45, 2nd Floor, Maharishi Dayanand Marg,
Corner Market, Malviya Nagar, New Delhi - 110017
Tel : 49842349 / 49842350

No part of this publication may be reproduced in
any form without prior permission of the publisher.
The author and the publisher do not take any legal
responsibility for any errors or misrepresentations
that might have crept in. We have tried and made
our best efforts to provide accurate up-to-date
information in this book.
All Right Reserved

© Copyright
Author

Corporate
Office

DISHA PUBLICATION

Typeset by Disha DTP Team
Author
Deepanshu Singh

www.dishapublication.com

www.mylearninggraph.com

Books &
ebooks for
School &
Competitive
Exams

Etests
for
Competitive
Exams

Write to us at feedback_disha@aiets.co.in

Contents OF fREE sAMPLE bOOK
3. Key Terminologies and Theories of

11-26

International Relations
7. India and South East Asia Relations

159-180

This sample book is prepared from the book
"International Relations - Interests & Challenges for
Civil Services Exams 2nd Edition".

ISBN - 9789355640758
MRP- 495/In case you like this content, you can buy the Physical Book or
E-book using the ISBN provided above.
The book & e-book are available on all leading online stores.

Contents OF Complete bOOK

1. Basics of International Relations

1-5

and the Concept of the State
2. Historical Background and Significant

6-10

Events Which Shaped the World
3. Key Terminologies and Theories of

11-26

International Relations
4. Evolution of India’s Foreign Policy

27-44

From 1947 to 2022
5. India and its Neighbourhood Relations
6. India – Central Asia

45-134
135-158

7. India and South East Asia Relations

159-180

8. West Asia and Middle East

181-216

9. India - Africa Relations

217-244

10. India - Europe Relations

245-273

11. India - US, Canada and Mexico Relations

274-293

12. India - Russia Relations

294-308

13. India - Latin America Relations

309-320

14. India - Australia and Oceania Relations

321-327

15. India’s Engagement in the Arctic and Antarctica

328-335

16. Major International Organisations

336-362

17. India’s Foreign Policy Challenges and Opportunities

363-368

18. India’s Climate Change Diplomacy

369-373

19. Indian Diaspora - Role in India’s Foreign Policy

374-381

20. India’s COVID Diplomacy - Vaccine Maitri

382-386

21. Ethics In International Relations

387-389

22. Operation Ganga

390-392

23. Practice Questions for Prelims & Mains

393-416

Chapter 3

Key Terminologies
and Theories of
International
Relations
THEORIES OF INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS
International relations theories tell us how well
nations engage with each other and can help us
understand the way the international systems
work. International relations theories are often
used by diplomats and international relations
experts to dictate the direction that a government
may take in regard to an international political
issue or concern.

Realism

Status Quo

Realism
States are
inherently
aggressive

Power Politics
Real Politik
Desire for
Military Power
& Security

No role of
ethics/ideals

The conjunction of anarchy and
egoism and the resulting imperatives
of power politics provide the core or
realism.
In the history of Western political thought,
Niccolo Machiavelli and Thomas Hobbes are
usually considered realists. As Machiavelli puts it,
in politics we must act as if ‘all men are wicked and
that they will always give vent to the malignity that
is in their minds when opportunity offers.

In The Prince (1532), Machiavelli stressed that
a leader’s primary concern is to promote national
security. In order to successfully perform this task,
the leader needs to be alert and cope effectively with
internal as well as external threats to his rule; he
needs to be a lion and a fox. Power (the Lion) and
deception (the Fox) are crucial tools for the conduct
of foreign policy. In Machiavelli’s view, rulers obey the
‘ethics of responsibility’ rather than the conventional
religious morality that guides the average citizen –
that is, they should be good when they can, but they
must also be willing to use violence when necessary
to guarantee the survival of the state.
Thomas Hobbes ‘classical realism’ makes these
assumptions:
1. Men are equal.
2. They interact in anarchy.
3. They are driven by competition, diffidence
and glory.
The conjunction of these conditions leads to a war
of all against all.
Waltzian
structuralism-posits
that
the
interaction of sovereign states can be explained
by the pressures exerted on them by the anarchic
structure of the international system, which limits
and constrains their choices. Neorealism thus aims
to explain recurring patterns in international
relations, such as why relations between Sparta
and Athens resembled those between the US and
the Soviet Union in some important ways.
In International Relations, political realism is a
tradition of analysis that stresses the imperatives
states face to pursue a power politics of the
national interest. Political realism, Realpolitik,
‘power politics’, is the oldest and most frequently
adopted theory of international relations.
It is a straightforward approach to international
relations, stating that all nations are working to
increase their own power, and those countries that
manage to hoard power most efficiently will thrive,
as they can easily eclipse the achievements of less
powerful nations.
The theory further states that a nation’s
foremost interest should be self-preservation.
Continually gaining power should always be a
social, economic, and political imperative.
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The nature of realism implies that seeking a
moral high ground is a goal that governments
cannot always achieve. Deceit and violence can
be highly effective tools for advancing national
interests.
In this sometimes, remaining morally righteous
in the eyes of international organizations can take
a backseat to enforcing foreign policy that will
improve the nation’s global stature.
In modern times, realism is evident in the foreign
policies of China and Russia. The relationship
between Russia and Syria is one that has raised
eyebrows in Europe and around the world.
Similarly, China continues its diplomatic and
economic association with North Korea in spite
of the latter’s abysmal human rights record and
aggressive nuclear testing. Chinese encroachment
into the South China Sea and Russia’s incursions
into Ukraine also highlight the two countries’
aggressive—and at times violent—realist political
approach to international affairs.
For realists, the highest goal is the survival of
the state, which explains why states’ actions are
judged according to the ethics of responsibility
rather than by moral principles. Realists believe
that our selfishness, our appetite for power and
our inability to trust others leads to predictable
outcomes. Perhaps this is why war has been so
common throughout recorded history.
War is considered the most effective method
of counterbalancing the increasing power of
terrorism like of ISIS in the Middle East.
(Major thinkers: Thucydides, Sun Tzu, Kautilya,
Nicholas Spykman, E H Carr, Hans Kenneth
Waltz, Mearsheimer, Machiavelli, Rousseau)
Major critics of Realism believe that realism
was not able to predict or explain a major recent
transformation of the international system: the
end of the Cold War between the United States of
America (US) and the Soviet Union in 1991.
Realists are also accused of overlooking
other actors and forces within the state and
also ignoring international issues not directly
connected to the survival of the state. For example,
the Cold War ended because ordinary citizens
in Soviet-controlled nations in Eastern Europe
decided to rebel against existing power structures.

Many critics of realism focus on one of its
central strategies in the management of world
affairs – an idea called ‘the balance of power’.
This balance of power system is one of the reasons
why international relations is anarchic. No single
state has been able to become a global power
and unite the world under its direct rule. Hence,
realism talks frequently about the importance of
flexible alliances as a way of ensuring survival.
These alliances are determined less by political
or cultural similarities among states and more by
‘enemies of my enemy’ philosophy-explains why
the US and the Soviet Union were allied during the
Second World War (1939–1945).

Marxism

Capitalist Owner

Superstructure
Economy

Govt., Family, Religion
Base

Marxism, a theory that closely analyzes social
classes, aims to dismantle the capitalist structure
of the international system, as it states that
capitalism is no longer practically sustainable in
the modern world. Karl Marx believed in totalityhe favoured studying with an interdisciplinary
approach.
Karl Marx believed that societies could escape the
self-destructive nature of capitalist socioeconomic
systems by implementing socialist theory into
their policies, both locally and abroad. His
theories were based on the change being driven
by economic factors and as the Nation develops
and progresses, there is a conflict between the
forces and the relations of production. This
conflict results in social changes which in turn
lead to transformation of Nations.
Capitalist
Society

Communist Society

Revolution

Stateless
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His theory of historical materialism asserts that
human beings – including their relations with each
other and their environment – are determined by
the material conditions in which they can survive
and reproduce. Therefore, Marxism asserts that
material conditions can be changed by the actions
of human beings as well as by events – think of
climate change for example, which depends on
physical phenomena as well as human behaviour.
His theory can also be used to understand
Mercantilism which is based on competition
based on economic criteria resulting in a zero sum
game. Even in modern times, strong and stable
economies paves way for a strong military which
can also fulfil the State’s economic interests by
acquiring more and more territory and resources.
The 16th century mercantilism of Europe is a
classic example of this.
Marx believed that private property should
be replaced by cooperative ownership, with
the emphasis placed entirely on satisfying
human needs for consumption, rather than
creating private profit. Under an ideal socialist
international regime, societies would work
together to ensure that basic human needs were
met on a global scale. Marxism was a dominant
political ideology during the Cold War and
inspired socialist revolutions in countries such as
China, Vietnam and Cuba. Marxism’s influence can
still be felt today, with Vietnamese Prime Minister
Nguyen Tan Dung encouraging students to study
Marxism in exchange for free tuition.
Gradually the principle of laissez-faire (free
market trade without the interference from
governments) began or economic liberalism with
minimum or no political influence. Economic
liberalism puts the individual consumer at the
centre stage and defines the role of the state as
an agency. The idea is that the individual is always
willing to maximise his interests and his interests
are maximised only in a free market economy.
But a free market economy can’t be unchecked
as it can be detrimental for the consumers so
therefore, a little bit of regulation is necessary in
society.
Globalism clearly highlights what Marx meant
by the Superstructure serving the interests of
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the Capitalists. The MNC culture and practices
of maximising their profits with minimum
wages is a classic example of exploitation of the
Proletariat by the bourgeoisies with even some
States (Governments) especially in Sub Saharan
African and third world countries giving up their
sovereignty in the interests of the money guzzling
corporations.
Robert W. Cox asserts (like Marx) that soon
there will be counter hegemonic movements
to challenge the common sense notion of free
trade being beneficial for all. In 1974, Immanuel
Wallerstein developed ‘world systems theory’ and
distinguished three groups of states or regions:
the core, the semi-periphery and the periphery.
The core (Western states) is able to produce
high-profit consumption goods for itself as well
as for the semi-periphery (Latin America) and
periphery (Africa, South Asia) markets because
the periphery provides the cheap labour and
raw materials to the core and semi-periphery
necessary to make these high-profit consumption
goods.
In the periphery, the weak state is subdued by
the strong state and the surplus appropriation
is enacted by enforcement of the strong state.
This creates a tension in the system. The tension
is diffused by semi peripheral states which act
as shock absorbers or buffers. But Wallerstein
asserts that, in the long run, all this will lead to
an end of the capitalist system because a time
will come when the quest to expand will halt
producing crisis.
Antonio Gramsci’s (1891–1937) concept of
hegemony is thought by some to be more
useful today than the concept of imperialism.
It emphasises the domination of some groups
of individuals (or groups of states) over other
groups also depends on ideological factors.
In other words, capitalism is experienced in
different ways historically and across the globe
because people understand it – and therefore
they agree to or resist it – in different ways. A neoGramscian concept of hegemony focuses on the
consensual ways in which transnational classes,
organisations and international law reproduce
capitalism and its inequalities.

Issue of migrants and refugees can also be dealt
with Marxist ideas as they argue that we need
a global concept of citizenship to counter how
states exclude non-citizens from benefits and
access to labour and resources. After all, from a
Marxist point of view, peoples of all nations are
united in their oppression by capitalism and
the modern state system and they see borders
as fixtures that unfairly determine relations of
dependency and inequality – or in other words,
who has the right to what. Some of the examples
of its manifestations have been the protests
happening in France (Yellow vest), even some
parts of India and Brazil.

Liberalism

Interconnected
world

Government by
consent

LIBERALISM

International
Cooperation

Economic + Social Power to
achieve National Goals.

Individual

Liberalism is based on the belief that the current
global system is capable of engendering a
peaceful world order. It is also called as “liberal
internationalism,” The assumptions of liberalism,
is that man is a cooperative animal. Man wants to
cooperate for the welfare of others and also for
his own intellectual stimulation.
Rather than relying on direct force, such as
military action, liberalism places an emphasis on
international cooperation as a means of furthering
each nation’s respective interests. Liberalists
believe that the negative consequences of force—
such as economic losses and civilian casualties—
far exceed its potential benefits. Therefore, liberal
states generally prefer the use of economic and
social power in achieving their national goals.
In today’s globalized society, using economic
tactics—such as bilateral trade agreements
and international diplomacy—can be more
effective in advancing political interests than
threatening force. As liberalism has become more
rooted in international cooperation through the
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establishment of organizations like the United
Nations, groupings like BIMSTEC, SAARC etc,
realism has started to wane as a viable political
strategy. It can be argued that the liberalist
tradition, perpetuated by the United States, has
become the dominant system in international
relations, with established values and international
institutions in place to regulate this order.
Individual countries cannot solve transnational
issues like drugs and human trafficking,
intelligence, fraud etc. They require cooperation
as states’ own resources are too limited to enable
them to solve these problems on their own. The
only solution for the states is to interact amongst
themselves. Some states have become so interconnected and dependent that most of the times
they try to solve the conflict through peace rather
than War (US-India trade disputes, India-China
etc). According to neo-liberals, it is the interaction
amongst the states that establishes the world
order and not the balance of power.

