is the correct explanation for Statement-I

	 (b)	Both Statement-I and Statement-II are correct and 
Statement-II is not the correct explanation for Statement-I

	 (c)	Statement-I is correct but Statement-II is incorrect
	 (d)	Statement-I is incorrect but Statement-II is correct
113.	 With reference to the Speaker of the Lok Sabha, consider the 

following statements : 				           [2024-I]
	 While any resolution for the removal of the Speaker of the 

Lok Sabha is under consideration
	 1.	 He/She shall not preside.
	 2.	 He/She shall not have the right to speak.
	 3.	 He/She shall not be entitled to vote on the resolution in 

the first instance.
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Hints & Explanations

	 Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
	 (a)	 1 only	 (b)	 1 and 2 only
	 (c)	 2 and 3 only	 (d)	 1, 2 and 3
114.	 With reference to Union Budget, consider the following 

statements:				           [2024-I]
	 1.	 The Union Finance Minister on behalf of the Prime 

Minister lays the Annual Financial Statement before both 
the Houses of Parliament.

	 2.	 At the Union level, no demand for a grant can be made 
except on the recommendation of the President of India.

	 Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?
	 (a)	 1 only	 (b)	 2 only
	 (c)	 Both 1 and 2	 (d)	 Neither 1 nor 2

115.	 Who was the Provisional President of the Constituent 
Assembly before Dr. Rajendra Prasad took over?      [2024-I]

	 (a)	 C. Rajagopalachari
	 (b)	 Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
	 (c)	 T.T. Krishnamachari
	 (d)	 Dr. Sachchidananda Sinha
116.	 As per Article 368 of the Constitution of India, the Parliament 

may amend any provision of the Constitution by way of:
[2024-I]

	 1.	 Addition	 2.	 Variation
	 3.	 Repeal
	 Select the correct answer using the code given below:
	 (a)	 1 and 2 only	 (b)	 2 and 3 only
	 (c)	 1 and 3 only	 (d)	 1, 2 and 3

1.	 (b) Best answer is 1, 2 and 3. Because only Inter State Council 
is a constitutional body under article 263. So option 4 should not 
be included.

	

	 •  The NDC was officially established on August 
6, 1952, through an executive resolution of the Government 
of India.
•  Section 15 of the States Reorgnization Act 1956 provides 
that there shall be a Zonal Council for each of the five zones 
of the country.

2.	 (a)	 Under Article 169(1) of constitution of India. Parliament may 
by law provide for the abolition of the Legislative Council of a 
State having such a council or for the creation of such a council 
in a state having no such council, if the Legislative Assembly of 
the state passes a resolution to that effect by a majority of the total 
membership of the Assembly and by a majority of not less than 
two-thirds of the members of the Assembly present and voting.

3.	 (d)	 According to Article 156, the Governor shall hold office during 
the pleasure of the President, the Governor may, by writing under 
his hand addressed to the President, resign his office. Subject to 
the foregoing provisions of this article, a Governor shall hold for a 
term of five years from the date on which he enters upon his office. 
Provided that a Governor shall, notwithstanding the expiration of 
his term, continue to hold office until his successor enters upon 
his office.

4.	 (c)	 •  A person who is not a member of either House of Parliament 
can also be appointed as a minister. But, within six months, he 
must become a member (either by election or by nomination) of 
either House of Parliament, otherwise, he ceases to be a minister.
•	 So long as the Prime Minister enjoys the majority support in 
the Lok Sabha, he cannot be dismissed by the President. However, 
if he loses the confidence of the Lok Sabha, he must resign or the 
President can dismiss him.
•	 When vacancies occur in the offices of the president and 
the vice president simultaneously, owing to removal, death, 
resignation of the incumbent or otherwise, the chief justice—or 
in their absence, the senior-most judge of the Supreme Court of 
India available—discharges the functions of the president. Thus 
Statement (c) is correct.

5.	 (*)	 Statement given under option (c) is not mentioned in 73rd 
amendment act. But this norm is applied in Haryana, Rajasthan, 
MP, Odisha and Andhra Pradesh. The act provides for the 
reservation of not less than one-third of the total number of seats 
for women (including the number of seats reserved for women 
belonging the SCs and STs). Further, not less than one-third of 
the total number of offices of chairpersons in the panchayats at 
each level shall be reserved for women. Hence statement (a) is 
wrong. Thus both statements (a) and (c) were not proposed by 
the 73rd Constitutional Amendment.

6.	 (d)	 Assertion is wrong as reservation for women in Parliament 
and state legislature would require a constitutional amendment.

7.	 (b)	 Statement 1 is correct as per provisions under Article 59. 
Statement 2 is correct as according to Article 79, Parliament shall 
consist of the President and two Houses.

8.	 (b)	 The Constitution of India was enacted on Nov. 26, 1949 but 
it was commenced on Jan. 26, 1950.

9.	 (d)	 Tenth schedule was added by the 52nd Constitutional 
Amendment Act, 1985. It provides for anti-defection law.

10.	 (c)	 The Constitution of India recognizes religious and linguistic 
minorities under article 29 and 30 (Cultural and Educational 
rights). However it does not define the term Minority.

	

	 https://www.minorityaffairs.gov.in/sites/default/files/
volume-1.pdf Chapter 3 RELIGIOUS MINORITIES AND THEIR 
STATUS, Page no.-112

SOURCESOURCE

11.	 (d)	 An amendment to the Constitution of India can be initiated by 
either House of Parliament under article 368. It does not require 
the President's recommendation.

12.	 (b)	 Statement 3 is incorrect as a candidate shall not be allowed to 
contest from more than two constituencies, it also adds options 1 
and 2.

13.	 (c)	 73rd Amendment Act added Eleventh Schedule to the 
Constitution and Part IX, which provides for the Panchayati Raj 
System.

	
	 New NCERT, Class 11 Political Science, Chapter 8 
Local Governments, Page no.-181-183

SOURCESOURCE

14.	 (c)	 Article 350A was inserted by 7th Constitutional Amendment 
act 1956. It says, it shall be the endeavour of every State and 
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of every local authority within the State to provide adequate 
facilities for instruction in the mother-tongue at the primary stage 
of education to children belonging to linguistic minority groups; 
and the President may issue such directions to any State as he 
considers necessary or proper for securing the provision of such 
facilities.