Constructivism

Role of Non-state Actors

Based on Ideas

CONSTRUCTIVISM

Belief System

Role of institutions

Constructivism rests on the notion that rather
than the outright pursuit of material interests, it
is a nation’s belief systems—historical, cultural
and social —that explain its foreign policy efforts
and behaviour. For example, since German
aggression served as the primary catalyst for the
Second World War, Germany deploys its armed
forces outside of German borders only when its
government is certain of the need to intervene in
instances of genocide or conflict that threatens
to spill over into other nations. This has been
demonstrated by the country’s foreign policy
following the first and second Gulf War (the
latter of which Germany refused to participate),
as well as its reluctant participation in United
Nations-led operations in Somalia and Yugoslavia.

Constructivists also argue that states are not the
most important actors in international relations,
but that international institutions and other nonstate actors are valuable in influencing behaviour
through lobbying and acts of persuasion. For this
reason, constructivism has become a popular
and important theory in recent decades as nonstate actors like international organizations
such as Amnesty International, OXFAM, and
Greenpeace gain political influence. International
organizations play a role in promoting human
rights and making them an international standard
to which countries are expected to conform.

Functionalism

No role of war/conflict

Based on Cooperation

FUNCTIONALISM

Multilateralism

Bring countries
together as
functional units
of world

According to David Mitrany (1943), cooperation
among technical experts in a functional area will
result in the creation of an international agency
that will push nations to cooperate rather than
wage war. Cooperation in one functional area
will have ‘ramifications’ in other functional areas.
The core idea of Functionalism is the society. It
believes in survival and continuation of societies
at the cost of the individual. For functionalists,
societies are more important than an individual.
There are strong assumptions underpinning
functionalism:
1. That the process of integration takes place
within a framework of human freedom,
2. That knowledge and expertise are currently
available to meet the needs for which the
functional agencies are built.
3. That states will not sabotage the process.
Neo-functionalism became an idea to reckon with
due to the experience of the post-World War II
integration of Europe. As explained by Ernst B.
Haas (1958), over and above technical issues, it is
political parties, interest groups, and the views of
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political elites that influence cooperation. A spillover from one functional area to another is also
likely but conditional on the additional factors.
Other prominent scholars who developed the
theory along neo-functionalist lines are Philippe
C. Schmitter, Joseph S. Nye and Robert O. Keohane.
The contemporary significance of the theory
lies in the fact that increasingly multilateral
cooperation is taking functional forms like the G7,
G20, WEF, etc.

Feminism

Gender issues are a significant concern within
global politics, and feminism as an international
relations theory seeks to regulate the power
derived from (or denied on the basis of) an
individual’s gender. Feminists are mostly
interested in tracking political and social
developments that inhibit success in female
populations. When systems of power subtly or
overtly tell women they can only fulfil certain
roles, those limitations become social norms
and perpetuate the cycle. The significance of
feminism in international relations is evidenced
by the role women play in promoting more just
and fair international relations policies. Women
like Indira Gandhi, Sushma Swaraj, Hillary Clinton
and Condoleezza Rice have made important
contributions to the advancement of women
worldwide. They were instrumental in starting
major initiatives for women empowerment.
From the outset, feminist theory has challenged
women’s near complete absence from traditional
IR theory and practice. This absence is visible
both in women’s marginalisation from decisionmaking and in the assumption that the reality of
women’s day-to-day lives is not impacted by or
important to international relations. In making
women visible, feminism has also highlighted
women’s absence from decision-making and
institutional structures. For example, in 2015 the
World Bank estimated that globally women made
up just 22.9% of national parliaments.
One of the core assumptions of traditional
perspectives that feminism has challenged is the
exclusionary focus on areas that are considered
‘high’ politics – for example, sovereignty, the state
and military security. The traditional focus on

states and relations between them overlooks the
fact that men are predominantly in charge of state
institutions, dominating power and decisionmaking structures.
One of the most influential works in feminist
IR is Cynthia Enloe’s Bananas, Beaches and
Bases (Pandora Press 1990). This text sought
to chart the many different roles that women
play in international politics – as plantation
sector workers, diplomatic wives, sex workers
on military bases etc. The important point of
this work was to emphasize how, when looking
at international politics from the perspective
of women, one is forced to reconsider his or
her personal assumptions regarding what
international politics is ‘all about’.
In July 2010, the United Nations General Assembly
created UN Women, the United Nations Entity
for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of
Women, to address such challenges. In doing
so, UN Member States took an historic step in
accelerating the Organization’s goals on gender
equality and the empowerment of women. In spite
of the efforts of the global community, there are
clear evidence the women are often marginalised
and excluded from power positions. United
Nations study by Radhika Coomaraswamy (2015)
found that gender in peacekeeping continues to
be under-resourced politically and financially,
and the gendered elements of post-conflict
reconstruction are still marginalised in missions.
The #MeToo campaign triggered a global protest
and women claiming their rights back and
raising their voices against sexual exploitation.
Lori Handrahan (2004, 437) has shown the
intersection approach of gender and ethnic
identities, where the enemy’s women become
constructed as ‘other’ and violence against them
consequently comes to represent the ‘expansion
of ethnic territory by the male conqueror’,
somehow justifies rape by military men during
conflicts.
Donna Pankhurst (2008) has theorised what she
terms a post-conflict backlash against women,
one that is chiefly characterised by high rates
of violence and restrictions on women’s access
to political, economic and social resources
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post-conflict. (Taliban, ISIS, etc. post conflict) The
restriction of women’s access to such resources –
such as basic food, housing and education – makes
them more susceptible to gendered violence.

KEY TERMINOLOGIES
ALLIANCE

An agreement between two or more states to work
together on mutual security issues. States enter
into such cooperative security arrangements in
order to protect themselves against a common (or
perceived) threat. By pooling their resources and
acting in tandem, they can improve their overall
perception within the international community
and their security in comparison to the states that
do not share this agreement. A formal alliance
is publicly recognised through the signing of a
treaty e.g. The North Atlantic Treaty Organisation
(NATO).

ANARCHY

Derived from the Greek word ‘anarkhos’ meaning
‘without a ruler’, a state of anarchy is when there
is no government to keep the peace. Anarchy is
the complete opposite of civilised conduct and is
often associated with revolutionary upheaval and
extreme social and political turbulence.
Thomas Hobbes was the first modern political
philosopher to describe international relations
as anarchical. Although the nature and effects
of anarchy among states depends a great deal on
the particular level of analysis, and how the states
justify the character and relationship between
different levels of anarchy.

APPEASEMENT

Appeasement is based on the presumption that
heeding to the demands of stronger states will
prevent war from breaking out. Capitulating to
their demands feeds their greed for power, hence
creating a leviathan state of power. In the long run,
it is likely to increase the risk of war rather than
reduce it. Britain and France pursued a policy of
appeasement with Adolf Hitler throughout most
of the 1930s. Clearly, in the policy of appeasing,
Hitler had failed magnanimously. Rather than
forestalling war in Europe, the Munich Agreement

actually made war possible by tipping the balance
of power in Germany’s favour.

ARMS CONTROL

Arms Control is a way of dealing with the
proliferation of weapons through negotiated
arms control agreements, e.g. the Rush-Bagot
Treaty (1817) demilitarised the border between
the United States and Canada. Arms control
is purely regulatory in nature. Arms control
agreements ban certain classes of weapons
and weapon systems, place upper limits on the
number of weapons that states may possess, limit
the size and destructive power of weapons, ban
the production of weapons that will increase the
likelihood of war, and stop or at least slow the
development of new technologies. An example
is the 1993 Chemical Weapons Convention
(CWC) requiring that signatories destroy their
chemical weapons stocks and like the 1968 NonProliferation Treaty (NPT).

ARMS RACE

Arms race is a competition between two or more
states seeking to increase their security relative
to each other by powering up their military
strength. It can also be referred to as an action–
reaction phenomenon. As an arms race escalates,
tensions increase, cooperation becomes difficult,
and security becomes more costly to achieve.
Also to be considered is the nuclear arms race
developed between India and Pakistan. Both
states have detonated nuclear devices, engaged in
fighting over the Kashmir region.

ARMS TRADE

The arms trade refers to the transfer, of arms,
ammunition, and combat support equipment from
one country to another. Such transfers are usually
conducted on a commercial basis or on the basis
of military assistance programmes. The United
States remains the biggest arms supplier in the
world. The five permanent members of the United
Nations’ Security Council (i.e. those nominally
responsible for maintaining international peace
and security) are among the biggest suppliers
of conventional weapons to other states in the
international system.

BALANCE OF POWER
The term indicates the relative distribution of
power among states into equal or unequal shares.
Prescriptively, it refers to a policy of promoting
power distribution based on the presumption
that unbalanced power is dangerous. Inequality
and persistent threat of violence combine to
give the dominant and the subordinate states a
shared but unequal interest in preserving the
order of the system, whose equilibrium protects
their sovereignty. The balance of power is a kind
of compromise among these states. Unipolarity
is a situation in which one state or superpower
dominates the international system. Bipolarity
exists when two states or blocs of states are roughly
equal in power. Multipolarity refers to a situation
in which there are at least three great powers e.g.
the classic example is nineteenth-century Europe.

BEGGAR-THY-NEIGHBOUR
POLICIES

Governments sometimes pursue policies at the
expense of other states that they believe will be in
their own country’s short-term national interest.
E.g. during the Great Depression in the 1930s,
the major capitalist governments raised taxes
and reduced spending the preferred method
of rationing imports was fiscal deflation, they
unilaterally devalued their currency, thereby
hoping that their exports would be cheaper for
overseas consumers, and raised tariffs on imports,
thereby encouraging domestic consumption of
domestic production.

BRETTON WOODS

In August 1944 the United States, Britain, and 42
other countries met at Bretton Woods, a small
resort town in New Hampshire, to sketch out the
rules and formal institutions that would govern
their trade and monetary relations. The main
architects of the conference were Harry White
of the US Treasury and John Maynard Keynes,
Britain’s leading economist. Formally known
as the International Monetary and Financial
Conference of the United and Associated
Nations, Bretton Woods made decisions that
were instrumental, in establishing a framework
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for commercial and financial conduct which
continues to be influential today.

CAPITAL CONTROLS

A broad range of measures that governments
undertake to restrict the movement of capital
and money across their national borders is called
Capital Controls. Capital controls may be imposed
on capital leaving a country or entering it. The
former include controls over outward transactions
for direct and equity investments by residents
and/or foreigners. The increasing integration of
global capital markets makes it difficult to sustain
fixed or managed exchange rates by individual
states. Thus for most countries the move towards
more free-floating rates is valuable. But since
there are also costs from too free a flow of shortterm capital, there is a need for capital controls as
one tool of macroeconomic policy.

CAPITALISM

Capitalism is a set of social relationships that
organise the material life of a society. It is a
particular social formation. Capitalism has two
forms of power: market and state. There are three
steps on the road to capitalism. First, the market
must penetrate material life. Second, labour and
land (otherwise known as the factors of production)
must themselves become subject to the market
process; third then the capitalist can hire labour
and rent land in order to reduce costs by operating
on a larger scale. Capitalism is not a self-sustaining
economic order, and its ability to generate wealth
depends on the capacity and willingness of states
to manage the instability and inequality that
capitalism generates at a global level.

CASINO CAPITALISM

The term itself was coined by the late Susan
Strange, and much of her work examines
the origins and consequences of financial
globalisation in the world economy. This concept
(and similar terms such as ‘mad money’ or ‘turbo
capitalism’) refers to the unregulated dynamics
of global capital movements. There are several
ways in which the domination of finance capital
negatively affects the real economy. First, by
providing economic incentives to gamble and
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speculate on financial instruments, global finance
capital diverts funds from long-term productive
investments. Second, it encourages banks and
financial institutions to maintain high real
interest rates, which significantly reduces the
ability of productive industries to access credit.
Third, finance capital (because of its speculative
nature) brings uncertainty and volatility in
interest and exchange rates. This volatility is
extremely harmful to various sectors of the real
economy, particularly trade. Lastly, it seriously
undermines efforts by governments to support
full employment and reduce inequality.

CLASH OF CIVILISATIONS

Samuel Huntington’s article ‘The clash of
civilizations’ was published in the journal
Foreign Affairs in 1993 and resulted in a heated
academic and public debate. The appeal of
Huntington’s theory is his attempt to develop
an all-encompassing construct that explains not
only the conflicts of the present and future, but
also the key features of the international political
system. Critics have argued that Huntington
underestimates the enduring strength of
Western civilisation, global capitalism, and
interdependence. Whilst his vision does alert
us to the ways in which cultural values can
exacerbate particular conflicts (e.g. between the
former Soviet Union and Afghanistan, and during
the wars in the Gulf in 1991 and in Yugoslavia
over the past decade), it remains flawed in some
important respects.

CNN FACTOR

Ted Turner dedicated the Cable News Network
(CNN) on 1 June 1980, calling the round-theclock news operation ‘America’s news channel’.
Using satellites to deliver CNN to cable operators
around the country meant that Turner could
reach American consumers without having to
build a conventional network of local broadcast
affiliates to rebroadcast his programmes over the
airwaves.