	

	 Article 349 – Special Procedure for enactment of 
certain laws relating to language; Article 350 – Language to 
be used in representations for redress of grievances; Article 
350 B- Special officer for linguistic minorities; Article 351 
– Directive for development of the Hindi language.

15.	 (d)	 Fourth schedule allocates seats in the Council of States i.e. 
Rajya Sabha.

16.	 (a)

(A) The consititution (69th 
Amendment Act, 1991)

5. �According the status of 
National Capital Territory 
to Delhi

(B) The constitution (75th 
Amendment) Act - 1994

1. �Establishment of state 
level rent tribunal

(C) The constitution (80th 
Amendment) Act, 2000

4. �Accepting the 
recommendations of the 
tenth finance commission.

(D) The constitution (83rd 
Amendments Act 2000)

2. �No reservations for 
scheduled castes in 
panchayats in Arunachal 
Pradesh.

17.	 (a)	 First schedule contains names of the States and UTs, that’s 
why it should be amended, if a new state is created.

	

	 A new state is established as per article 2 which 
brings about amendment in 1st and 4th schedule.

18.	 (a)

(Article of the 
constitution)

(Contents)

Article 54 Election of the president of India
Article 75 Appointment of the Prime Minister
Article 155 Appointment of the Governer of a state
Article 164 Appointment of the Chief Minister and 

council of ministers of a state
19.	 (d)	 The 44th Amendment (1978) however added that the President 

can send the advice back for reconsideration once. But if the 
Council of Ministers sends the same advice again to the President 
then the President must accept it. The amendment went into effect 
from 20 June, 1979.

	

	 The 42nd amendment, Article 74(1) stated that, 
"there shall be a Council of Ministers with the Prime Minister 
at the head to aid and advise the President in the exercise of his 
functions". However, there was a slight ambiguity whether the 
advice of the Council of Ministers is binding on the President. 
Forty-second Amendment Act 1976 made it explicit that the 
President shall, "act in accordance with such advice". The 
amendment went into effect from 3 January, 1977.

20.	 (a)	 According to 93rd Amendment bill every Child of the age 
group of 6-14 years shall have right to free and compulsory 

Education. No child is liable to pay any kind of fee/ capitation 
fee/ charges. A collection of capitation fee invites a fine up to 10 
times the amount collected.

	

          Eighty-Sixth Amendment Act, 2002: It made 
elementary education a fundamental right. The newly-added 
Article 21-A declares that “the State shall provide free and 
compulsory education to all children of the age of six to 
fourteen years in such manner as the State may determine”.

 
21.	 (a) These are Fundamental Rights under Part III of the Constitution, 

from Art 14 – 32.
22.	 (d)	 The purpose of Directive Principles of State Policy is to 

establish the social and economic democracy. Political democracy 
is established by the Fundamental Rights.

	

	 Directive principles of state policy have been 
envisaged on socialist and Gandhian principles. Mahatma 
Gandhi’s thoughts on sanitation, non-violence, equality, 
and nationality have been induced in DPSP through various 
provisions like Art 40, Art 43, Art 46, Art 47, and Art 48.

23.	 (a)	 Article 51in the Constitution of India deals with Promotion 
of international peace and security. The State shall endeavour 
to – (a) promote international peace and security;(b) maintain 
just and honourable relations between nations;(c) foster respect 
for international law and treaty obligations in the dealings of 
organised peoples with one another; and (d) encourage settlement 
of international disputes by arbitration.

24.	 (a)	 First Amendment Act, 1951 added Ninth Schedule to protect 
the land reform and other laws included in it from the judicial 
review.

25.	 (c)	 President can issue Ordinance under Article 123.
26.	 (b)	 The Constitution under Article 143 authorises the President 

to seek the opinion of the Supreme Court in the two categories of 
matters:
•	 On any question of law or fact of public importance which 
has arisen or which is likely to arise.
•	 On any dispute arising out of any pre-constitution treaty, 
agreement, covenant, engagement, sanad or other similar 
instruments.

27.	 (d)	 According Article 355, it shall be the duty of the Union to protect 
every State against external aggression and internal disturbance and to 
ensure that the government of every State is carried on in accordance 
with the provisions of this Constitution.

	

	 Article 355 is a part of emergency provisions 
contained in Part XVIII of the Constitution of India, from 
Article 352 to 360. The provision is designed to ensure that the 
government can act swiftly and decisively in the event of any 
disturbance or threat to the peace and security of the country.

28.	 (d)	 Borrowed features from different countries are correct.
29.	 (c)	 Seventh Amendment Act, 1956 abolished the existing 

classification of states into four categories i.e., Part A, Part B, 
Part C and Part D states, and reorganised them into 14 states and 
6 union territories. Consequently, Thirty-First Amendment Act, 
1972 increased the number of Lok Sabha seats from 525 to 545. 

30.	 (a)	 The 'First Schedule' of the constitution deals with list of States 
and Union Territories.
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31.	 (d)	 Fourth Schedule provides for the number of seats allocated 
to each state or union territory in the Council of States (Rajya 
sabha).

32.	 (a)	 Article 257 in the Constitution states that the executive power 
of every State shall be so exercised as not to impede or prejudice 
the exercise of the executive power of the Union, and the executive 
power of the Union shall extend to the giving of such directions to 
a State as may appear to the Government of India to be necessary 
for that purpose.

	

	 Article 258: Power of the Union to confer powers 
on the States in certain cases; Article 355: Duty of the Union 
to protect States against external aggression and internal 
disturbance; Article 358: Suspension of provisions of Article 
19 during emergencies.

33.	 (c)	 These are Fundamental rights under Part III of the Constitution.
34.	 (a)	 Article 24 of the constitution states that, no child below the 

age of fourteen years shall be employed to work in any factory or 
mine or engaged in any other hazardous employment.

35.	 (a)	73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments were passed by 
Parliament in December, 1992. Through these amendments 
local self-governance was introduced in rural and urban 
India. The Acts came into force as the constitution (73rd 
Amendment) Act, 1992 on April 24, 1993 and the constitution 
(74th Amendment) Act, 1992 on June 1, 1993. These 
amendments added two new parts to the constitution, namely, 
73rd Amendment added part IX titled "The Panchayats" and 
74th Amendment added part IXA titled "The Municipalities". 
Article 243Q deals Constitution of Municipalities. – (1) 
There shall be constituted in every State,– (a) A Nagar 
Panchayat (by whatever name called) for a transitional 
area, that is to say, an area in transition from a rural area 
to an urban area; (b) A Municipal Council for a smaller 
urban area; and (c) A Municipal Corporation for a larger 
urban area, in accordance with the provisions of this Part.