COLD WAR

A period in international history (beginning soon
after the end of the Second World War and ending

in the early 1990s) as well as a description of the
overall relationship between the United States
and the Soviet Union during that period. Although
the cold war is fast fading into history, divergent
interpretations of its character continue to shape
expectations about some central features of
contemporary international relations. The cold
war coincided with the onset of the nuclear era as
well as decolonisation, both of which raised the
stakes in the competition. Nonetheless, despite
all the factors that kept the superpowers apart,
they did share some important common interests
that moderated their competition, particularly
after the Cuban missile crisis in 1962, when
many feared that a nuclear war would break out.
The division of Europe, arms control, the shared
interests in ensuring that real wars in the Third
World would not lead to direct conflict between
them; all these factors ensured a degree of
moderation in the cold war. In an era when the
problems of world order are greater than the
capacity of any state to respond to them effectively,
and in light of the evidence suggesting that the
cold war relationship could best be described as
an adversarial partnership, it is important not
to exaggerate the fruits of victory for the United
States and its allies.

COMMON SECURITY

This concept expresses the idea that security need
not be a value for which states compete. The idea
of common security (sometimes referred to as
cooperative security) stresses on non-competitive
approaches through which adversaries can achieve
security with, rather than against, each other.

COMMONWEALTH OF
INDEPENDENT STATES (CIS)

The Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) is
an intergovernmental organisation founded on 8
December 1991. It is a regional intergovernmental
organization of nine (originally ten) members,
plus two founding non-member, post-Soviet
republics in Eurasia. It was formed following
the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991
Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. The
purpose of the organisation is to assist in the
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orderly transfer of governmental functions and
treaty obligations of the former Soviet Union to
the successor states.

COMMUNISM

It is a philosophical, social, political,
economic ideology and movement whose
ultimate goal is the establishment of a communist
society, namely a socioeconomic order structured
upon the ideas of common ownership of
the means of production and the absence of social
classes, money and the state.
This concept has been interpreted in a variety
of ways – as a political philosophy, a utopia, an
existing system of political and economic rule,
a philosophy of history, and as a revolutionary
ideology of change diametrically opposed to
capitalism and liberal democracy.

COMMUNITARIANISM

It is the proposition that human beings only
develop their characteristically human capacities
within ‘society’. The individual does not exist
prior to society. Society is what shapes us, gives
our lives meaning, and makes us fully human. It
is a necessary condition for individuals becoming
moral agents and fully responsible, autonomous
beings.

CONCERT OF POWERS

In the early 1990s the idea of a concert of
powers became popular as a recipe for managing
relations between the great powers and for
providing a semblance of global governance in a
world without a formal government. In 1815 the
Concert of Europe was created as a mechanism to
enforce the decisions of the Congress of Vienna. It
was composed of the Quadruple Alliance that had
defeated Napoleon.

CONSTRUCTIVISM

Constructivism is a distinctive approach to
international relations that emphasises the
social, or intersubjective, dimension of world
politics. Constructivists insist that international
relations cannot be reduced to rational action and
interaction within material constraints (as some
realists claim) or within institutional constraints

at the international and national levels (as argued
by some liberal internationalists).

COSMOPOLITANISM

Cosmopolitanism has ancient roots in Western
civilisation. Cosmopolitanism refers to a
sociocultural condition, as in references to a
‘cosmopolitan world’. The concept implies a
layer of global governance which limits the
sovereignty of states and yet is not itself a world
state. Cosmopolitan institutions would co-exist
with states and would override their authority
in particular spheres of activity. The institutions
most studied for their potential to assist in the
realisation of such a cosmopolitan project are the
United Nations and the European Union.

CRISIS

The term ‘crisis’ is often used to draw attention
either to a particular problem such as the
‘environmental crisis’ – or to a dispute or set of
disputes between states, such as ‘the East–West
crisis’ or even ‘the 20 year crisis’ of the 1920s and
1930s. Crisis implies a moment of crucial decision
in the context of immense danger. Crises are quite
sudden transformations of ‘normal’ relations
between states. They may escalate and result in
war or may be dealt with in such a manner that
war is averted and the status quo ante restored.
A crisis is therefore a necessary phase between
peace and war, but one from which war does not
necessarily result.

CRITICAL THEORY

Critical theory refers to a set of Marxist-inspired
critical analyses of international theory and
practice. Critical theory with its emphasis on
rational communication provides a way of
supporting a tolerant universalism, which is
inclusive without denying or extinguishing
cultural diversity and difference.

DEBT TRAP

A situation in which a state has to spend much of
its earnings from trade, on servicing its external
debts rather than on economic and social
development. This is one of the most crippling
problems for Third World countries (or more
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accurately, the vast majority of their citizens).
The origins of the debt trap for poor states lie in
the formation of the Organisation of PetroleumExporting Countries (OPEC) in 1973 and the
dramatic rise in oil prices that year.

DECOLONISATION

The process whereby a colonial society achieves
constitutional independence from imperial rule.
It is the reverse of colonisation. Decolonisation
amounts to the granting or return of sovereignty to
the colony. In contemporary terms, decolonisation
is most often associated with the achievement of
political independence of Africa and much of Asia
from the European states after 1945.

DETERRENCE

Deterrence is a form of persuasion in military
strategy. To convey such a threat, the deterrer
must decide what constitutes an attack, and must
then decide what level of response would be
adequate to deter it. This in turn depends on the
deterrer’s estimation of the adversary’s intentions
and the values it places on them. For deterrence
to succeed, the threat must also be credible. Not
only must the potential aggressor believe that the
costs of an attack would be higher than it benefits,
but also that there is a significant likelihood that
such costs would indeed be incurred.

DIASPORA

It is a way of measuring development as the
provision of basic needs, and by looking at the
number of people living at or below the poverty
line. This is useful in looking at changes within
a country over time, as it is an indication of the
distribution of wealth in a particular country. A
hallmark of Diaspora studies is the examination
of cultural continuities and adaptations
characteristic of such movements. The term
‘Diaspora’ was originally coined to describe
the circumstances of Jews who lived outside of
Palestine after the Babylonian exile.

DIPLOMACY

Diplomacy is the entire process through which
states conduct their foreign relations. It is the
means for allies to cooperate and for adversaries

to resolve conflicts without force. States
communicate, bargain, influence one another,
and adjust their differences through diplomacy.
Diplomacy is the implementation of foreign
policy, as distinct from the process of policy
formation. The importance of diplomacy arises
from the fact that most foreign policies are stated
very generally, without spelling out measures for
implementation. There are three main functions
of diplomacy – intelligence gathering, image
management, and policy implementation.

DISTRIBUTIVE JUSTICE

Normative principles designed to allocate goods in
limited supply relative to demand. The principles
vary in numerous dimensions. They vary visà-vis: which goods are subject to distribution
(income, wealth, opportunities, etc.); the nature
of the subjects of the distribution (individuals,
states, etc.); and the basis on which the goods
should be distributed (equality, according to
individual characteristics, according to free
market transactions, etc).

EMBEDDED LIBERALISM

Liberalism refers to a consensus among advanced
industrial states about the desirability of
maintaining open trade and therefore the need
to minimise protectionism and other beggar-thyneighbour policies. At the same time, the word
‘embedded’ refers to a parallel consensus about
the purpose of open or free trade. The concept of
embedded liberalism is consistent with what is
sometimes known as social liberalism, according
to which the cardinal value of individual freedom
from coercion by the state has to be balanced
against the positive freedom that the state can
promote by intervening in society to ensure some
measure of equality among its citizens.

ETHNIC CLEANSING

When ethnic populations are minorities in
territories controlled by rival ethnic groups, they
may be driven from the land or (in rare cases)
systematically exterminated. By driving out the
minority ethnic group, a majority group can
assemble a more unified, more contiguous, and
larger territory for its nation-state. This is what

many ethnic Serbs did through the policy of ethnic
cleansing after the breakup of Yugoslavia. It is a
literal translation of the expression etnickociscenje
in Serbo-Croatian/Croato-Serbian. It is important
to underline that the policy of ethnic cleansing
fundamentally represents a violation of human
rights and international humanitarian law.

EUROPEAN UNION (EU)

The European Commission is the body with the
formal and exclusive power to initiate all EU
legislation. It is supposed to represent the interest of
the Union as a whole, both in the political processes
within the EU and in negotiations with the outside
world. This means that it must take no instruction
from any of the member states’ governments. It is
accountable only to the European Parliament as
well as to the European Court.

EXPLOITATION

In everyday usage, exploitation simply means
taking unfair advantage of someone. The word
itself is almost meaningless in the absence of
a rigorous account of the ways in which it is
permissible and impermissible to benefit from
others.

EXTRATERRITORIALITY

In international law, extraterritoriality refers
to instances in which the jurisdiction and laws
of one sovereign state extend over the territory
of another, usually under a treaty granting such
rights.

FAILED STATE

A nominally sovereign state that is no longer
able to maintain itself as a viable political and
economic unit. It is a state that has become
ungovernable and lacks legitimacy in the eyes of
the international community.

FOREIGN AID

Foreign aid is money that one country voluntarily
transfers to another, which can take the form of a gift,
a grant or a loan. In the United States, the term usually
refers only to military and economic assistance the
federal government provides to other governments.

FOREIGN DIRECT INVESTMENT
(FDI)
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The transfer of capital, personnel, know-how,
and technology from one country to another for
the purpose of establishing or acquiring incomegenerating assets.

FREE TRADE

This concept refers to what is more accurately
called open trade, or trade between countries
based on the laws of comparative advantage.
Comparative advantage is the low relative cost
of a good compared with its relative cost in other
countries.

FUNCTIONALISM

Functionalism is a system of thinking based on the
ideas of Emile Durkheim that looks at society from
a large scale perspective. It examines the necessary
structures that make up a society and how each part
helps to keep the society stable.

GENOCIDE
An endeavour to eradicate a people because of
their nationality, race, ethnicity, or religion.

GEOPOLITICS

Analysis of the geographic influences on power
relationships in international-relations. The
word geopolitics was originally coined by the
Swedish political scientist Rudolf Kjellén about the
turn of the 20th century.

GLOBAL CIVIL SOCIETY
Civil society refers to a public space where citizens
and groups can engage in political activities
independently of the state. It refers to the vast
assemblage of groups operating across borders
and beyond the reach of governments. Whether
such organizations constitute a new, increasingly
autonomous realm or are merely artefacts of
Western liberal society is widely debated.

GLOBAL GOVERNANCE

The techniques, institutions, rules, norms, and
legal arrangements used to manage relations
between states and to facilitate cooperative action
across various issue-areas.

GLOBALISATION
Atermthatreferstotheaccelerationandintensification
of mechanisms, processes, and activities that are
allegedly promoting global interdependence and
perhaps, ultimately, global political and economic
integration. It is, therefore, a revolutionary concept,
involving the deterritorialisation of social, political,
economic, and cultural life.

GLOBAL WARMING

It is the long-term heating of Earth’s climate system
observed since the pre-industrial period (between
1850 and 1900) due to human activities, primarily
fossil fuel burning, which increases heat-trapping
greenhouse gas levels in Earth›s atmosphere.

GREAT POWERS
China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom and the
United States are often referred to as great powers
by academics due to «their political and economic
dominance of the global arena». These five nations
are the only states to have permanent seats with veto
power on the UN Security Council.

GROUP OF SEVEN (G7)
An intergovernmental organisation (IGO)
comprising the world’s leading industrial powers.
Its members include the United States, Britain,
France, Italy, Germany, Japan, and Canada.

HEGEMONIC STABILITY THEORY

Hegemonic stability theory (HST) is a theory of
international relations, rooted in research from the
fields of political science, economics, and history.
HST indicates that the international system is more
likely to remain stable when a single nation-state is
the dominant world power, or hegemonic.

HUMAN RIGHTS

Human rights include the right to life and liberty,
freedom from slavery and torture, freedom of
opinion and expression, the right to work and
education, and many more. Everyone is entitled
to these rights, without discrimination.

HUMANITARIAN INTERVENTION

Humanitarian intervention has been defined as a
state›s use of military force against another state,
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with publicly stating its goal is to end human rights
violations in that state.» This definition may be
too narrow as it precludes non-military forms
of intervention such as humanitarian aid and
international sanctions.

IDEALISM

In philosophy, idealism is the diverse group of
metaphysical philosophies which asserts that
«reality» is in some way indistinguishable or
inseparable from human understanding and/
or perception; that it is in some sense mentally
constituted, or otherwise closely connected to ideas.

IMAGINED COMMUNITY

This concept is the brainchild of one of the
most original students of nationalism, Benedict
Anderson. In his well-known book Imagined
Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread
of Nationalism (1991), Anderson is particularly
interested in how people come to believe that,
as individuals. They are members of a particular
nation that is entitled to sovereignty over a piece
of territory and can feel so loyal to their nation
that they are prepared to die in its defence.

IMPERIALISM

A policy aimed at conquering or controlling
foreign people and territory. The essence of an
imperial state is that it seeks to derive a benefit of
some sort from those states and peoples unable
to defend themselves against its superior military
and/or economic force.

INTEGRATION

This is designed to improve the quality of
domestic and global governance, to streamline
decision-making, and provide a basis for collective
action. This refers to a process whereby states
transfer some degree of political, economic, and
legal decision-making power to supranational
institutions on a global scale.

INTERDEPENDENCE

The condition of a relationship between two
parties in which the costs of breaking their
relations or of reducing their exchanges are
roughly equal for each of them.

INTERNATIONAL LAW
International law, also known as public
international law and law of nations, is the set of
rules, norms, and standards generally accepted in
relations between nations.

INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND
(IMF)

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) is an
organization of 189 countries, working to foster
global monetary cooperation, secure financial
stability, facilitate international trade, promote
high employment and sustainable economic
growth, and reduce poverty around the world.

INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY

“International society” is a term of art introduced
into the study of international relations largely by
a group of scholars working in the United Kingdom
in the 1950s and 1960s, often referred to as the
“English School” of international relations—and
was in part clearly an attempt to distinguish their
emphasis from the emphasis on the international
system very prevalent in international-relations
scholarship in the United States at that time. It
was derived from the historical and legal study
of human interactions that had its origins in the
growth of the diplomatic system in Europe.

INTER-PARADIGM DEBATE

The inter-paradigm debate in international
relations theory refers to the academic
debate between proponents of realist, liberal,
and Marxist approaches to international relations
theory.

IRREDENTISM

Irredentism describes various political and/or
popular movements that claim, reclaim (usually
on behalf of the corresponding purported nation),
and seek to occupy territory that the movement’s
members consider to be a “lost” (or “unredeemed”)
territory, based on history or even legend.

ISOLATIONISM

A political strategy committed to minimal
diplomatic participation in the international
system. The fundamental idea behind isolationism
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is that a state will be more secure and less prone
to external interference if it limits its contact with
other states.

JUST WAR

Just war, notion that the resort to armed force (jus
ad bellum) is justified under certain conditions;
also, the notion that the use of such force (jus in
bello) should be limited in certain ways.

LEAGUE OF NATIONS

League of Nations, an organization for
international cooperation established on January
10, 1920, at the initiative of the victorious Allied
powers at the end of World War I.

LIBERAL INTERNATIONALISM

Liberal internationalism is a foreign policy
doctrine that argues that liberal states should
intervene in other sovereign states in order to
pursue liberal objectives. Such intervention can
include both military invasion and humanitarian aid.

MIDDLE POWER

In international relations, a middle power is
a sovereign state that is not a great power or a
superpower, but still has large or moderate
influence and international recognition.

MISPERCEPTION

There are a number of reasons why misperception
occurs. Some of these are based on well-known
psychological factors; others are derived from
inappropriate belief systems. Among the former
are cognitive overconfidence, the common
propensity to avoid cognitive dissonance, and
what is called defensive avoidance.

MODERNISATION THEORY

Modernization theory maintains that traditional
societies will develop as they adopt more modern
practices.

MULTILATERALISM

In international relations, multilateralism refers
to an alliance of multiple countries pursuing a
common goal.

MUTUALLY ASSURED
DESTRUCTION (MAD)
A relationship between two states in which
each can destroy the other’s society even after
absorbing an all-out attack (or first strike) by the
other state. In short, each state has an invulnerable
second-strike capability.

NATIONAL INTEREST

The interest of a nation as a whole held to be an
independent entity separate from the interests
of subordinate areas or groups and also of other
nations or supranational groups any foreign
policy which operates under the standard of the
national interest— H. J. Morgenthau.

NATIONALISM

An ideology and movement that promotes the
interests of a particular nation (as in a group
of people) especially with the aim of gaining
and maintaining the nation’s sovereignty (selfgovernance) over its homeland

NATION-STATE

A nation state is a state in which a great majority
shares the same culture and is conscious of it.
The nation state is an ideal in which cultural
boundaries match up with political boundaries.

NEWLY INDUSTRIALISING
COUNTRIES (NICs)

Newly industrialized countries (or NICs), are
developing economies that have advanced
towards industrialization and might become
developed, at some point, in the near future.
China, India, Malaysia, Thailand, the Philippines,
South Africa, Turkey, Brazil, and Mexico are
commonly considered NICs.
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organization implements the North Atlantic Treaty
that was signed on 4 April 1949. NATO constitutes a
system of collective defence whereby its independent
member states agree to mutual defence in response
to an attack by any external party.

NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION

Nuclear proliferation is the spread of nuclear
weapons, fissionable material, and weaponsapplicable nuclear technology and information
to nations not recognized as «Nuclear Weapon
States» by the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons, commonly known as the NonProliferation Treaty or NPT.

ORDER

A stable pattern of relations among international
actors that sustains a set of common goals or
purposes. Order should not be confused with
peace or justice.

ORGANISATION FOR ECONOMIC
COOPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT
(OECD)
It is an intergovernmental economic organisation
with 37 member countries, founded in 1961 to
stimulate economic progress and world trade.
It is a forum of countries describing themselves
as committed to democracy and the market
economy, providing a platform to compare policy
experiences, seek answers to common problems,
identify good practices and coordinate domestic
and international policies of its members.

ORGANISATION FOR SECURITY AND
COOPERATION IN EUROPE (OSCE)

A non-tariff barrier is a way to restrict trade
using trade barriers in a form other than a tariff.
Nontariff barriers include quotas, embargoes,
sanctions, and levies.

The Organization for Security and Co-operation
in Europe is the world’s largest security-oriented
intergovernmental organization. Its mandate
includes issues such as arms control, promotion
of human rights, freedom of the press, and fair
elections.

An intergovernmental military alliance between
30 North American and European countries. The

OPEC’s objective is to co-ordinate and unify
petroleum policies among Member Countries, in

NON-TARIFF BARRIER (NTB)

NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY
ORGANISATION (NATO)

ORGANISATION OF PETROLEUM
EXPORTING COUNTRIES (OPEC)

order to secure fair and stable prices for petroleum
producers; an efficient, economic and regular supply
of petroleum to consuming nations; and a fair return
on capital to those investing in the industry.

POLITICAL RISK

Political risk is the risk an investment›s returns
could suffer as a result of political changes or
instability in a country. Instability affecting
investment returns could stem from a change
in government, legislative bodies, other foreign
policymakers or military control.

POSTMODERNISM

Postmodernism is a broad movement that
developed in the mid- to late 20th century across
philosophy, the arts, architecture, and criticism,
marking a departure from modernism.

ROGUE STATE

A state that regularly violates international
standards of acceptable behaviour. Over the last
decade Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq, Libya, and North
Korea have all been given this highly pejorative
label.

SAFE HAVEN

The term ‘safe haven’ or, as it is sometimes called,
‘safe area’, refers to an area within a country of
origin where would-be refugees are safe from
war or persecution, thus creating an alternative
to asylum outside the country.

SOVEREIGNTY

The concept of sovereignty originated with the
Peace of Westphalia in 1648, when governments
ceased to support co-religionists in conflict with
their own states. Sovereignty is the full right and
power of a governing body over itself, without
any interference from outside sources or bodies.

SUPERPOWER

A superpower is a state with a dominant position
characterized by its extensive ability to exert
influence or project power on a global scale. This
is done through the combined means of economic,
military, technological and cultural strength as
well as diplomatic and soft power influence.

THIRD WORLD

This term is used (loosely) to refer to the
economically underdeveloped countries of Asia,
Africa, Oceania, and Latin America, considered
as an entity with common characteristics, such
as poverty, high birth-rates, and economic
dependence on the advanced countries.

WAR CRIME

War crimes are defined in the statute that
established the International Criminal Court,
which includes: Grave breaches of the Geneva
Conventions, such as: Wilful killing, or causing
great suffering or serious injury to body or health.

ADDITIONAL TERMS USED

Brown Water Navy: It is a naval force which
comprises of small ships, like patrol boats and
gunboats, that are used to assist other mother
ships. These vessels are primarily used in rivers.
Green Water Navy: It is a naval force which has
capabilities to carry out offensive operations
in the littoral zones of a state. They operate in
coastal waters.
Blue Water Navy: It is a naval force having
capabilities to project power abroad in foreign
territories. The naval force can project power in
deep oceans far away from the domestic waters of
the state. Such ability to project power is possible
through acquisition of aircraft carriers. India has
aspiration of becoming blue water navy.

QUESTIONS FOR MAINS

1.

Explain the Marxist approach different from that of the liberalists.

4.

How does Marxism theory account for Global geopolitics development?

2.
3.

26

Why are Idealists known as intellectual precursors of Realists?

How do Realists explain the rise of China and Russia as global powers?

Chapter 7

INDIA

India and
South East Asia
Relations
India since Independence has always been a
strong advocate of decolonization in the region for
its growth and development. India was a strong
advocate for freedom of Indonesia from the Dutch
in 1940s and similarly used its decolonisation
policy to seek independence for Vietnam,
Cambodia, and Laos. The relationship was also
based on the principles of the Non-alignment
during that period.

The Look East Policy

The ‘Look East’ policy as having evolved through
two phases, the first ‘ASEAN-centred and focused
primarily on trade and investment linkages’
and the second ‘characterized by an expanded
definition of “East”, extending from Australia to
East Asia, with ASEAN at its core’. The latter phase
marks a shift from trade to wider economic and
security issues, including joint efforts to protect
the sea-lanes and coordinate counter-terrorism
activities. As India adopted an open economy,
India decided to learn the models from
SEA. The Rao government officially launched the
LEP in 1994 when Rao delivered a

lecture during his visit to Singapore. In the
first phase of the LEP, India decided to expand
economic ties with SEA and provide an answer
to ASEAN’S search for an alternative to China in
the grouping Phase-1. The idea of LEP was to
economically integrate with ASEAN. India wanted
to attract investments from SEA to facilitate its

domestic growth. As India and SEA had historical
and cultural ties and the LEP provided a bridge
to the past phase-2, the LEP of India was further
enhanced during the Vajpayee government. Some
scholars have called it Phase-II of the LEP. The
second phase has focused on enhancing security
partnerships. The second phase also expanded
the geographical sphere of India’s engagement in
the region to include East Asia.
It went beyond just economic ties to
security, protection of interests and lines of
communications.

“In line with India’s Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative
(IPOI) and the ASEAN’s Outlook on Indo-Pacific
to achieve shared security, prosperity and growth
for all in the region.” is an initiative launched by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the East Asia
Summit in Thailand in November 2019. The
initiative is centred on seven pillars including
maritime security; maritime ecology; maritime
resources; capacity building and resource sharing;
disaster risk reduction and management; science,
technology, and academic cooperation; and trade
connectivity and maritime transport. India has
called on Vietnam to partner on one of the seven
pillars of the IPOI.

India has started working on the ‘Necklace
of Diamonds’ strategy. This strategy aims at
garlanding China or in simple words, the counter
encirclement strategy. India is expanding its
naval bases and is also improving relations with
strategically placed countries to counter China’s
strategies.
EXPECTED QUESTION

In the context of ASEAN (Association of
Southeast Asian Nations)-India relations, what
are the prospects of India-ASEAN Connectivity
Partnerships? How is the cross-border
connectivity between India and Southeast
Asian nations important? Discuss.

Three challenges for India’s ‘Act
East’ policy

India’s opposition to the Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) and boycott of Beijing’s flagship BRI forum in

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
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The invasion of the Srivijaya kingdom in Sumatra
by the South Indian king Rajendra Chola in the
eleventh century CE, was the only instance of
expansion and imperialism; however India did
not have any such ambitions in Southeast Asia.
Hinduism and Buddhism spread throughout
the Asian continent from India, being carried
by traders and missionaries across much
of Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand, while
Buddhism was taken to and through Tibet to
China and Korea, where it further spread to Japan
and Vietnam and also flourished in Myanmar, Sri
Lanka, Cambodia and Thailand.
Various versions of ‘The Ramayana’ are performed
in many South East Asia nations.

Most of these so called ‘great Indianized kingdoms
arose over the centuries throughout Asia and
particularly Southeast Asia based on Indian court
customs, administrative organization on the
Indian pattern, and laws based on the Code of
Manu. Japan and Indonesia are examples of how
the Hindu Gods and Goddesses became a part of
their culture.

India’s cooperation and engagement with South
East Asia increased after the announcement of the
Look East Policy (LEP) in the early 1990s. This is
visible from the increase in bilateral trade, crossborder capital flows and people-to-people contact.
India and ASEAN have upgraded their ties to a
strategic partnership. India has also embedded
deeper in the Southeast Asian regional architecture
through trade and investment agreements with the
ASEAN and individual Southeast Asian countries
like Singapore and Malaysia. The Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)
being negotiated by the ASEAN, Australia, China,
India, Japan, New Zealand and South Korea would
integrate India deeper with the region. India’s
search for economic space resulted in the ‘Look
East Policy’. The Look East Policy has today matured
into a dynamic and action oriented ‘Act East Policy.
The look east policy was first enunciated by Prime
Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao at the end of the
Cold War in 1991 and pursued faithfully by all his

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND Contd...
successors. PM at the 12th ASEAN India Summit
and the 9th East Asia Summit held in Nay Pyi Taw,
Myanmar, in November, 2014, formally enunciated
the Act East Policy.
The up-gradation of the relationship into a
Strategic Partnership in 2012 was a natural
progression to the ground covered since India
became a Sectoral Partner of the ASEAN in
1992, Dialogue Partner in 1996 and Summit
Level Partner in 2002. There are, in total, 30
Dialogue Mechanisms between India and ASEAN,
cutting across various sectors. India’s focus on a
strengthened and multi-faceted relationship with
ASEAN is an outcome of the significant changes
in the world’s political and economic scenario
since the early 1990s, and it’s own march towards
economic liberalization.
Apart from ASEAN, India has taken other policy
initiatives in the region that involve some
members of ASEAN like BIMSTEC, MGC etc. India
is also an active participant in several regional
forums like the Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM), East
Asia Summit (EAS), ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF),
ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting + (ADMM+)
and Expanded ASEAN Maritime Forum (EAMF).
Jawaharlal Nehru had referred, in The Discovery
of India, to Southeast Asia as ‘Greater India’, but
mostly the relations remained weak during cold
war era.
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May 2017 may have signalled resolving to ASEAN.
It makes little economic sense to exclude oneself
from a massive infrastructure and connectivity
enterprise in which numerous ASEAN states
are implicated. Going forward, therefore, India’s
economic and political priorities may increasingly
come into conflict.