	
	 New NCERT, Class 11 Political Science, Chapter 
8, Local Governments, Page no.-181-183

SOURCESOURCE

36.	 (d)	 Article 371 A to I deals with special provisions to -Nagaland, 
Assam, Manipur, Andhra Pradesh, Sikkim, Mizoram, Arunachal 
Pradesh and Goa. 
•	 Though the Indian Constitution is federal and envisages a dual 
polity (Centre and states), it provides for only a single citizenship, 
that is, the Indian citizenship. The citizens in India owe allegiance 
only to the Union. There is no separate state citizenship. The other 
federal states like USA and Switzerland, on the other hand, adopted 
the system of double citizenship. Thus, statement 2 is not correct.
•	 The Central Government may, by order, deprive any such 
citizen of Indian citizenship, if it is satisfied that the registration 
or certificate of naturalisation was obtained by means of fraud, 
false representation or the concealment of any material fact. Thus, 
statement 3 is not correct.

37.	 (b)	 The Constitution 98th Amendment Bill, 2003, seeks to 
constitute a National Judicial Commission (NJC) by including 
Chapter IV-A in Part V of the Constitution which will be in charge 
of appointing judges to the higher judiciary and for transferring 
High Court Judges.

	

	 The Constitution (98th Amendment) Bill, 2003 
lapsed with the dissolution of the 13th Lok Sabha in February, 
2004.

38.	 (c)	 The Indian Constitution originally contained 395 Articles, 8 
Schedules, and 22 Parts of Indian Constitution. Later, three parts 
were added as modifications, namely 9A Municipalities, 9B Co-
operative societies, and 14A tribunals, bringing the total to 25. 
The Indian Constitution now consists of 448 Articles, 25 Parts, 
and 12 Schedules. Thus statements 1 and 2 are incorrect.Ninth 
Schedule was added by 1st Constitutional Amendment Act, 1951. 
Tenth Schedule was added by 52nd Constitutional Amendment 
Act, 1985. Eleventh Schedule was added by 73rd Constitutional 
Amendment Act, 1992. Twelfth Schedule was added by 74th 
Constitutional Amendment Act, 1992. Thus only statement 3 is 
correct

39.	 (c)	 Chairman of different Committees of Constituent Assembly: 
Union Power Committee – Jawaharlal Nehru, Drafting Committee 
– B R Ambedkar, Flag Committee – J B Kriplani, Fundamental 
Rights and Minority Committee – Vallabh Bhai Patel, Provincial 
Constitution Committee – Vallabh Bhai Patel. Jawaharlal Nehru 
was the chairman of the Union Constitution Committee.

40.	 (a)	 Agriculture (Entry 14), Fisheries (Entry 21), Public Health (Entry 
6) are in the State List. Regulation of Labour and safety in mines and 
oil fields is in the Union list under Entry 55 (Art 246).

	

	 Subjects for the Union and states have been 
separately mentioned in the constitution as Union list and State 
list. A third list is also mentioned which is named as concurrent 
list. Union and state both can make laws on subjects mentioned 
in Concurrent list.

41.	 (c)	 The Indian Parliament has passed the 104th Constitution 
Amendment Bill, providing reservations for the socially and 
educationally backward classes, besides the Scheduled Classes 
and Scheduled Tribes, in all private aided and unaided educational 
institutions.

42.	 (c)	 Superintendence, direction and control of elections to be vested 
in an Election Commission under Article 324.

43.	 (c)	 Statement 1 is incorrect as this provision was added by 86th 
Amendment Act (not 76th ).

	 Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan seeks to provide computer education to 
bridge the digital divide. 42nd amendment Act 1976 shifted five 
subjects from the state list to the concurrent list, viz, education, 
forests, protection of wild animals and birds, weights and measures 
and administration of justice, constitution and organisation of 
all courts except the Supreme Court and the high courts.Thus, 
statements 2 and 3 are correct.

	

	 Right to free and compulsory education was 
observed by Supreme court in one of its judgement and on the 
basis of that 86th amendment was done to provide for free and 
compulsory education to 6-14 years of children in schools.

44.	 (a)	 The given provision has been added by 91st constitutional 
Amendment Act, 2003. The total number of ministers, including 
the Chief Minister, in the Council of Ministers in a state shall not 
exceed 15% of the total strength of the legislative Assembly of 
that state. But, the number of ministers, including the Chief Minister, 
in a state shall not be less than 12.
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45.	 (b)	 Statement 1 is incorrect as it is a Fundamental Right under 
article 23 of Part III of the constitution. Statement 2 corresponds 
to Directive Principles of State Policy under Article 47 under Part 
IV of the Constitution.

46.	 (b)	 Fifth schedule relates to the control and administration of 
scheduled areas in states other than Tripura, Assam, Meghalaya 
and Mizoram. While Sixth Schedule deals with administration and 
control of tribal areas in the state of Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram 
and Tripura.

47.	 (c)	 92nd Amendment Act 2003 added Bodo, Santhali, Maithali 
and Dogri languages in the 8th Schedule of the Constitution. 
Originally there were 14 languages in the 8th schedule. 21st 
amendment act added Sindhi language. 71st amendment act added 
Konkani, Manipuri and Nepali languages.

	

	 Languages have been given preference in the 
constitution as most spoken languages have been given 
constitutional status and have been provisioned like art 
349, Art 350, Art 350A and Art 351. Any amendment to 
these languages in case of addition needs a resolution with 
a percentage of support from the house members of the 
parliament.

48.	 (b)	 The above provision has been added by 91st Constitutional 
Amendment Act 2003.

49.	 (b)	 The National Social Assistance Programme (NSAP) which 
came into effect from 15th August, 1995 represents a significant 
step towards the fulfillment of the Directive Principles in Article 
41 (Right to Work, to Education and to Public Assistance in certain 
cases) of the Constitution.

50.	 (a)	 To vote in public elections is not a fundamental duty.
51.	 (b)	 Organizing village Panchayats and promoting cottage 

industries in rural areas are the Gandhian principles that are 
reflected in the Directive Principles of State Policy.

	

	 Articles 40, 43, 43B, 46, 47, and 48 are 
categorized as Gandhian Principles. These principles are 
inspired by Mahatma Gandhi’s ideas and focus on promoting 
village panchayats, rural development, education, and the 
welfare of weaker sections.  