By deepening defence cooperation in the South
China Sea, New Delhi risks getting embroiled
in a future maritime controversy or conflict
between Beijing and one or more ASEAN nations.
At that point, low-level adventurism (on both
sides) might very well turn out to have major
consequences that India cannot deter or see
through due to insufficient naval capabilities for
sustained operations outside the Indian Ocean.
Without this capability, India’s support to ASEAN
countries in a potential crisis will be nothing more
than rhetorical and quickly discredited.
Finally, and perhaps most importantly, Beijing’s
ability to sow divisions within ASEAN is likely
to complicate any future attempts by New Delhi
to build closer economic and security ties with
the latter. Countries such as Laos, Cambodia, and
Myanmar in particular, given their low levels of
development compared to other ASEAN members,
have proved susceptible to Chinese inducements
and pressure (Vietnam, while less developed,
has sought to diversify partnerships and resist
Chinese influence). Others such as Singapore
are occasionally thrown into uncertainty by
unexpected rockiness in their relations with
China. Thus, while ASEAN may speak well with
one voice to India, its tone will be modulated by
Beijing’s manoeuvrings relative to individual
member states, particularly as the BRI unfolds
across the region.

India’s Strategic Bases
1.

Changi Naval Base, Singapore: In 2018,
Prime Minister Modi signed an agreement
with Singapore. The agreement has provided
direct access to this base to the Indian Navy.
While sailing through the South China Sea,
the Indian Navy can refuel and rearm its
ship through this base.

2.

3.
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Sabang Port, Indonesia: In 2018, India got
the military access to Sabang Port which
is located right at the entrance of Malacca
Strait. This strait is one of the world’s
famous choke point. A large chunk of trade
and crude oil passes on to China through
this region.
Duqm Port, Oman: In 2018, India got
another military access after Sabang Port
in Indonesia. The Duqm Port is located on
the south-eastern seaboard of Oman. The
port facilitates India’s crude imports from
the Persian Gulf. In addition to this, Indian
facility is located right between the two

4.

5.

important Chinese pearls-- Djibouti in Africa
and Gwadar in Pakistan.
Assumption Island, Seychelles: In 2015,
India and Seychelles agreed upon the
development of the naval base in this region.
This gives the military an access to India.
This base is of strategic importance to India
as China desperately wants to increase its
presence in the African continent through
the maritime silk route.
Chabahar Port, Iran: In 2016, Prime Minister
Modi signed an agreement to build this port.
The port provides access to Afghanistan and
an important trade route to Central Asia.
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India - Vietnam
Relations
Cultural and economic links between India
and Vietnam date back to 2nd century. In
contemporary era, relations between India and
Vietnam have been governed by several areas of
shared political interests. Mahatma Gandhi and
Ho Chi Minh, regarded as the Father of Nation
in India and Vietnam respectively, led people in
their heroic struggle against colonialism in the
two countries.
India supported Vietnam’s independence from
France, opposed American involvement in
the Vietnam War, and supported unification
of Vietnam. India was the Chairman of the
International Commission for Supervision and
Control (ICSC), which was formed pursuant to
the Geneva Accord of 1954 to facilitate the peace
process in Vietnam. India initially maintained
Consulate-level relations with the then North
and South Vietnams and later established full
diplomatic relations with unified Vietnam on
7 January 1972. Relations between the two
countries were elevated to the level of ‘Strategic
Partnership’ during the visit of Vietnam’s Prime
Minister Nguyen Tan Dung to India in July 2007.
In 2016, during Prime Minister Modi’s visit to
Vietnam, bilateral relations were further elevated
to a “Comprehensive Strategic Partnership”.

In the context of COVID-related travel limitations,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Prime
Minister Nguyen Xuan Phuc held the first ever
India-Vietnam Virtual Summit on 21 December
2020, during which they adopted a historic “Joint
Vision for Peace, Prosperity and People” to guide
the future development of bilateral relations.
On the sidelines of the Virtual Summit, the two

Foreign Ministers also signed a Plan of Action for
the period 2021-23 to implement the Joint Vision.

DIASPORA

An estimated 5500 people from India, including
some short-term visitors, constitute the Indian
community in Vietnam. A majority of them are
based in and around Ho Chi Minh City (HCMC)
in the southern part of Vietnam. Most of the
community members are professionals employed
in business and trading companies, oil refineries,
IT sector, hotels/restaurants, mining, yoga
institutions, civil aviation sector and schools.
Some Indians in Vietnam currently hold senior
positions in multi-national companies and
international organisations.

ECONOMIC COOPERATION

From a meagre US$200 million in the year 2000,
bilateral trade between India and Vietnam has
seen steady growth over the years. According
to Indian statistics in 2019-20 (April-March)
bilateral trade between India and Vietnam
reached US$12.34 billion.

Indian exports to Vietnam in steel, seafood,
pharmaceuticals, plastics, oil seed and yarn
registered an increase during 2020. In 2020,
for India, Vietnam was the 15th largest trading
partner globally and the 4th largest within ASEAN
trading after Singapore, Indonesia and Malaysia.
India’s investments in Vietnam are estimated
at around US$ 1.9 billion including investments
routed through third countries with major sectors
of investment being energy, mineral exploration,
agro-processing, sugar, tea, coffee manufacturing,
agro-chemicals, IT and auto components.
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Under the Mekong Ganga Cooperation (MGC)
framework, India has been taking up Quick
Impact Projects (QIPs), each valued at US$50,000,
in different provinces of Vietnam for development
of community infrastructure.
Vietnam is also keen for India to expand its
presence in oil and gas exploration in the South
China Sea and has firmly maintained that the
areas fall well within Vietnam’s economic zone.
India has on many occasions explained that it will
continue to maintain its oil and gas exploration
tie-ups with Vietnam in Vietnamese waters. A
recent virtual meeting of the Vietnam Trade
Office in India and the Associated Chambers of
Commerce and Industry of India (ASSOCHAM)
identified several additional areas for cooperation
between India and Vietnam.

The two also decided to continue the momentum
in regional strategic platforms such as those under
ASEAN. This will be in continuation of the already
vibrant conversations between India and ASEAN.
For instance, in December 2019, India hosted
the Delhi Dialogue-XI with ASEAN countries
under the theme “Advancing Partnership in the
Indo-Pacific.” In February 2020, India, Australia,
and Indonesia hosted the 4th East Asia Summit
Conference on maritime security issues. There are
a number of platforms and venues that have been
created at track 1 and 1.5 levels in recent years
to create and sustain linkages between India and
ASEAN countries on the Indo-Pacific theme.

DEFENCE COOPERATION

Vietnam is now also an important QUAD PLUS
partner along with New Zealand and South Korea.
Defence Cooperation has emerged as a significant
pillar of strategic partnership with Vietnam. After
the signing of the MoU on Defence Cooperation by
the two Defence Ministers in November 2009, the
relations have grown from strength to strength.
Indian ships regularly make friendly port calls
to Vietnam. For the first time, a Vietnamese Ship
participated in the International Fleet Review at
Vishakhapatnam, India, in February 2016.
Indian Naval Ship INS Kiltan undertook a visit to Ho

Chi Minh City to deliver flood relief materials for
the people of Central Vietnam. It also participated
in the PASSEX Exercise with Vietnam People’s
Navy. The 1st India-Vietnam Maritime Security
Dialogue was held at Additional Secretary-level
in Hanoi in March 2019. The 1st Policy Planning
Dialogue between the two Foreign Ministries
was held in September 2020 at the level of Joint
Secretary/Director General. Both countries also
maintain Parliamentary exchanges.
Defence ties between India and Vietnam are also
gathering traction. India earlier gave Vietnam a
$100 million line of credit for the procurement
of 12 high-speed patrol boats. An Indian private
sector firm, Larsen & Toubro (L&T) is developing
the boats. In February this year, J.D. Patil, director
and senior executive vice president of defence and
smart technologies at L&T, stated that they will
be delivering the first boat this September. “Five
boats will be built by L&T while the remaining
will be built in Vietnam. We are trying to finish the
boats by mid 2021.”

India has also given Vietnam another $500 million
line of credit for buying defence equipment from
India. Discussions are on at present to identify the
systems that Vietnam may be interested in buying
from India. According to defence sources quoted
in the media, Hanoi is interested in India’s Akash
surface-to-air systems and Dhruv advanced
light helicopters. Defence analysts argue that
especially in the wake of the Galwan clash, India
must proceed with both the Brahmos and the
Akash missile systems and not continue being a
coy on account of China’s reactions. Discussions
on the possible sale of Brahmos have been going
on for a few years now. Reportedly, disagreements
with Russia (the missile was jointly developed
with Russia) on the sale have been resolved.
India is setting up the Satellite Tracking and
Imaging Centre by Indian Space Research
Organisation in Southern Vietnam for intelligence
gathering to keep an eye on China. Recently,
Indian army personnel have provided training for
Vietnamese military personnel to work in the UN
peacekeeping force.
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Sectoral Takeaways from the Delhi Declaration of the ASEAN-India
Commemorative Summit

Information & Communication Technology (ICT)

Miscellaneous
Implementation of the ASEAN-India Space
Co-operation Programme

Co-operation on cyber-security capacity building and policy
coordination

Completion of the India-MynmarThailand Trilateral Highway
Project and extension up to
Cambodia, Lao PDR and Vietnam

Industrial Development

Counter-Terrorism

Promote private sector engagement and
strengthen business-to-business relations,
provide impetus to ASEAN-Indian Business Council

Combating extremism through
prevention of cross-border militant
movement, information sharing and
law-enforcement cooperation

Aviation & Maritime Transport
Expeditious conclusion of the ASEAN-India Air Transport Agreement
(AI-ATA) and the ASEAN-India Maritime Transport Agreement (AI-MTA)

Way Forward

Coordinating at Global Level: Keeping in mind
the strategic challenges in the Indo-Pacific region,
primarily those posed by China, India and Vietnam
should work in close coordination at multilateral
institutions such as the U.N. Security Council,
where both India and Vietnam are elected to be
non-permanent members in 2021.
Coordinating At Economic Front: Both Countries
need to leverage the economic opportunities
available because of the anti-China sentiments and
shifting of several manufacturing firms from China.
However, India should figure out a strategy, so
that India’s stance of not joining RCEP should not
become a barrier in the growth of trade between
the two countries.
Moreover, India can learn from Vietnam’s open
trade policy, due to which Vietnam’s exports have
grown by about 240% in the past eight years.

Coordinating
With
Other
Regional
Partners: Vietnam’s leadership of ASEAN may
make it easier for India and ASEAN to cooperate
more on regional security issues.
Some of the big powers within ASEAN like
Indonesia are also likely to take stronger positions
against China given its aggressive posture in the
South China Sea.
Building Deeper Relations: Both Countries
should expedite the process of negotiations for
finalisation of defence deals.
This assumes more importance for India after
the Galwan valley Clash & China’s disrespecting
of the international law including the 1982 UN
Convention on the Law of the Sea.
Think about itThe convergence on
international and regional issues between
India and Vietnam makes future prospects
for deepening ties especially in the context of
countering China in SE Asia.
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India - South Korea
Relations
India and South Korea, as democracies, share
common values and have been seen above
convergent interests in the region. As middlepower democracies in Asia where they are
becoming stronger, and the collective threat from
authoritarian China, democracy building and
cooperation can be a critical platform. The region,
which is already experiencing the evolution of
a democratic bloc in the name of Indo-Pacific
quadrilateral involving India, Japan, Australia,
and the US, needs the support of other middle
powers such as South Korea and Indonesia.

It is not a mere coincidence that India and South
Korea share the tiger as their national animal–the
Siberian for the Koreans, and the Royal Bengal for
the Indians. The two countries share a history of
more than 2000 years and India played a key role
in Korean affairs soon after its independence in
1945 which coincided with India’s own freedom
in 1947.
India-Republic of Korea (RoK) relations have
made great strides in recent years and have
become truly multidimensional, spurred by a
significant convergence of interests, mutual
goodwill and high level exchanges.

Bilateral consular relations were established in
1962 which were upgraded to Ambassador-level
in 1973. This development caused a little impact
on trade and commercial relations, let alone
political and people-to-people ties. In course of
time, RoK’s open market policies found resonance
with India’s economic liberalization and ‘Look
East Policy’ as well as “Act East Policy”. Consistent
Indian support for peaceful reunification of the
two Koreas has been well received in this country.

According to “Samguk Yusa” or “The Heritage
History of the Three Kingdoms”

written in the 13th century, a Princess from
Ayodhya (Suriratna) came to Korea, married King
Kim-Suro, and became Queen Hur Hwang-ok in
the year 48 AD

Korean Buddhist Monk Hyecho (704–787 CE)
or Hong Jiao visited India from 723 to 729 AD
and wrote a travelogue ‘Pilgrimage to the five
kingdoms of India’ which gives a vivid account of
Indian culture, politics & society. The travelogue
was rediscovered in China in 1908 and was
subsequently translated into different languages,
including Hindi, under the aegis of UNESCO. The
original fragment is now owned by the National
Library of France. Nobel Laureate Rabindranath
Tagore also composed a short but evocative
poem – ‘Lamp of the East’ - in 1929 about Korea’s
glorious past and its promising bright future.
India played a crucial and decisive role in Korean
affairs soon after the latter’s independence in
1945. India’s first foreign secretary, K P S Menon,
served as Chairman of the nine-member United
Nations (UN) Commission that was set up in 1947
to oversee elections in Korea.
During the Korean War (1950-53), the warring
sides accepted a UN resolution sponsored by
India calling for a ceasefire; it was declared on 27
July 1953.

An important visit by the then Indian President
APJ Abdul Kalam at a critical juncture to Seoul in
February 2006 opened the door for a more vibrant
phase in India-South Korea relations. It resulted
in the launching of a Joint Task Force to conclude
a bilateral Comprehensive Economic Partnership
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Agreement (CEPA), which was operationalised
on 1 January 2010. Also, it led to the strategic
partnership between the two countries which was
later upgraded to ‘special strategic partnership’ in
2015.
The landmark shift happened when Prime
Minister Modi unveiled new policy of ‘Act East’
signalling the government’s strong commitment
to deepen relations with countries in the IndoPacific region such as Japan and RoK. As a follow
up, Prime Minister Modi paid a state visit to South
Korea within the first year of his government, in
May 2015. During this eventful state visit, IndiaRoK bilateral relations were upgraded to ‘special
strategic partnership’. In the ‘Joint Statement for
Special Strategic Partnership’, the two countries
agreed to establish a 2+2 consultation mechanism
at the level of the Secretary/Vice Minister of
Foreign Office and Defence Ministry.
President Moon made a four-day state visit
to India in July 2018 became instrumental in
providing a new impetus to India-South Korea
relations. With some 46 years since the two
countries established diplomatic relations, their
ties especially in the last decade or so have grown
robust and multi-dimensional, encompassing
a wide range of interests including nuclear
disarmament, maritime security, regional
economic cooperation, counterterrorism, and
energy cooperation.

ECONOMIC RELATIONS

Korea was one of the few countries that India has
signed a Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement, with an abridged form of a Free Trade
Agreement, in 2010. Its impact has been mixed
and economic ties have grown only in fits and
starts throughout last decade. In 2019, exports
from India accounted for $5.6 billion while
exports from South Korea stood at $15.1 billion.
Trade deficit has narrowed in the January-June
period of 2020 as exports from South Korea
slumped primarily due to coronavirus pandemic.
India and South Korea have signed numerous
bilateral agreements with the aim of taking their

ties to the next level. However, the economic
partnership is struck at $22 billion annually,
and their defence partnership appears to have
receded from great all-round promise to the mere
sale and purchase of weapon systems.
Major items exported from India to South
Korea are mineral fuels/oil distillates (mainly
naphtha), cereals, iron and steel. As against this,
Korea’s main export items are automobile parts,
telecommunication equipment, hot rolled iron
products, petroleum refined products, base
lubricating oils, mechanical appliances, electrical
machinery & parts, and iron and steel products.
Samsung decided to inaugurate world’s largest
mobile manufacturing facility in Noida in mid
2018 and other major companies like Hyundai
have a strong presence in Indian market.
Meanwhile, eight rounds of negotiations have
been completed for review of the India-South
Korea CEPA which started in 2016. India has also
taken up the review of India-Japan CEPA and
India ASEAN free trade agreement (FTA) with its
trading partners.

CULTURAL ASPECTS

At the heart of this bilateral stasis is the fact that,
despite the best efforts of many well-intended
leaders, Indians and South Koreans are failing to
touch a mutually meaningful chord of empathy
and move closer to each other as people. This is
at least in part due to cultural prejudices on both
sides, which stands in the way of a relationship
based on openness, curiosity and warmth.
Culture has played an important role in both
countries relations. For years, Korean cuisine
and TV serials have emerged as a key point of
consumption among several states in India’s
northeast. The popularity of Korean TV shows—
and K-pop in particular—have grown in the last
decade, albeit under curious circumstances. In
the early 2000s, several insurgent groups in
Nagaland and Manipur banned Hindi channels
and Bollywood movies in the region. This gave
the local people little choice but to turn to other
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viewing fares for entertainment, and Korean soap
operas became an attractive choice.

Jawaharlal Nehru University’s professor Ravikesh
has been awarded the South Korean Deputy
Prime Minister’s citation for his contributions
and research in the field of Korean studies in
India, the Korean Cultural Center in New Delhi
announced on February 13, 2021. The award was
jointly presented by the Deputy Prime Minister
and South Korea’s Department of Education.

India is among 10 trade partners of South
Korea and 6th largest destination for Korean
goods. Korean investments in India have
reached a cumulative figure of almost 6 billion
dollars. While India has Act East Policy, South
Korea has its New Southern Policy which focuses
on strengthening its economic and strategic
relations with Southeast Asia and India.

The Vision of the New Southern
Policy

The Korean government’s New Southern Policy
aims to cultivate its relations with ASEAN and
India as key partners in the southern region,
raise this partnership to the level of Korea’s
traditional four major diplomatic partners (the
U.S., China, Japan, Russia), develop values that can
be empathized with others, and build a mutually
prosperous “people centred” community.

The New Southern Policy aims to form a
multilateral economic and diplomatic framework
to adjust to the U.S.’s priority on domestic
concerns, which has been in full swing since the
inauguration of the Trump administration, and
to the expansion of China’s influence across East
Asia.
The New Southern Policy emphasizes the so-called
“3P community,” which stands for a community of
People, Prosperity and Peace.

Why India is important for South
Korea?

One of the points that the Koreans have been
making to India is that they see India as a country
that is now strategically important to them.

South Korea also finds in India, a very acceptable
partner.

India doesn’t have edges which can create
problems for them. They are aware of one factor
which they have grown up with, which is the
Pakistan factor.
With new issues cropping up in ties with China
and America, export-driven South Korea must
find new markets.

South Korea’s economic growth has slowed,
presenting it with important challenges. It is
targeting economies with the greatest growth
potential like India. Since it is heavily dependent
on China’s market, so diversification is essential
for South Korea. Ban Ki-Moon sees India as central
to NSP’s success and that is why cooperation for
development in third countries, like capacity
building programmes in Afghanistan, is needed.

Concerns

Both India and South Korea are concerned about
China’s rise, especially when China becomes
assertive. Both are increasingly worried about
Chinese electronic presence in India. There are
some basic problems which the leaders of India
and South Korea would have to tackle with. This is
also related to the trust between the businesses of
India and the businesses of South Korea. The trust
level between the business communities of the
two countries isn’t at the level where it should be.
Despite the formal announcement of a strategic
partnership a decade ago, Delhi and Seoul have
struggled to impart some real content into it. For
India, which has begun to adopt the notion of
an Indo-Pacific, Korea has not been at top of its
regional priorities in Asia. Prosperity brought
by globalisation to Asia over the recent decades
is under stress. India has also been complaining
about a 50 billion USD trade deficit.

Way Forward

India and South Korea should regularize their
summit meetings and meet more frequently at
the highest level. This will give directions to the
business and industry in each country to work
together.
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South Korea is the most technologically advanced
nation in Asia after Japan. Therefore, bringing
Japan on board would be an absolute boost to
India’s ability to become a more powerful nation.

of the current volatility in the relations between
US and China.

India would need to work with South Korea on new
generation technologies and core technologies,
while at the same time consolidating the existing
relationship.

At a time when U.S. foreign policy is capricious and
unpredictable, and China’s is making purposeful
moves towards global domination, it is important
that the South Korea-India partnership grows
and consolidates, to contribute to stability in the
region.

There is an urgent need to strengthen economic
partnership. As a trade war unfolds between US
and China, Delhi and Seoul need to liberalise their
own bilateral trade relations.

The two sides also need to focus on expanding
bilateral security and defence cooperation and
working together with other countries to promote
a stable Asian balance of power system.
Delhi and Seoul should focus on building flexible
middle power coalitions in Asia to limit the impact

The business community of both countries
must leverage opportunities arising from
complementarities between the two economies to
enhance investment, to promote joint ventures,
and to work towards the goal of raising bilateral
trade to $50 billion by 2030″.

Think about it- Significance of ASEAN for
India’s geostrategic and economic aspects and
how South Korea plays an important role in it.

India - North
Korea Relations
According to 2014 BBC World Service Poll, 73%
of Indians view North Koreas worldly influence
positively, with 27% expressing a negative view.

India has always maintained that any peaceful
agreement between North Korea & South
Korea will be strongly endorsed. India has also
cleared that it wants the reunification of Korea.
However, India is a critic of North Korea’s nuclear
proliferation record and has also voiced concerns
of denuclearization and disarmament. India has
repeatedly condemned North Korean nuclear
tests and views its nuclear programme as a threat
to regional security. But on the other side, India
has provided $1 Million medical assistance to
North Korea during the COVID - 19 pandemic.

The consular relations with DPRK (Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea) were set up on 1 March
1962. The Consulate General of India in DPRK was
established on Oct /Nov 1968. The diplomatic
relations between the two countries at Embassy
level were established on 10 December 1973.
The DPRK joined NAM in 1976 and it requested
India to raise the Korean issue at the NAM summit
and take up the issue of Korean reunification.

India advocated that the Korean issue be resolved
bilaterally between ROK and DPRK and that
the upcoming NAM Summit of 1977 was not an
appropriate forum for the matter. DPRK accepted
India’s request and trusted upon advice rendered by
India. At the UN Security Council, India supported
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action through UN Security Council resolution
(UNSCR)–82 and 83. It is interesting to note India
did not support UNSCR–84, which advocated
military assistance to ROK against DPRK.
India has contributed $1 million to the World
Food Programme for its humanitarian activities
in North Korea in the year 2019, the UN agency’s
monthly report released in November 2019
showed this, as the impoverished North struggles
to cope with chronic food shortages.
The Indian government sent $1 million worth of
anti-tuberculosis medicine to North Korea as per
a request from the World Health Organization
(WHO), according to a press release issued by the
Indian embassy in Pyongyang.

ECONOMIC RELATIONS

India is one of North Korea’s biggest trade
partners and a major food aid provider. According
to CII, India’s exports to North Korea in 2013
totalled more than US$60 million. India.
With effect from 7th March 2019, Indian citizens
can’t undertake capital account transactions with
North Korean citizens. Also Indian Government
has asked the existing investment transactions to
be liquidated within a period of 180 days from the
date of notification.
After the Korean War, India again played an
important role as the chair of the Neutral Nations
Repatriation Commission in the Korean peninsula.
i.

ii.

Cultural Agreement between India and
DPRK was signed in 1976. The 11th Cultural
Exchange Programme for 2010-12 was
signed during the visit of Secretary, Ministry
of Culture, from 23-25 March 2010. The 12th
Cultural Exchange Programme between
India and DPR Korea is in the final draft
stage.
Agreement between DPRK and India
on Cooperation in the field of Science &
Technology was signed on 8 May 1991
(initially valid for 5 years unless decided for
its termination by any of the parties).

iii.

iv.

v.

Agreement on Scientific Cooperation
between State Academy of DPRK and Indian
National Science Academy signed on 14 June
1994 (initially valid for two years and then
to be automatically extended for five years if
not terminated by either of the parties).

Protocol on Cooperation between the
Ministry of External Affairs of India and
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of DPRK signed on
17 February 1998 (initially valid for five years
and then to be automatically extended for a
further period of five years unless decided for
its termination by any of the parties).
An Agreement on Cooperation in the field of
Information between India and DPRK was
signed in April 2006. Under Article IX of the
Agreement, a Joint Committee was to be set
up to review the progress of the Agreement.
The Indian side formed a Committee in
November 2006.