52.	 (b)	 Special Powers of Rajya Sabha:
•	 Power to transfer a subject from the State List to Union List 

for a specified period (Article 249).
•	 To create additional All-India Services (Article 312).
•	 To endorse Emergency under Article 352 for a limited period 

when the Lok Sabha remains dissolved.
	 Thus, correct answer is (b).
53.	 (d)	  •  Part IV of the Constitution of India (Article 36–51) contains 

the Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP). Article 46 says 
‘The State shall promote educational and economic interests of the 
weaker sections of the people particularly that of the Scheduled 
Castes (SCs), Scheduled Tribes (STs) and other weaker sections.’ 
Thus, statement 1 is correct.
•	 	 Under Schedule 11 of the constitution, 
the Panchayati raj institutions have allowed 29 subjects to work 
in their local areas. Education is one of them. Similarly, Schedule 
12 of the constitution provides for 18 subjects and education is 
included here also. Hence statement 2 is correct.
•	 Part B of the Fifth Schedule provides for the creation of 

a Tribes Advisory Council (TAC) in each State having Scheduled 
Areas. The duty of the TAC is to advise on matters pertaining to the 
“welfare and advancement” of the Scheduled Tribes “as may be 
referred to them by the Governor”. Hence statement 3 is correct.
•	 	 A u t o n o m o u s 
District Councils (ADCs) and Autonomous Regional Councils 
(ARCs) are constitutional devices created under the VI Schedule 
of the Constitution (Article 244) in Northeast India. Under their 
executive powers, the ADCs and ARCs can, among other activities, 
establish, construct or manage primary schools, dispensaries, 
markets, ferries, cattle ponds, fisheries, roads, road transport and 
waterways in the districts. Hence statement 4 is correct.
•	 The seventh schedule under Article 246 of the constitution 
deals with the division of powers between the union and the states. 
It contains three lists- Union List, State List and Concurrent List. 
Education comes under Concurrent List. Hence statement 5 is 
correct.

54.	 (c)	 Article 151 of the Constitution provides that the reports of 
CAG relating to the accounts of the Union shall be submitted to 
the President, who shall cause them to laid before each House of 
Parliament and the reports relating to the accounts of a State shall 
be submitted to the Governor of the State who shall cause them 
to be laid before the legislature of the State. 

	 The Public Accounts Committee (PAC) examines the Appropriation 
Accounts and Report of the CAG thereon as well as the annual 
Finance Accounts of the Government and any other accounts 
placed before the House. Hence statement 2 is not correct.

55.	 (c)	 All the statements except 2 regarding the Fundamental Duties 
of citizens are correct. Part IV of the Constitution of India (Article 
36–51) contains the Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP). 
Article 46 says ‘The State shall promote educational and economic 
interests of the weaker sections of the people particularly that 
of the Scheduled Castes (SCs), Scheduled Tribes (STs) and other 
weaker sections.’ Thus, statement 2 is not a Fundamental duty.

56.	 (c)	 Distribution of power between the Centre and the States in 
the Indian Constitution is based on the Government of India Act. 
1935.

57.	 (c)	 The members of the constituent Assembly from the provinces 
were indirectly elected by the members of the provincial 
assemblies, who themselves were elected on a limited franchise.

	

	 Member of the constituent assembly were 389 
in total numbers and were elected from the regional areas 
throughout India.

58.	 (c)	 Directive Principles of State Policy are guidelines to the 
central and State government of India to be kept in mind while 
framing laws and policies. DPSPs aim to create social and 
economic conditions under which the citizens can lead a good 
life. They also aim to establish social and economic democracy 
through a welfare state. They act as a check on the government. 
It is a yardstick in the hands of the people to measure the 
performance of the government. It shall be the duty of the state 
to apply these principles in making laws.

59.	 (d)	 An amendment to the constitution of India can be initiated by 
an introduction of a bill in either house of the parliament.

	 If such an amendment seeks to make changes in the federal 
character of the constitution, the amendment also requires to be 
ratified by the legislature of at least half of the states.
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60.	 (d)	 National Development council is not a constitutional body. 
It is an extra-constitutional body. Planning Commission is a non-
constitutional and non-statutory body. It was created by the Govt. 
of India in 1950 by a resolution. Zonal councils were set up under 
the states Re-Organization Act, 1956 (So it is not a constitutional 
body) to faster inter-state co-operation and co-ordination among 
the states.

	 Currently there are total five zonal councils viz Northern, Western, 
Eastern, Central and Southern.

61.	 (b)	 Planning for economic development and social justice is one 
such power given to village panchayats. There are 52 items in the 
concurrent list. Economic and social planning is placed under entry 
no. 20. Article -40 of the constitution of India has the provision 
for organisation of vilage panchayats Directive Principles of state 
policy lays down that the state shall take steps to organise village 
panchayats and endow them with such powers and authority 
as may be necessary to enable them to function as units of self 
government.

	 Accordingly village panchayats have been entrusted with the 
task of preparation of plans for economic development and social 
justice.

	 The national development council includes members of the 
planning commission, but it is a separate body.

	

	 Directive Principles of State Policy lays down 
that the State shall take steps to organize village panchayats 
and endow them with such powers and authority as may 
be necessary to enable them to function as units of self 
government.

62.	 (b)	 The Preamble to the Constitution of India in its introductory 
statement says- “Justice- Social, Economic and Political” and 
the Directive Principles of state policies aim to create social and 
economic condition under which the citizens can lead a good life. 
They also aim to establish social and economic democracy through 
a welfare state.

63.	 (d)	 The 52nd Amendment act of 1985, added 10th schedule to the 
Constitution. This is often referred to as anti-defection law.

64.	 (b)	 Promotion of international peace and security is included 
in the Directive Principles of State Policy under Article 51 of 
constitution that mentions to promote international peace and 
security and maintain just and honourable relations between 
nations between nations; to foster respect for international law and 
treaty obligations, and to encourage settlements of international 
disputes by arbitration.

	

	 Promotion of peace and security in the neighbouring 
countries is a form of promise which was done at the initiation 
of India as a federation because it largely never wanted to 
attack or assault and member nation for widening of its areas 
and believed in coexistence of everyone.

65.	 (a)	 The Fifth Schedule of the Constitution of India deals with 
administration and control of scheduled areas and scheduled tribes 
in these areas. The Sixth Schedule to the Constitution of India 
contains provisions concerning the administration of tribal areas 
in the States of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram.

66.	 (d)	 The Supreme Court of India is the apex court in India. As 
stated by the Indian Constitution, the function of the Supreme 
Court of India is that of the custodian of the Constitution.

67.	 (d)	 The idea behind incorporation of fundamental duties was to 
remind the citizens of the country that they have certain obligations 
towards the country and society. The fundamental duties were 
added to the constitution on the recommendations of the Swaran 
Singh Committee. There were ten fundamental duties at the 
time of incorporation but the eleventh was inserted by the 86th 
Amendment in 2002. To uphold and protect the sovereignty, unity 
and integrity of India is one of the fundamental duty mentioned 
in the constitution.

68.	 (b)	 A welfare state is a concept of the government in which 
the state plays a key role in the protection and promotion of the 
economic and social well-being of its citizens. The Directive 
Principles of State Policy (DPSP) provides guidelines to the 
central and the state governments of India, to be kept in mind 
while framing laws and policies. The concepts behind DPSP is to 
establish a "Welfare State" rather than a "Police State" Such as of 
colonial era. In other words, motive behind inclusion of DPSP is 
to establish social and economic democracy rather than political 
democracy.

69.	 (c)	 Socio-economic democracy is spelt out because it provides for 
the idea of a welfare state. For e.g. consider Article 39 (b) and (c) 
which provide for minimizing inequalities in income and wealth; 
and ensuring that the wealth is not concentrated in the hands of few. 
While other article provide for the health of children, rights of working 
women etc. DPSP is not enforceable by courts. Only fundamental 
rights can be enforced by the courts.

70.	 (b)
•	 prorogation doesn’t affect the bills of anyother business 
pending before the house so 1st statement is wrong.

	 Ref. Disha Polity Compendium Page P-54.
•	 A bill pending in the Rajya Sabha but not passed by the Lok 
Sabha does not lapse if the president has notified the holding of 
a joint sitting before the dissolution of Lok Sabha. So, statement 
2 is right.

71.	 (d)	 If the Rajya Sabha declares that it is necessary in the national 
interest that Parliament should make laws on a matter in the State 
List, then the Parliament becomes competent to make laws on that 
matter. Such a resolution must be passed by the Rajya Sabha by 
a majority of not less than two-third of its members present and 
voting.

72.	 (b)	 Read the preamble given in any school textbook: "We, the 
people of India,....LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief, faith 
and worship…"So, "B" is the answer.

	

	 Preamble of the constitution was adopted from 
objecrtive resolution as was envisaged or stated by Jawahar 
lal nehru during the debate of the constituent assembly. It 
presented as summary of the constitution which can be looked 
upon for direction in the times of grave concern.

73.	 (a)	 Sir Alladi Krishnaswami Iyer, a member of the Constituent 
Assembly, had said 'The Preamble to our Constitution expresses 
what we had thought or dreamt so long." So "A" is the answer.

74.	 (c)	 Prof.DD Basu classifies fundamental right in following 
manner:

Right to equality Abolition of untouchability. S “2” 
is wrong in the classification. This 
eliminates A and D.
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Right against 
exploitation

•	 �Prohibition of human trafficking and 
forced Labour.

•	 �Prohibition of employment of 
children in factories etc.

•	 So 1 and 4 are fitting.
Cultural and 
educational rights

•	 �Minorities rights.
•	 So 3 is wrong in classification.

	 So by elimination, we are left with answer 1 and 4 only.
75.	 (c)	 Through these rights, people make demands upon the state. 

So, "C" is most fitting answer.

	
	 New NCERT,Std. 11, Political Theory Chapter 5: 
Rights , Page 72

SOURCESOURCE

76.	 (d)	Statement 1 : While FDs can be enforced by legislative 
processes (for e.g. Environment Protection Act that helps 
enforce the individual duty of environment protection), 
the constitution explicitly does not enforce them via legal 
provisions or does not explicitly mention in Part IVA that there 
are legislative processes to enforce them. However, since the 
Parliament has enforced most fundamental duties already via a 
legislative process, we will consider this statement 1 as correct.

	 Statement 2: It is not clear what UPSC means by ‘legal duties’, 
but for all practical purposes it can be considered as ‘law of the 
land’. FDs are in sync with legal duties because what is illegal 
cannot be a fundamental duty, and what is a fundamental duty has 
also been made a legal duty (e.g. respecting women). Also it is an 
Indian citizen’s fundamental duty to abide by the constitutional 
laws (legal duties); this brings the correlation. Statement 2 is thus 
correct.

77.	 (a)	 Rights and duties are correlative and inseparable, hence A is 
the answer.

78.	 (b)	 The 42nd Amendment Act of 1976 added four new Directive 
Principles to the original list. They require the State:

	 1.	 To secure opportunities for healthy development of children 
(Article 39).

	 2.	 To promote equal justice and to provide free legal aid to the 
poor (Article 39 A).

	 3.	 To take steps to secure the participation of workers in the 
management of industries (Article 43 A).

	 4.	 To protect and improve the environment and to safeguard 
forests and wild life (Article 48 A).

	

	 42nd amendment is referred as mini constitution 
for its character of almost revamping the constitution 
and  presenting newer meaning to some provisions of the 
constitution and clarifying many of the provisions.

79.	 (d)	 The phrase 'Directive Principles of State Policy' denotes 
the ideals that the State should keep in mind while formulating 
policies and enacting laws. These are the constitutional instructions 
or recommendations to the State in legislative, executive and 
administrative matters. Noted constitutional author Granville 
Austin considers DPSP as "positive obligations" of the state. 
Since both the statements are wrong, answer is (d).

80.	 (a)
•	 First statement is correct. The 1st Amendment to the 
constitution (1951) had inserted new Articles 31A and 31B and 
the Ninth Schedule, thus securing the constitutional validity of 
zamindari abolition laws by, among other things, specifying that 

they could not be challenged on the grounds that they violated 
the Fundamental Rights. Subsequent governments have added 
other progressive laws in the same, to give them immunity 
from litigation. Government add the acts in the 9th schedule, 
'via parliament' so first statement is right.
•	 In I.R. Coelho case (2007), the Supreme Court ruled that there 
could not be any blanket immunity from judicial review of laws 
included in the Ninth Schedule. So statement#2 is Wrong.