The Korea-India Friendship Association (KIFA)
was established in February 1970 by the
Committee for Cultural Relations with Foreign
Countries (CCRFC) to foster friendly relations
and to project India’s cultural image in DPRK.
The Association is the nodal point for interaction
between the Mission and the CCRFC, which is
the counterpart of our ICCR (Indian Council for
Cultural Relations).
India›s relationship with North Korea has
however been affected by North Korean relations
with Pakistan especially due to its help for
Pakistan›s nuclear missile programme. In 1999,
India impounded a North Korean ship off the
Kandla coast that was found to be carrying missile
components and blueprints. India’s relations
with South Korea have far greater economic and
technological depth and India’s keenness for
South Korean investments and technology has in
turn affected its relations with the North adversely.
India has consistently voiced its opposition to
North Korean nuclear and missile tests.
Think about it- India’s balancing act with
North and South Korea in context of new US
administration under Biden.
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India - Thailand
Relations
The long history of India and Thailand relations
can be traced to the fact that reference are found in
ancient Indian literature characterising Thailand
as Swarnabhumi or the Golden Land. The Thai
lore of Ramakien, a local version of Ramayana,
and the wisdom of Lord Buddha bind the peoples
together. Loy Krathong and Songkran are inspired
by the two major Indian festivals Deepavali and
Holi. The 800-year-old connection between the
Tai people and Ahoms of North East India has
served as an enduring link.
Hindu influence reached Thailand over 2,000
years ago, soon after senior monks Sona Thera
and Uttara Thera were sent by Emperor Ashoka
to spread the gospel of Lord Buddha in 3rd
Century BCE. Hindu influence is clearly visible
in Thailand’s religious practices, customs,
traditions, deity worship, architecture of palaces
and temples (wats), in the arts, sculpture,
dance, drama, and literature. Royal coronation
ceremonies are conducted with Brahmanical rites,
and Thai monarchs of the current Chakri dynasty
have adopted the title of “Rama” on ascending
the throne (the present King, His Majesty Maha
Vajiralongkorn is Rama X).
Both Nations share a maritime boundary in the
Andaman Sea. India’s bilateral relations with
Thailand are rooted in history, age-old social
and cultural interactions and extensive people
to people contacts. The shared link of Buddhism
is reflected in regular pilgrimages to places of
Buddhist interest in India by a large number of
Thai people.

Hindu elements can be found among those
reflected in Thai architecture, arts, sculpture,
dance, drama and literature. The Thai language
incorporates Pali and Sanskrit influences.

DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS

During Cold War years, Southeast Asia, including
Thailand, did not figure prominently on India’s
strategic map or economic calculus. There are
many reasons for India’s relative neglect of this
region during this period. Because of its colonial
links, India’s ruling elite had an essentially
Western orientation in the post-1947 period.
Economically, due to the fact that Southeast Asia
was less developed than India until the 1970s,
it was not an attractive trading and economic
partner. India’s own economic policies were
insular and protectionist. It did not help that
India’s overland linkages to Southeast Asia were
blocked. Myanmar closed itself to the rest of the
world in the early sixties while East Pakistan/
Bangladesh was not amenable to providing transit
facilities. Politics too was intervened. India and
the Southeast Asian countries were on opposing
sides of the Cold War divide.
From India the only prime ministerial visit to
Thailand during this period was that of Rajiv
Gandhi in 1986.

Notwithstanding the historical ties between the
two countries, King Rama IX Bhumibol Adulyadej
did not visit India, although he and Queen Sirikit
visited several countries, including Pakistan,
during their extended world tours from 1959 to
1967.

ECONOMIC RELATIONS
Thai Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra was
invited as chief guest at India’s Republic Day
celebrations in 2012. She visited India again
in December that year to participate in the
Commemorative Summit held to mark 20 years
of the Dialogue Partnership between India and
ASEAN.

Dr Manmohan Singh, the then Prime Minister,
visited Thailand in May 2013 on a two-day
bilateral visit. All these visits and interactions
provided a strong fillip to bilateral partnership.
Bilateral trade rapidly rose to more than US$9
billion per annum from 2012-13 to 2014-15.
Trade diminished after that to about US$8.5
billion in 2015-16 on account of decline in the
international economy.
In 2003, Thailand emerged as the first ASEAN
country to establish a bilateral Free Trade Area
(FTA) with India. The early harvest scheme of
2004, in which tariffs on 82 items (2 more items
were added later) were slashed, proved to be
harmful to the Indian industry.

The India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway
reaching Mae Sot in Thailand will expand land
connectivity through Northeast India to Southeast
Asia. Plans for development of deep-sea ports and
new special economic zones in Dawei in Myanmar
and Pak Bara in southern Thailand will connect
the eastern seaboard of India with Thailand and
beyond. The development of the East-West and
North-South corridors by Thailand and linking of
these transport-related projects are expected to
further enhance connectivity and expand trade
and commerce with India. Discussions are in
progress to constitute a Joint Working Group on
Strategic Connectivity.
A large Indian Diaspora living and working in
Thailand is another important bond. In the past
two decades, with regular political exchanges,
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growing trade and investment, India’s ties with
Thailand have now evolved into a comprehensive
partnership. India’s ‘Act East’ policy has been
complemented by Thailand’s Act West’ policy in
bringing the two countries closer. Both countries
are important regional partners linking South and
Southeast Asia.

They cooperate closely in the ASEAN, East
Asia Summit (EAS) and BIMSTEC groupings as
also Mekong Ganga Cooperation (MGC), Asia
Cooperation Dialogue (ACD), Indian Ocean
Rim Association (IORA) and Ayeyawady-Chao
Phraya- Mekong Economic Cooperation Strategy
(ACMECS). The India-ASEAN Agreement on Trade
in Goods was implemented in January 2010 and
the India-ASEAN FTA in Services and Investments
was signed in September 2014 and came into
force in July 2015.

DEFENCE AND STRATEGIC
RELATIONS

Thailand has played host to ships of the Indian
Navy and the Indian Coast Guard on several
occasions in recent years. This cooperation
needs to be continued through technical, human
resource development, capacity building,
and contributing to the development of Thai
capacities, both physical and human.
Exercise Maitree is a bilateral exercise between
the Indian Army and the Royal Thai Army, started
off in 2006. It is an annual event between the
troops of the armies of both countries. It is also
called Indo-Thailand Joint Exercise.
SITMEX:
India-Singapore-Thailand
Trilateral
Maritime Exercises was held in the Andaman
Sea. This represents a growing number of naval
engagements that India has been holding with
various navies, including those in Southeast Asia. But
it also indicates the growing willingness of regional
navies to look to India as a maritime partner.
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India - Singapore
Relations
Bilateral relations between the Republic of
India and the Republic of Singapore have
traditionally been strong and friendly, with the
two nations enjoying extensive cultural and
commercial relations. Diplomatic relations
between India and Singapore were established
on 24 August 1965, fifteen days after the latter
became independent. Ever since Singapores
independence, both nations have maintained
high-level contacts.
Between 1966 and 1971 the Prime Minister of
Singapore Lee Kuan Yew visited India three times
(1966, 1970 and 1971). The then-Indian Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi visited Singapore in 1968,
as did Indian leader Morarji Desai. Singapore
supported India’s bid to become a permanent
member of the U.N. Security Council and expand
its role and influence in the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). Singapore also
supported India in its war against Pakistan in
1965 and the Kashmir conflict.
After the death of Lee Kuan Yew in 2015, India
followed with a weekend of national mourning in
memory of the founding father of Singapore, and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Singapore
in November 2015 reaffirming fifty years of
bilateral relations.

DEFENCE RELATIONS

Military relations between the two nations had
been limited due to foreign policy differences in
the Cold War era, as Singapore was allied with
Nato, whilst India established itself as a founding
member of the Non-Aligned Movement, and

as the only South Asian country to recognise
the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan.
The Indian armed forces have got access to three
new strategic bases at Changi in Singapore, Duqm
in Oman and Sabang in Indonesia. The most
threatening of all the three ports is the Sabang
port near the Malacca Strait. China’s extensive
use of the Malacca Strait means its economic
and energy security gets threatened with Indian
military base at Sabang port in Indonesia.
In 2003, India and Singapore signed a bilateral
agreement on expanding military cooperation,
conducting joint military training, developing
military technology and achieving maritime
security.

The Singaporean Navy and the Indian Navy have
conducted joint naval exercises and training
since 1993 such as SIMBEX and MILAN near
India’s Andaman and Nicobar Islands. India and
Singapore have also expanded their cooperation
in fighting terrorism.

India
and
Singapore
have
signed
the Comprehensive Economic Cooperation
Agreement (CECA) and strategic-relationship
agreement in order to increase trade, investments
and economic cooperation, and expanded
bilateral cooperation on maritime security,
training forces, joint naval exercises, developing
military technology and fighting terrorism.
Framework of the Bilateral Relationship - IndiaSingapore relations are based on shared values
and approaches, economic opportunities and
convergence of interests on key issues. Political
engagement is regular.
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Defence relations are particularly strong.
Economic and technological ties are extensive
and growing. Cultural and human links are
very vibrant. There are more than 20 regular
bilateral mechanisms, dialogues and exercises
and a number of inter-Governmental Agreements
facilitating defence, political, commercial and
people-to-people exchanges. There is great
convergence on a broad range of international
issues and both are members of a number of
forums, including EAS, G20, Commonwealth,
IORA, ADMM+ and IONS.

ECONOMIC RELATIONS

ASEAN-India Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) was
held at iconic marina Bay Sands Convention Centre
in January 2018 with the theme, “Ancient Route,
New Journey.” It featured 16 thematic sessions
covering business, technology, and connectivity
to culture, youth and diaspora with an average of
3000 participants at any given time at the venue.
In addition, there were many parallel festivals and
conferences as well as literary competitions and
technological grand challenges in the run-up.
Following the conclusion of Comprehensive

Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA) of
2005, this robust relationship was elevated to a
Strategic Partnership in 2015 during the visit
of PM Modi and on the occasion of the 50th
anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic
relations. India and Singapore added new
momentum and direction in their Strategic
Partnership in 2018, anchored in the Official visit
of PM Modi to Singapore from 31 May to 2 June and
his second visit on 14-15 November for attending
the ASEAN-India and other multilateral summits.
Prime Minister of Singapore Lee Hsien Loong also
visited India on 25-26 January 2018 to participate
in the Republic Day Celebrations in New Delhi
and co-chair the ASEAN India Commemorative
Summit (AICS) 2018.
Over the last two decades, Singapore has
positioned itself as the hub of India’s economic,
political and strategic relationships in Southeast
Asia. When India announced its Look East policy
in 1992, Singapore positioned itself as India’s de
facto regional sponsor. As Indian Defence Minister
Pranab Mukherjee commented in 2006, Singapore
has become “the hub of its political, economic and
security strategy in the whole of East Asia.”
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India - Indonesia
Relations
Indian-Indonesian relations refer to the bilateral
relations of India and Indonesia. India and
Indonesia are neighbours. India shares a border
with Indonesia. India’s Andaman and Nicobar
Islands share a maritime border with Indonesia
along the Andaman Sea.
The Indian-Indonesian relationships stretch
back for almost two millennia. In 1950, the first
President of Indonesia, Sukarno, called upon the
peoples of Indonesia and India to “intensify the
cordial relations” that had existed between the
two countries “for more than 1000 years” before
they had been “disrupted” by colonial powers.

India has an embassy in Jakarta and Indonesia
operates an embassy in Delhi. India regards
Indonesia as a key member of ASEAN. Both nations
had agreed to establish a strategic partnership.
The two countries have significant bilateral trade.
India and Indonesia are among the largest
democracies in the world. Both are member states
of the G-20, the E7 (countries), the Non-aligned
Movement, and the United Nations.

India and Indonesia have shared two millennia
of close cultural and commercial contacts. The
Hindu, Buddhist and later Muslim faith travelled
to Indonesia from the shores of India. The stories
from great epics of Ramayana and Mahabharata
form source of Indonesian folk art and dramas.
The shared culture, colonial history and postindependence goals of political sovereignty,
economic self-sufficiency and independent
foreign policy have unifying effect on the bilateral
relations.

Visit of Prime Minister Narendra Modi in May
2018:
Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Jakarta on
29-30 May 2018 at the invitation of the President
of Indonesia Joko Widodo. During this visit, both
leaders agreed to strengthen cooperation in all
areas by establishing a New Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership to take Indonesia and India’s
bilateral relationship into a new era. During the
visit, 15 agreements/MoUs were signed between
the two countries including 9 G2G MoUs in
the areas of defence cooperation, cooperation
in the exploration and uses of outer space for
peaceful purposes, Scientific and Technological
Cooperation, Technical Cooperation in Railways
sector, Health Cooperation, on Pharmaceutical,
Biological and Cosmetics Regulatory Functions,
on Policy dialogue between Governments and
Interaction between Think Tanks. Both sides also
agreed on a Shared Vision of India-Indonesia
Maritime Cooperation in the Indo-Pacific. The
Prime Minister and the President also jointly
inaugurated the Kite Exhibition which was based
on the theme of Ramayana and Mahabharata. Both
leaders acknowledged the Recommendations and
Outcome Document submitted by the members
of India Indonesia CEOs’ Forum. The Leaders
further instructed the regular convening of the
forum and expansion of business sectors as it
could function as constructive measure to tap
more opportunities and potentials in developing
bilateral cooperation in trade and investment.
Joint Commission Meeting: A Joint Commission
Mechanism (JCM) was set up at the level of the
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Foreign Ministers following the signing of an MoU
to this effect in January 2001. Led by Smt. Sushma
Swaraj, External Affairs Minister and Ms. Retno
Marsudi, Indonesian Foreign Minister, the 5th
JCM was held on 5 January 2018 in Jakarta.

place in Canberra in September 2018 in which
Indian delegation was led by Joint Secretary
(South) Shri Manish.