81.	 (b)	 Residuary powers were in the hands of Governor General.
82.	 (b)

•	 Concept of Negative Liberty: Historically speaking, the 
term liberty was initially defined as absence of all restraints on 
an individual. John Stuart Mill, the nineteenth century English 
political philosopher, described, "Restraint as an evil". Mill was 
especially worried about the restraints coming from the state and 
society. From this concept, we can infer A: if there are more laws, 
there is less liberty.
•	 Concept of Positive Liberty: Since individuals live together 
in a society, complete absence of restraints would be neither 
possible nor desirable. It has been very aptly said that your liberty 
to swing your arm ends there where my nose begins. For liberty 
to be enjoyed by everyone, it should have reasonable restraints. 
The freedom of many requires restraint of law on the freedom 
of some. Later liberals supported the positive liberty. From this 
concept, we can infer B: if there are no laws, there is no liberty.
•	 So, as such, both A and B (and even D) seem "appropriate", 
but question also asks which one reflects both "appropriate" and 
"nicest"- Option B is the nicest of them three.

83.	 (c)
•	 This idea of rule of law implies that all individuals - rich and 
poor, men or women, forward or backward castes - are subjected 
to the same law. So, #2 is right. (Equality before the law)
•	 The principal role of the judiciary is to protect rule of law and 
ensure supremacy of law. It safeguards rights of the individual…
and ensures that democracy does not give way to individual or 
group dictatorship. So, it also means #1 and #4 are right.
•	 Statement #3 is irrelevant, so by elimination we are left with 
Option (c)

	
	 NCERT Political Science Textbook Class 11 ch.6 
Judiciary, page 125

SOURCESOURCE

84.	 (c)	 The Supreme Court ruled that "the right to privacy is protected 
as an intrinsic part of the right to life and personal liberty under 
Article 21 and as a part of the freedoms guaranteed by Part III of 
the Constitution" so Option c is right.

	 Let's also look at the wrong options:
•	 Article 14- Gives the Right to Equality. 42nd Constitutional 
Amendment Act 1976, is known as mini constitution.
•	 Article 17- Related to the Abolition of Untouchability. It is 
part of Right to Equality. Part IV- Directive Principles of State 
Policy, does not have any mention about the Privacy.
•	 Article 24- Prohibition of employment of children in factories, 
et(c) 44th Constitution Amendment- 44th amendment of the 
Constitution was enacted by the Janata Government mainly to 
nullify some of the amendments made by the 42nd Amendment 
Act, 1976.

	
	 [Ref: IndianExpress 2017-August]SOURCESOURCE
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85.	 (b)	 "Keeping election of the Prime Minister beyond judicial 
review" is a wrong statement 99th Amendment had replaced the 
collegium system of appointing judges to the Supreme Court 
and High Courts with a new body called the National Judicial 
Appointments Commission (NJAC). In 2015, SC held "ultra vires" 
the 99th Constitutional Amendment Act and the NJAC Act. So, 
#2 is right. Answer B: only 2.

86.	 (c)
•	 The Speaker/Chairman may admit the motion or refuse to 
admit motion for impeachment of SC Judges.
•	 The address to remove SC Judge must be supported by a 
special majority of each House of Parliament (ie, a majority of 
the total membership of that House and a majority of not less than 
two-thirds of the members of that House present and voting). So 
#4 is right, answer is C.

87.	 (b)	 Fifth Schedule of the Constitution deals with the administration 
and control of scheduled areas. The Governor can make regulations 
to prohibit or restrict the transfer of land by or among members 
of the scheduled tribes. So, B is the right answer.

88.	 (b)
•	 Articles 124 to 147 in Part V of the Constitution deal with the 
organisation, independence, jurisdiction, powers, procedures and 
so on of the Supreme Court.
•	 142 is an Article between 124-147 so, closest match is B: 
related to Supreme Court.

89.	 (d)	 The Constitution itself confers the power of judicial review 
on the judiciary (both the Supreme Court as well as High Courts). 
So #1 is wrong.

	 I.R. Coelho case (2007), the Supreme Court ruled that there could 
not be any blanket immunity from judicial review of laws included 
in the Ninth Schedule. Thus #2 is also wrong. So, D: neither 1 nor 
2 correct.

90.	 (b)
•	 Article 75: The ministers are collectively responsible to the 
Parliament in general and to the Lok Sabha in particular. The 
principle of collective responsibility implies that the Lok Sabha 
can remove the ministry (i.e., council of ministers headed by the 
prime minister) from office by passing a vote of no confidence.
•	 So, b is the right choice.

91.	 (a)	 Directive principles of state policy are given in the Part IV of 
the Indian Constitution (Article 36→51). Within that, Article 38 
mentioned about State to secure a social order for the promotion 
of welfare of the people.

92.	 (d)	 The concept of ‘basic structure’ came into existence in the 
landmark judgment in the Kesavananda Bharati vs State of Kerala 
case in 1973,. Hence Statement 1 is Not Correct.

	 The Concept of Judicial Review is the basic principle of the 
Constitution in India.

	 Even though there is no explicit provision in the Indian Constitution 
for judicial review, it is an integral part of our Constitution. Hence, 
statement 2 is incorrect.

	 The ‘basic structure’ doctrine has since been interpreted to include:
•	 Supremacy of the Constitution
•	 Rule of law
•	 Independence of the judiciary
•	 Doctrine of separation of powers
•	 Sovereign democratic republic

•	 The parliamentary system of government
•	 The principle of free and fair elections, Welfare state, etc.

93.	 (a)
•	 Stateless Society: A society which lacks formal institutions 
of government.
•	 Gandhiji is a philosophical anarchist. Anarchist is one who 
is opposed to every type of state; Gandhian Ramrajya is that it 
is a self-regulating system where everyone is one’s own ruler.
•	 Thus, we can inform that both Gandhi & Marx aimed for 
Stateless society. Marxism involves a classless society and stateless 
society. Karl Marx had predicted that the proletariats will take 
control of the state and production, and destroy all class differences 
and class antagonisms, and finally resulting in the ‘withering Away 
of the State’. Thus, the end result will be a stateless society.

94.	 (d)	 A.K. Gopalan vs State of Madras (1950): Supreme Court 
ruled that Preamble is not enforceable in a court of law.
•	 Berubari Vs Union (1960): Supreme Court ruled that 
Preamble is not a part of the Indian Constitution however, it helps 
in interpretation of the clauses of the Constitution.
•	 Keshavananda Bharti vs State of Kerala (1973) → Supreme 
Court ruled that the Preamble is a part of the Indian Constitution.
•	 The combined effect of the 3 judgments has been that 
even though the Preamble is a part of the Constitution, but it 
is not enforceable in a court of law. However, the Preamble 
helps in ascertaining the vision of the Constitution and hence, 
independently, it is non-justiciable.

95.	 (d)
•	 Part-IV of the Indian Constitution deals with the Directive 
Principles of the State Policy (Article 36 to Article 51)
•	 Article 37: Provisions of Part-IV shall not be enforceable by 
any court (Hence, 2nd statement is correct)
•	 Article 37 of the Indian Constitution also states that it shall 
be the duty of the state to apply these principles in making laws 
as they are fundamental in the governance of the country. So, #3 
is correct. So, by elimination, the answer is d.

96.	 (d)
•	 Preamble to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
mentions about dignity of an individual. Preamble of Indian 
Constitution speaks about “EQUALITY of status and of 
opportunity; assuring the dignity of the individual and the unity 
and integrity” So #1 is correct.
•	 Article 23 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
mentions about the Right to Work. Similar concept in Article 41 
of the Indian Constitution, under the head of DPSPs.
•	 Article 29 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
mentions about duties. A similar concept that was inserted in the 
Indian Constitution by the 42nd Constitutional Amendment Act, 
1976 under Part IV-A of the Constitution (Article 51A).

97.	 (b)	•  Article 39 (b) says–The State shall direct its policy towards 
securing that the ownership and control of the material resources 
of the community are so distributed as best to subserve the 
common good.

	 •	 Article 39 (c) says–The state shall direct its policy towards 
ensuring that the operation.

	 •	 Of the economic system does not result in the concentration 
of wealth and means of

	 •	 Production to the common detriment.
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98.	 (b)
•	 The Preamble was amended in 1976, by the 42nd Constitutional 
Amendment Act,
•	 Which added three new words–Socialist, Secular and 
Integrity–to the Preamble. So,
•	 #C and #D can't be the answer.
•	 The exact constitutional status of India on 26th January, 1950 
was a Sovereign
•	 Democratic Republic. So, the correct answer is b.

99.	 (a)	 As per NCERT, it refers to a political institution that represents 
a sovereign people who occupy a definite territory. 

	 Sovereign means independent of external control. 
	 State means a community or society politically organized under 

one independent government within a definite territory.
	 Population, territory, government, and sovereignty (or 

independence) are four essential elements of state.
100.	(a)

•	 Any citizen can become the Head of State in India. In the US, 
a citizen by birth only
•	 Can become the Head of State. So statement 2 is incorrect.
•	 Citizenship can be cancelled. If - the registration or certificate 
of naturalization was
•	 Obtained by “means of fraud, false representation or the 
concealment of a material fact
•	 - or that citizen has shown himself by act or speech to be 
disloyal or disaffected
•	 Towards the Constitution of India as by law established - or 
that citizen has, during any
•	 War in which India may be engaged, unlawfully traded or 
communicated with an
•	 Enemy - or that citizen has been ordinarily resident out of 
India for a continuous period
•	 Of seven years”. So statement 3 is incorrect.
•	 We are left with only option 1. In India there is only one 
citizenship

101.	(*)	 	As per Section 33(7) of the Representation of People’s Act 
amendment in 1996, one candidate can contest from a maximum 
of two constituencies. So Statement 1 is incorrect.  → A and C 
eliminated. We’ve B or D left.

	 If a candidate contests in one Lok Sabha election from many 
constituencies, his/her party should bear the cost of bye-elections 
to the constituencies vacated by him/her in the event of him/her 
winning in all the constituencies. → It is suggested reform but 
not an existing rule So, Statement 3 is incorrect

	 If we eliminate 1 and 3 we are left with only option b.
	 In the 1991-Lok Sabha Election, Shri Devi Lal contested from 

three Lok Sabha constituencies. → Factual data – which is correct. 
Statement 2 is correct. (The two Constituency rule started from 
1996, so in 1991- Devi lal could do from three seats).

	 UPSC has cancel this question probably because
	 Some sources say Devi Lal didn’t contest in 1991 from 3 seats, 

but in some other year.
	 Some sources say Devi Lal contested in 1991 from 3 seats, but 

not all of them were Lok Sabha seats- some of them were Vidhan 
Sabha seats.

	 Some expert say it was canceled due to translation errors. (although 
I didnt find any.)

	 Anyways, what could be the reason for cancellation, I don’t think 
it is a productive use of time many more to keep digging the 
skeletons from the cupboard to find the right ‘reason’ why the 
question would have been canceled.

102.	(b)	 Statement 3 is wrong. It is not the Constitution but the 
THE CONTEMPT OF COURTS ACT, 1971 Define is the 
Civil Contempt and Criminal Contempt. → Option (c) and (d) 
eliminated.We are left with 50:50 between (a) or (b). Statement 4 
is right- the Parliament is vested with the powers to make laws on 
Contempt of Court - Therefore by elimination the answer is (b).

103.	(b)	 Statement 1 is wrong: Constitution Amendment Bills donot 
require President’s recommendation. Statement 2 and 3 are correct 
as per Article 368.

104.	(b)	 Statement 1 is wrong: Article 74: There shall be a Council of 
Ministers with the Prime Minister at the helm. But different types 
of ministers and not mentioned in the constitution. Statement 2 is 
correct: as per 91st Amendment to the Constitution of India.

105.	(a)
•	 NCBC is a constitutional body
•	 NHRC is a statutory body,
•	 National law commission is an executive body,
•	 National Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission is a 
statutory body.
•	 Therefore, only 1 statement, (a) is right.

	

•	 	
•	 National Commission for Backward Classes (NCBC) was 

initially constituted by the Central Govt by the National 
Commission for Backward Classes Act, 1993 and so far 
the Commission had been reconstituted 7 times up to 2016. 

•	 The present Commission (8th) has been accorded 
Constitutional Status and constituted through “The 
Constitution (One Hundred and Second Amendment) 
Act, 2018” Act, whereby Article 338B has been inserted, 
forming a Commission for the socially and educationally 
backward classes to be known as National Commission for 
Backward Classes.