Indonesia-Australia-India
(IAI)
Senior
Officials’ Strategic Dialogue: The 1st IndonesiaAustralia-India (IAI) Senior Officials’ Strategic
Dialogue was held in Bogor, Indonesia on 27
November 2017. 2nd Indonesia-Australia-India
(IAI) Senior Officials’ Strategic Dialogue took

India and Indonesia have robust cooperation in
the area of defence and security. In May 2018,
during the visit of Prime Minister, Narendra
Modi, a new Defence Cooperation Agreement
was signed to reflect the elevation of relationship
between the two countries to a Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership.

Australia-India-Indonesia Trilateral Dialogue
on Indian Ocean: The 3rd Australia-IndiaIndonesia Trilateral Dialogue on Indian Ocean
(TDIO) was hosted by Indian Council for World
Affairs in New Delhi on 21 November 2017. The
three sides discussed issues such as ‘building
norms for Indian Ocean Regional Cooperation’
and ‘fisheries management in Indian ocean’ which
were based on the IORA concord.

Indonesia has emerged as the second largest
trading partner of India in the ASEAN region.
Bilateral trade has increased from US$ 4.3 billion
in 2005-06 to US$ 21 billion in 2018-19. India is
the second largest buyer of coal and crude palm
oil from Indonesia and imports minerals, rubber,
pulp and paper and hydrocarbons reserves. India
exports refined petroleum products, commercial
vehicles,
telecommunication
equipment,
agriculture commodities, bovine meat, steel
products and plastics to Indonesia.

177

India - Taiwan
Relations
India and Taiwan Relations
Even as India’s own relations with the PRC have
developed substantially in recent years, India has
sought to gradually develop better commercial,
cultural and scientific co-operation with
Taiwan, albeit whilst ruling out the possibility of
establishing formal diplomatic relations. Taiwan
has also viewed India’s rising geopolitical
standing as a counterbalance to the PRC’s
dominance in the region.
As a part of its “Look East” foreign policy, India
has sought to cultivate extensive ties with Taiwan
in trade and investment as well as developing cooperation in science & technology, environment
issues and people-to-people exchanges. Both
sides have aimed to develop ties to counteract
Chinese rivalry with both nations.
The India-Taipei Association was established in
Taipei in 1995 to promote non-governmental
interactions between India and Taiwan, and to
facilitate business, tourism, scientific, cultural
and people-to-people exchanges. The India-Taipei
Association has also been authorised to provide
all consular and passport services. The Taipei
Economic and Cultural Centre in New Delhi is
ITA’s counterpart organisation in India. A Taipei
Economic and Cultural in Chennai was established
in 2012. It represents Taiwan government’s
interests in the southern states of India, as well
as Sri Lanka and the Maldives.
In 2002, the two sides signed the Bilateral
Investment Promotion & Protection Agreement
and are discussing the possibility of entering into
agreements related to Double Taxation Avoidance
and ATA Carnet to facilitate participation in
each other’s trade fairs. In 2007, Ma Yingjeou, the leader of the Kuomintang, Taiwan’s
largest political party, and a major candidate
in the 2008 presidential elections made an

unofficial visit to India. Effective 15 August
2015, Republic of China passport holders
can avail of India’s e-Tourist Visa facility.
Both governments have launched efforts
to significantly expand bilateral trade and
investment, especially in the fields of information
technology (IT), energy, telecommunications and
electronics. India’s trade with Taiwan in the
calendar year 2008 registered a total of US$5.34
billion, an increase of 9.5% as compared to 2007.
In 2007, bilateral trade between the two sides had
risen 80% to reach US$4.8 billion. In 2008, Indian
exports to Taiwan declined year-on-year at a rate
of -7.8%, to touch US$2.33 billion as compared to
US$2.53 billion in 2007.
Taiwanese exports to India in 2008 grew at a
rate of 28.41% to reach US$3 billion. In 2008,
India recorded a trade deficit of US$669 million
with Taiwan, as against a trade surplus of US$159
million in year 2007 Major Indian exports to
Taiwan include Waste Oil and Naptha, Cereals,
Cotton, Organic Chemicals, Copper, aluminium
and Food Residues.
In 2019, India - Taiwan trade volume was US$7
billion, growing at a rate of 20% YoY.
Major Taiwanese exports to India include
integrated circuits, machinery and other
electronic products. India is also keen to attract
Taiwanese investment particularly in hi-tech
and labour-intensive industries. More than 80
Taiwanese companies and entities currently have
a presence in India.
Some of the companies include Hon Hai Precision
Industry Co (Fox Conn), Sanyang Corporation,
Gigabyte Technologies, Continental Engineering,
CTCI, Apache and Feng Tay (shoes), Wintek
Corporation, Delta Electronics, D-Link, Meita
Industrials, Transcend, MediaTek.
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India - Japan
Relations
India–Japan relations have traditionally been
strong. The people of India and Japan have
engaged in cultural exchanges, primarily as a
result of Buddhism, which spread indirectly from
India to Japan, via China and Korea. The people of
India and Japan are guided by common cultural
traditions including the heritage of Buddhism
and share a strong commitment to the ideals
of democracy, tolerance, pluralism and open
societies. India and Japan, two of the largest and
oldest democracies in Asia, having a high degree
of congruence of political, economic and strategic
interests, view each other as partners that have
responsibility for, and are capable of, responding
to global and regional challenges. India is the
largest recipient of Japanese and both countries
have a special relationship of official development
assistance (ODA). As of 2017, bilateral trade
between India and Japan stood at US$17.63
billion.

The British occupiers of India and Japan were
enemies during World War II, but political
relations between the two nations have remained
warm since India’s independence. Japanese
companies, such as Yamaha, Sony, Toyota,
and Honda have manufacturing facilities in India.
With the growth of the Indian economy, India
is a big market for Japanese firms. Japanese
firms were some of the first firms to invest in
India. The most prominent Japanese company
to have an investment in India is automobiles
multinational Suzuki, which is in partnership
with Indian automobiles company Maruti Suzuki,
the largest car manufacturer in the Indian market,
and a subsidiary of the Japanese company.

In
December
2006,
Indian
Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh’s visit to Japan
culminated in the signing of the “Joint Statement”
towards “Japan-India Strategic and Global
Partnership”. Japan has helped in financing many
infrastructure projects in India, most notably
the Delhi Metro system. Indian applicants were
welcomed in 2006 to the JET Programme, with
one slot available in 2006 and increasing to
41 slots in 2007. In 2007, the Japanese SelfDefence Forces and the Indian Navy took part in
a joint naval exercise Malabar 2007 in the Indian
Ocean, which also involved the naval forces
of Australia, Singapore and the United States.
2007 was declared “India-Japan Friendship Year.”
India and Japan established diplomatic relations
on 28 April 1952. In the first decade after
diplomatic ties were established, several highlevel exchanges took place, including Japanese
Prime Minister Nobusuke Kishi’s visit to India in
1957, Prime Minister Nehru’s return visit to Tokyo
the same year and President Rajendra Prasad’s
visit in 1958. Japan started providing yen loans to
India in 1958. The visit of their Highnesses, the
then Japanese Crown Prince Akihito and Crown
Princess Michiko in 1960 elevated the relations
to a new level. A test of the reliability of Japan as
a friend was witnessed in 1991, when Japan was
among the few countries that bailed India out of
the balance of payment crisis.
India-Japan Defence and Security partnership
has evolved over the years and today forms an
integral pillar of the bilateral ties. Our exchanges
have strengthened due to growing convergence
on strategic matters; and its significance is
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growing from the common outlook on issues of
peace, security and stability of the Indo-Pacific
Region. The Tri-Service Exchanges between Japan
and India have been institutionalized completing
the triad. Coast Guards have regular annual
exchanges since 2006.

Japan is regarded as a key partner in India’s
economic transformation. In the recent past,
the India Japan relationship has transformed to
a partnership of great substance and purpose.
Japan’s interest in India is increasing due to a
variety of reasons including India’s large and
growing market and its resources, especially the
human resources. Japan’s bilateral trade with
India, totalled US$ 17.63 billion in FY 2018-19.
Exports from Japan to India during this period
were US$ 12.77 billion and imports were US$
4.86 billion. The bilateral trade between India and
Japan for FY 2019-20 (April –December) totalled
to US$ 11.87 billion. India’s exports from Japan
amounted to US$ 3.94 billion while India’s import
from Japan amounted to US$ 7.93 billion. India’s
primary exports to Japan have been petroleum
products, chemicals, elements, compounds, nonmetallic mineral ware, fish & fish preparations,
metalliferous ores & scrap, clothing & accessories,
iron & steel products, textile yarn, fabrics and
machinery etc. India’s primary imports from
Japan are machinery, electrical machinery, iron
and steel products, plastic materials, non-ferrous
metals, parts of motor vehicles, organic chemicals,
manufactures of metals, etc.

Common Interests of India and
Japan

Both the countries are the member nations
of G-4 grouping.

Apart from naval exercises, the two nations
conduct mil-to-mil exercises, coast guard and air
force exercises as well.

India and Japan both are facing difficulties in the
maritime area due to the dominance of China in
the area and the recent naval exercise was related
to the military stand-off between India and China
in Ladakh.

Chinese assertion of power in the oceans is
something which brings India and Japan on the
same page. The growing congruence of the views
is propelling the two countries to take up a closer
understanding of strategic issues.

Both countries are opposed to the idea of unipolarity
being asserted by China from time to time.
Both of them look forward to make the Indopacific multipolar, free, open and inclusive.

China’s Maritime Vulnerability: Though China
has shown aggressive posture in the South China
Sea as well as in Indian ocean, it has been anxious
about its vulnerability at sea — or what is referred
to as the Malacca dilemma.

Taking this in cognizance, India and Japan can
develop sea-denial capability mainly at choke
points in Indian Ocean such as Strait of Hormuz,
Bab-el-Mandeb, Strait of Malacca.

China as a Threat

The dominance of China in the maritime area is a
serious threat for India as well as Japan in terms
of economic development.

China due to the nine-dash line has developed
conflicts with Indonesia, Malaysia, Australia,
Philippines, Vietnam and Taiwan.
Moreover, China has recently made new
territorial claims in the eastern sector
of Bhutan’s Trashigang district.

China’s “Malacca Dilemma”

Energy security, and particularly oil supply
security, has become a major concern for the
Chinese government over the past several years.
The focus of this anxiety is the vulnerability of
seaborne energy imports.
China lacks the naval power necessary to protect
its sea lanes of communication (SLOCs). It fears
that during a national security crisis ships
carrying energy resources could be interdicted by
hostile naval forces.

Any disruption to the free flow of energy resources
into China could derail the economic growth on

which the Chinese government depends to shoreup its legitimacy and pursue its great power
ambitions.
China’s heavy use of the Malacca and Lombok/
Makassar straits in Southeast Asia is emblematic
of this concern. The Malacca Strait is a narrow and
congested waterway separating Indonesia and
Malaysia, with Singapore located at its southern
tip.

Conclusion

China with its untenable tactics and muscle
power is able to overpower several nations and
is working upon it by dealing with each country
individually.

China has antagonised several nations which can
be taken as an advantage and nations such as
Indonesia, Vietnam, Taiwan and France should
be approached for cooperation. It is a lesson to be
learnt by India and Japan as far as security related
relations are concerned.
China in its present situation cannot be contained
but can be restrained which requires the likeminded nations; countries with the same
approach for the same objective, to come together
and speak in one voice.
In order to prevail over China, India already has
the QUAD (Quadrilateral Security Dialogue), and
shall bring together the middle-powers and the
nations that are in conflict with China.

Way Forward
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The other possible areas of cooperation
between India and Japan can possibly be
the field of infrastructure, technology and
telecommunication.
India and Japan need to work together in the IndoPacific Region in order to obtain mutual benefits.

With the help of Japan, India can pave its way to
the permanent membership of the UN Security
Council.
In the IT- sector, in order to harness the gains of
the fourth industrial revolution, India and Japan
should collaborate.

Within the defence platforms, Japan could be
approached to provide assistance in building
warships, weapons, submarines, etc.

Apart from taking assistance from Japan, India
should also think about how Indian components
could reach Japan, and how they can be rewarded
with dividends in Japan: the notion of the AatmaNirbhar Bharat also needs to be promoted.

India needs to look into the matter of post COVID
ties too, ensure good relations with the other
parts of the world so as to emerge from the losses
and also in order to restrain Chinese influence in
the areas of maritime.

QUESTIONS FOR MAINS

1.

2.

What are India’s concerns regarding the RCEP and the major challenges it is facing in negotiating it?
Examine India’s role during the Korean peninsula crisis.

3.

India’s defense and strategic relationship with Vietnam has evolved over the last decade.
Critically analyze.

5.

India’s Act east policy lacks decisive implementation challenges. Comment.

4.
6.
7.

How far do you think India will be successful in balancing China by bringing the CPEC and
Taiwan issues at global forums?
Examine the Soft Power and Cultural diplomacy of India focusing on the Buddhism connect
with South-East Asian Nations.
ASEAN is one of the biggest trading partners of India, yet the relationship hasn’t reached it’s
optimum level. Critically analyse.