106.	(b)	 Article 355 provides ‘Duty of the Union to protect States 
against external aggression and internal disturbance’. Thus 
statement 1 is correct.
•	 According to Article 22 of Constitution of India (Protection 
against arrest and detention in certain cases):

	 (1) �No person who is arrested shall be detained in custody without 
being informed, as soon as may be, of the grounds for such 
arrest nor shall he be denied the right to consult, and to be 
defended by, a legal practitioner of his choice.

	 (2) �Every person who is arrested and detained in custody shall 
be produced before the nearest magistrate within a period of 
twenty four hours of such arrest excluding the time necessary 
for the journey from the place of arrest to the court of the 
magistrate and no such person shall be detained in custody 
beyond the said period without the authority of a magistrate.

	 (3) �Nothing in clauses (1) and (2) shall apply (a) to any person who 
for the time being is an enemy alien; or (b) to any person who 
is arrested or detained under any law providing for preventive 
detention.

	 Hence, According to Clause (3) Article 22 of the Constitution 
of India, it is not mandatory for states to provide access to 
legal counsel to the person held for preventive detention. Thus, 
Statement 2 is correct.
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	 Section 32 (1) of the Prevention of Terrorism Act (POTA) 
2002 stated that “Notwithstanding anything in the Code 12 or 
in the Indian Evidence Act, 1872 (1 of 1872), but subject to the 
provisions of this section, a confession made by a person before 
a police officer not lower in rank than a Superintendent of Police 
shall be admissible in the trial of such person.” Thus, Statement 
3 is incorrect. 

107.	(c)	 The correct answer is (c), it defines and limits the powers 
of government. A constitution is a set of fundamental principles 
or established precedents according to which a state or other 
organization is acknowledged to be governed. It typically defines 
the structure, procedures, powers, and duties of the government, 
as well as the rights and freedoms of the people. 
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108.	(d)
•	 Statement 1 is wrong: Article 71 of the Constitution explicitly 

states that any act done by the President or Vice President in 
their official capacity shall not be invalidated just because 
the Supreme Court has declared their election to be invalid.

•	 Statement 2 is wrong: The Presidential and Vice Presidential 
election Act and rules of 1952 empower the election 
commission of India to conduct elections to these offices 
without any provision allowing for changes to election cycles 
due to non functional legislative assemblies.

•	 Statement 3 is wrong: The Constitution does not provide for 
any time limit to either the President or Governor with respect 
to delivering assent. All three statements are wrong.

109.	(b)
•	 Not being a Money Bill, the Council of States has the same 

power to reject or amend a Financial Bill as it has in the 
case of Non-financial Bills subject to the limitation that an 
amendment other than for reduction or abolition of a tax 
cannot be moved in either House without the President's 
recommendation. Thus, statement 1 is correct.

•	 A  Money Bill cannot be introduced in the Council of States 
nor can it be introduced except on the recommendation of the 
President. Again, the Council of States has no power to amend 
or reject such a Bill. It can only recommend amendments to 
the House of the People. Thus, statement 2 is correct.

•	 Only Money Bills are excepted out of the provisions relating to 
a joint sitting [Art. 108(1)]. Thus, statement 3 is also correct.

	 Since all three statements are correct, the correct answer 
should be (c) but Official (UPSC) answer key is (b).

110.	 (a)	 The correct answer is (a) Only one.
•	 Statement 1 is incorrect. The members nominated to either 

House of the Parliament or the Legislative Assemblies of 
States are not eligible to be included in the Electoral College. 
Only the elected members are eligible to be included in the 
Electoral College.

•	 Statement 2 is incorrect. The value of vote of each MLA of 
a State is not directly proportional to the number of elective 
Assembly seats in that State. The value of vote of each MLA 
of a State is determined by the following formula:

	 	Value of vote of each MLA = Total number of votes of all 
MLAs in the State / Total number of elective Assembly seats 
in the State

•	 For example, the value of vote of each MLA in Madhya 
Pradesh is 230, while the value of vote of each MLA in Kerala 
is 140. This is because there are a total of 230 MLAs in Madhya 
Pradesh and 140 MLAs in Kerala.

•	 Statement 3 is incorrect. The value of vote of each MLA of 
Madhya Pradesh is not greater than that of Kerala. In fact, the 
value of vote of each MLA of Kerala is greater than that of 
Madhya Pradesh. This is because the ratio of total population 
to total number of elective seats in Kerala is greater than that 
of Madhya Pradesh.

•	 Statement 4 is correct as value of vote of Pondicherry MLA 
is 16 while that of Arunachal Pradesh MLA is 8.

111.	 (*)
•	 The first Amendment of 1951 inserted the ninth schedule to 
protect laws from judicial review. It also allowed government 
more powers against freedom of speech, right to property, power 
to nationalize an industry etc. So, answer could be (a).
•	 However, some experts opine that 42nd amendment also give 
powers to Parliament to impose more restrictions on fundamental 
rights. But when comparing both 1st and 42nd amendments,1st 
amendment seems more appropriate.

	

	 The UPSC has dropped this question in their 
official answer key

112.	 (c)
•	 The correct answer is (c). Statement-I is correct but Statement-
II is incorrect.
•	 Statement-I is correct. The Constitution Day is celebrated 
on 26th November every year to promote constitutional values 
among citizens from 2015 onwards. This day is also known as 
Samvidhan Divas.
•	 Statement-II is incorrect. The drafting committee was set up 
on 29 August 1947.

113.	 (a)	 • Statement 1 is correct: Person cannot be a judge in his own 
case.
•	 Statement 2 wrong: It goes against the principle of natural 
justice. Person has the right to defend/speak.
•	 Statement 3 wrong: he can vote in first instance. Hence, 
Option (a) is correct.

114.	 (b)
•	 Statement 1 is wrong: President not PM. as per Article 112.
•	 Statement 2 is correct: Article 113(3): No demand for a grant 
shall be made except on the recommendation of the President. 
Hence, Option (b) is the correct answer.

115.	 (d)	 Dr Sachchidananda Sinha was the first president of the 
Constituent Assembly. On December 11, 1946, Rajendra Prasad 
was elected as permanent chairman. Hence, Option (d) is the 
correct answer.

116.	 (d)	 As per Article 368 (1) under Part 20 of the Indian Constitution 
– “Notwithstanding anything in this Constitution, Parliament may 
in exercise of its constituent power amend by way of addition, 
variation or repeal any provision of this Constitution in 
accordance with the procedure laid down in this article.” Hence, 
Option (d) is the correct answer.


